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adventure very different from what the be— 


ginning may have Siven him reaſon to ex- 
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The Author, contrary to bis expecia- 
ion, finds himſelf” under a neceſſity 

of making an introduclory Preface 
to this Volume, and at the ſame time 
preſents the Reader with two letters 
of a 2 extraordinary nature. 


Have made it my obſerva- 
A tion, before I had the leaſt 
thoughts of becoming an 
Author, that there are two 
N ſorts of Readers who par- 
ROSE ticularly diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves from all the reſt, yet, though di- 
Vor. IV. | B rect 
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rect oppoſites in humour, concur in one 
Point, — that of being eager to ſee every 
new book that comes out, and impatient 
till they get to the concluſion of it ; — 
the one of theſe affects to be above being 


leas'd with any thing he meets with, 


eſpetially if it exceeds the bulk of a twelve- 
penny pamphlet, condemning all beyond 
as tedious, tireſome, and inſipid; — the 


other with alacrity purſues through every 
page the cataſtrophe of the longeſt work, 


delighting himſelf with the expectation of 
finding ſomething to entertain him. 


- Methinks I hear, on the publication of 


theſe volumes, ſome one of the former 
claſs, with brow contracted and malignant 
ſneer, like Milton's fallen Angel, mutter 


between his teeth, — * What does the 
* fellow mean by encumbering us with all 


© this traſh ? — Who does he think will 
be at the pains to trudge through ſuch 
© a heap of rubbiſh?” — While thoſe of 
the other chearfully cry out at the be- 
ginning of every chapter, — I wonder 
* what mr. Inviſible has now to * 


„ us with Þ 


But as I had no deſign or inclination to 
offend the one, by ſpinning out theſe lucu- 
brations by any ſuperfluous interlocutions; 
{ſo I will not ſo far diſſemble, as to com- 
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pliment the other with ſaying, that mere- 
ly to oblige them I extended the work to 


the length it is; — much leſs will I ge 


about to defend myſelf by the example of 
a certain modern writer, who has found 
out the method of wiredrawing whatever 
matter he takes in hand to ſuch an enor- 


maous length, that the eye of remembrance 


loſes all Geht of the beginning before it 
has half reach'd the end. — 


No, I will be i ingenuous, — and c 
the truth, — I was miſtaken in my cal- 
culation; nor *till the tranſcripts I had 
drawn from my Tablets were copied over 
fair for the preſs, could have imagin'd 


they would have employ'd ſo much paper 
and time as they in effect have done; and 


as I propos'd from the beginning not to 
conceal from the public any part of the 
diſcoveries I had made, I perſiſted in that 
reſolution, - without any regard to the 
number of volumes they might fill up. 


This alſo has been the occaſion, that a 
work which I intended ſhould have made 
its appearance the latter end of laſt winter 
is poſt pon'd *till now; which, as an 
Author, I cannot help looking upon as a 
double misfortune, for two very good 
reaſons: — in the firſt place, the facts 
contain'd in it will be found of a leſs 
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4 The Inviſble Spy. 
recent date; and in the next, by being 


ſo long in hand ſome particular paſſages 
in it have taken wind, and by that means 


thoſe who imagine themſelves concerned 
in them are prepar'd to bring the whole 
performance into contempt. 


That this is no idle ſurmiſe of my own. 


I am very well convinced, and ſo may 


every one elle who reads the letters in- 


ſerted in the introduction to the Second 
Volume, as well as by two others which 
have been ſince left for me at the Printing- 


Office, and which I ſhall now take the 


liberty of preſenting to the public ; —the 
firſt is from a lady, and contains the fol- 
lowing. lines: : 


To the gentleman, or whatever he is, 
who calls himſelf the INVISIBLE SPY. 


« Mr. IxVIsIBLE, | 
I Am told you are going to > publiſh. 


« genteel life; and that neither birth, 


4 beauty, wealth, nor power, are a ſuf- 


« ficient defence againſt ſo univerſal a 
& ſatyriſt. — But pray who ſet you up 


« for a cenſor of your neighbours actions? 


# — By what rule do you pretend to 
* Judge 


a kind of ſcandalous Chronicle of 
„ what you, in your great wiſdom, may 
% look upon as the foibles of people In - 
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The Inviſible Sp v. $ 
judge what is deſerving reproof, and 
what is not ſo? — Wit is the worſt 


authority you can have, — no body 


now adays pays the leaſt regard to it; 
— we women like the man who dreſſes 


„ well, can ſing a ſoft Italian air, dance 
cx 


a French Louvre, i is complaiſant enough 
to ſquire us to all public places, and let 
us win his money at cards. — Thoſe of 
your own ſex alſo think as little of 
wit as we do, — they know it is no 
qualification by which they can expect 
to ſuceed either in love or preferment z 


and therefore, you may be. ſure, de- 


ſpiſe in another what they are not 


| poſſeſs d of themſelves. 


% Rut. ] alſo hear that you declare your- 
ſelf an enemy to Gaming in particular; 
— and if ſo, you infallibly ruin your- 


ſelf with the whole town. — How dull, 


how ſluggiſhly would life glide on if i it 


were not for that dear diverſion? — 

Dreſſing and Eating take up but a ſmall 
part of the day, and Plays and Operas 
of the evening. — What muſt become 
of all our vacant hours ? — we ſhould 


die by dozens of the ſpleen and va- 


pours for want of employment, if Ga- 
ming did not rouze our faculties, keep 
the paſſions in- a continual flow. and 


the animal ſpirits from being ſub- 
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« jected to the odious power of ſleep 4d 
« ſloth. 

If therefore you have preſumed to 
* ſay any thing in oppoſition to this fa- 


„ yourlite e e crale the invective 


% page, or depend upon it your perfor- 
„% mance will be cry'd down at every 
<« polite table, not only in town but 
„ throughout all England. — I would 
% have you know this advice is given by 
% one who has it in her power to be 
either a very ſerviceable friend or a 
«© molt formidable and bitter enemy; — 

« jt is in your own choice which of theſe 


« two you will make of 
4 Yours, &c. 
„ OLIM PIA.“ 


The other letter is from a member of 


the laſt ever memorable parliament, and 


was lent a few weeks before the writs. 


were iſſued out for calling a new one. — 
"Theſe are the contents: 


To the Author of the IxviS1BLE Sry. 


IX. 


* OU "FOR but ko that a Spy 


as ſoon as detected to be ſuch, iS 
66. condemn'd by the law of all nations 
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og | 


to be carry'd to the firſt tree and' 


hang'd up immediately. — What then, 
in the nam of commoa ſenſe, can 
have induced you to aſſume a charac! ter 
ſo obnoxious to manknd, and ſo dan- 


gerous to yourſelf ? — Do you ima- 
gine that the natural love people have 


tor intelligence will fave you ?—no, — 
if you offend all, 1 muſt expect that 


you; — but I am 


charitable enough to hope Otherwiſe, 
and would fain think you concern 


yourſelf only with matters relating to 


the tea- table and toylet of the ladies, 
and are more diſcreet than to meddle 


too much into the heads of t 
pulace. 


with things which ought not to come 


the PO 


% You underſtand me, I ſuppoſe 3 — 


but leſt you ſhould not, I will tell you 
that I ſhould be ferry to find you a 
dabbler in politics, eſpecially ar this 


critical juncture, when the Parliament 
is ſo near being diſſolved and a new 
Election coming on. 


1 have the 8 to be a member 
of the lower houſe, and am very ſen- 
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ſible that ſome motions have been made 


there, which at the time were highly 
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of them ſeem to be now forgot, and 
others die away apace, I would not 
have you ſcratch an old ſore and revive 
the memory of them, 


„ The Naturalization Bill moſt of all 
ſticks in the ſtomachs of the vulgar; 
— but as I take you for a gentleman 
and a man of ſenſe, I will reaſon with 
you a little upon that affair, and doubt 
not but to convince you that there 
never was a Bill better calculated for 
the true intereſt of the country, and to 
make us a great and formidable people. 


e ſhall not need to tire your patience 


with laying much on the occaſion, — 


the whole tum of this argument, con- 
cluſive as it is, may be drawn up in a 
very narrow compals, — as thus : 


% Are we not told, in that book 


which 1s the rule of our ſalvation, that 


we ought to do all the good we can? 


— Is chere any thing more pleaſing in 
the ſight. of God and the world than 
acts of hoſpitality, benevolence and 
charity ? — And can we give a greater 
proof how much we are endow'd 
with thoſe noble virtues, than by re- 
ceiving diſtreſs'd ſtrangers into the bo- 


ſom of our community, and making 
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them partakers of the ſame rights and 
privileges that we ourſelves enjoy? — 


This conſideration alone would be ſuf- 
ficient to make me, as a good Chri- 
ſtian, a zealous advocate for a General 
Naturalization, without any limitation 
or exception, whether in regard of 
Turks, Pagans, Jews, or Atheiſts. 


« There are alſo two other motives 


which, in my opinion, ſhould make 
every good commonwealth's man and 


good ſubject wiſh that this bill might 
be paſs'd into a law, —as I ſhall pre- 


ſently make appear. 


& Firſt, It muſt be allow*d that the 
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people of England are, of latter years, 


extremely indolent ; z — that the meaner 
ſort of them are lazy, proud, and 
luxurious, to an exceſs, chuſing rather 


to ſteal or beg, than work for mode- 


rate wages; — whereas on the con- 


trary, thoſe who it may be ſuppos'd 


will come over to take the benefit of 
ſuch an act are robuſt in body and 
humble in mind, — inur'd from their 
very infancy to want and toil, and ac- 
cuſtom'd to hardſhips, will certainly be 
glad to fell their labour at a much 
cheaper rate : — their women may alſo 
be an example to ours, and make them 
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& leſs delicate and more obedient ; —. 
% and how great a bleſſing ſuch a refar- | 
* mation would be, as the ſex at preſent. 
£ conduct themſelves, I appeal to all 
&« fathers, huſbands, and maſters of fa- f 
„ Mmilies. : 


* Secondly, We want men, — we may 
« want ſoldiers too, — things leaſt ex- 
« pected often happen; we cannot aſſure | 
« ourſelves that the young Pretender may 
ç not quit his lurking holes, and once 
* more attempt to diſturb us; but if al! 
c apprehenſions on his ſcore were without 
« foundation, and that as the greateſt part 
„ of his adherents are deſtroy'd either by 
dc the ſword or the halter, all his hopes 
« and endeavours were buried with them; 
& — 'nay, were the ſmall remains of 
« that family extinct, yet ſtill there 
never would be wanting a Pretender to 
„ the Throne of theſe Kingdoms; — we 
* all know the late King of Sardinia, as 
« next of blood, enter*'d his claim in a 
*% Proteſt againſt the Settlement of the — | 
« Houſe of Hanover, and we have no 
« room to think his ſon would be more 
46 
$4 
14 


paſſive, if ſuch an opportunity ſhould 
arrive; — never can we flatter ourſelves 
with being abſolutely ſecure that no 
« other dangers may threaten us from a 
as. pilferent quarter... l 
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« All theſe things conſider'd, I think 
it very evident, and you cannot but 
acknowledge that a General Naturali- 
zation would not only be greatly for 


our honour and convenience, but is 
alſo neceſſary for our fafety. 


„ However, as I have before obſerv'd, 
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the lower claſs of people having taken 


it into their heads to imagine that this 


bill, and ſeveral others, were ſo many 
attempts to encroach on what they 


look upon as their undoubted rights 
and privileges, I ſhould be glad that 


no mention was made concerning any 
part of the buſineſs tranſacted in this 


Parliament; becauſe I am pretty ſen- 


ſible that there are ſome ruſtical clod- 
pated fellows who are capable, on the 


leaſt encouragement from the preſs, 


to inſult and. throw dirt in our faces, 
inſtead of giving us their votes. 


(„ 1 mould have accompapy'l this re- 
TH 


queſt with a ſmall preſent, but really, 


as things ſtand, I find all the ready 
money 1 can raiſe will be little enough 


to ſtem the torrent of popular reſent- 


ment; but if you think fit to comply, 


1 ſhall. take an opportunity hereafter - 
| B 6 5 6£: ro F 
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©« to teſtify my gratitude, and be ready 
to prove myſelf, 


« On all occaſions, 
«$1 R, 
« Your much obliged 
7 Humble ſervant, 


CL PHILOTEMPO,” 


The letter of Philotempo had not been 


in ſerted without a reply to it, if theſe Vo- 
lumes had been publiſh'd at the time I 


firſt intended ; but as the Election will be 


over long before they can poſſibly make 
their appearance, and it is likely he may 
be rechoſen, what I would then have 
ſaid would now, for many reaſons, be 


highly improper. 


I muſt therefore ſubmit to whatever 
cenſures either he or any other perſon 


ſhall think fit to paſs upon me, — well 
knowing that to thoſe who are reſolved to 
be offended, all apologies would be in 
vain, and to thoſe who read with a de- 


ſite of being pleaſed, equally unneceſſary. 


Some, whoſe impatient thirſt for intel- 
ligence is not eaſily ſatisfied, may per- 
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haps think that in an age ſo gay, ſo luxu- 
rious as the preſent, when every day, nay 
every hour, teems with ſome freſh ad- 


venture, and affords matter for converſa- 
tion, I might have made a more exten- 


five uſe of my gift of Inviſibility, and 


that not four, but fourteen Volumes 
might have been well enough employ'd. 
in "the rehearſal of what | had ſeen and 
heard; — but thoſe, if any ſuch there 


Are, will find in the cloſe of this work, 


that if I have omitted many things 


which doubtleſs have happen'd worthy | 
remark, it has not been owing to any re- 


miſſneſs in me, or a wearineſs of proſecu- 
ting my enquiries, but to an unlucky ac- 


cident which ſtopp'd me in my full 
career, and cut off all farther opportuni- 
ties of obliging either them or myſelf. 


As this is the laſt addreſs I ſhall make 
to the public, at leaſt while I continue to 
wear my Belt of Inviſibility, I think my- 
{elf obliged, in good manners, to take my 
leave, not only of the courteous but alſo 


uncourteous reader, — which I now do. 
_ heartily wiſhing that the one may find in 


this performance every thing capable of 


entertaining him, and that the other may 


be preſerved from falling into the ſpleen or 
hypochondriac, by diſcharging on me all 


CHAF! 


1 — 


dere I r 


CHAP. in. 


The Author flatters himſelf mal be no 


unacceptable preſent to all theſe of the 


fair ſex, who are either truly inno- 
cent, or would preſerve the reputati on 


of being fo. 


herſelf in a too great freedom of conver- 


ſation with one of a looſe and wanton be- 

haviour, . ſhe cannot wonder that thoſe - 
who are witneſſes of their intimacy ſhould | 
ſuſpect her guilty of the ſame inclinations; : 


— and that tho perfectly innocent of the 


faults of her companion, is made an n equal $ 


partaker of her ſhame. | 


WE bo are either born to, or are 


reduced by accidents to low and indigent 


circumſtances, excuſe themſelves by ſay- 


ing, — that the neceſſity of their affairs 
compels them to keep an acquaintance 
with perſons who they find it their inte- 


reſt to oblige ; — but if this be an inſuf- 
ficient pretence, -as certainly it is, ſince 
there is no intereſt which ought to be put 
in. competition wich reputation, what can 


be 


WI EN a young woman, of what 


rank or degree ſoever, indulges 
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be alledg 'd in behalf of ladies of fortune 
and 5 4 who have it in their power 
to chuſe their company,. and it cannot be 
ſuppoſed would converſe with any whoſe 


manners they did not W 5 


In fine, there is no one error in con- 


duct which, according to my opinion, the 
ſex in general ſhould be more upon their 
guard againſt than this; — for tho? ſome, | 
dazzled with the pomp of ſhow and equi- 
page, may be weak enough to imagine, 


that to appear in public, or be known to 
have an intimacy with a woman of a pol- 


luted fame, provided. ſhe be a perſon of 


condition, will bring no blemiſh on their 


own characters, or be of any prejudice to 
their morals, yet that ſuch an intimacy is 
extremely dangerous to both _ be very 
cally. demonſtrated. . 


Firſt, as to character; — If the world 


ſhould be more ſilent than it ever was, or 


ever will be on ſuch occaſions, it cannot - 
be expected that a woman, who has 
throw off all regard for her own honour, . 
ſhould have any for that of the perſon . 


ſhe converſes with, or would even wiſh 
they ſhould be thought poſſeſs'd of a virtue 
ſhe is entirely deſtitute of herſelf; — no, 
— on the contrary, ſhe will rather have 


recourſe to all the wicked artifices ſne 


may 
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may be miſtreſs of to caſt a ſhade over 


that brightneſs which would render her 


own 1 more conſpicuous. | 


But this is not the worſt danger to 
which an innocent perſon is expofed 4 
keeping company with a bad woman; 
we are told, from an unqueſtionable au- 
thority, t that it is hard to touch pitch 
without being defiled ; — and certainly 
there is nothing more evident, than that 


vice naturally loſes great part of i its hor- 


rors by becoming familiar to the ſight : 
—the chaſte heart, which ſhudders at the 
bare repetition of indecent actions, by ac- 
cuſtoming itſelf to be witneſs of them, 
ceaſes firſt to wonder, and by degrees to 


deteft them; — and though I will not be 


ſo uncharitable as to ſay, that the mind is 
always corrupted by fuch a communica- 
tion, yet I will venture to . that the 


manners will be 10. 


I know very a, that the timid mo- 
deſty I would tain recommend, as the ſureſt 
guardian of a Virgin's honour, has for 


many years been exploded ; and that ſince 


ſome foreign cuſtoms have unhappily been 
introduced among us, to be capable of 
bluſhing is look'd upon by thoſe who pals 
for models of politeneſs, as an indication 
of ie want both of wit a and good breeding. 


This 


Hr... 
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This audacity of behaviour being ſo 
much. the mode, it is not a little difficuit 


to diſtinguiſh between thoſe who really 
3 purſue the dictates of a licentious inclina- 
tion, and thoſe who put on a ſhew ot it 
merely to comply with the example of 


others; and a perſon who judges of a wo- 


man by what he ſees of her in public, 
> runs a very great riſque of being miſtaken. 


Often has my opinion been led aſtray 


in this point, even in regard of ladies 


with whom I was moſt intimately ac- 
quainted, and ſaw every day; nor did I 


ever dare to give a character of any one 


of them *till my Belt of Inviſibility afford- 
ed me an opportunity of prying in the 


{ecrets of the alcove. 


Coriſca and Emilia are two celebrated 
beauties, — they are almoſt equally fol- 


: low'd and admir'd by the men; but 


neither. of them were ever jealous or en- 
- vious of the praiſes given to the other, 
and there was once ſo exceſſive a fondneſs 
between them that they were ſcarce ever 
ſeen aſunder : — Coriſca has been married 
= fome years, — Emilia has not yet been 
: prevail'd upon to part with her liberty; 
but tho' there is this difference in their 
circumſtances, there has been too much 


appearance 
az 
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appearance, upon exact ſimilitude, in 
their humours and conſtitutions ; — I ſay 
in appearance; for I have fince diſco- 
ver*d that light and darkneſs are not, . 
fact, more widely diſtant. | 


Sontra, long before ſhe became a wife, 
was look*d upon as what they call a te- 
male rake ; — ſome, there were, however, 
who imputcd what ſhe did only to the 
too great vivacity of her humour, and 

would not believe her guilty of any real 

crime; but far the greater number were 
of a quite different opinion; and, indeed, 
the little regard ſhe takes of her family 
fince her marriage, — the public con- 
terapt with which ſhe treats her huſband, 
and the trequent quarrels ſhe has with 
him in private, but too much juſtify the 
worſt character can be given either of her 
Economy or her chaſtity. | 
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Yet notwithſtanding all this, there is a 
certain ſomething in her air, her wit, and 
her manner of behaviour ſo engaging to 
both ſexes, that ſhe has always been, and 
ſtill continues to be, conſtantly viſited by 
perſons not only of the beſt fortunes, but 
of the beſt reputations alſo, who chuſe 
rather to ſeem blind to her faults than 
deny themſelves the pleaſure of her con- 
verſation. | 

- Te. 
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It is, beyond all diſpute, a very great 


| pity that a woman ſo plenteoufly endow'd 


by nature with every qualification to. 


ſhew virtue in its moſt amiable colours, 
ſhould, through a ſtrange depravity of 


principles and inclination, make uſe of 


all the fine talents ſhe is miſtreſs of only 
_ to. varniſh over the foul face of vice, and 


endeavouring to give a pleaſing aſpect to 


che deformity of fin and ſhame. 


- The beautiful perſon of Emilia, — her 
Forighuty wit, — her good humour and. 
atiability, render'd her the darling of all 


who knew her; — they beheld with an 
infinity of concern her intimacy with 


Coriſca, and thoſe, who either by proxi- 
mity of blood, or a long acquaintance. 
with her, thought themſelves privileged- 


to offer their advice, did it in the ſtrongeſt: 
terms, and ſpared no remonſtrances that 


might prevail on her to break off ſo dan- 
gerous a communication; — but ſhe was. 


deaf to all could be ſaid to her on this. 
ſubject: — it was her misfortune to be- 


come the miſtreſs of her own actions at 
too early an age; — what fortune ſhe 


was poſſeſs'd of was in her own hands, 


and as ſhe was entirely independent on 


her friends, would not ſubmit to be di- 


rected by them. 


In. 
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fo juſtice to this young lady's er, 
however, I muſt ſay, and ſhall hereafter 
prove, that there is a fund of honour 
and virtue in her foul ſufficient to have 
made hef look down with contempt and 
deteſtation on the conduct of Coriſca, 
and to have oblig'd her, if not to bre 
off all rerlatis with her, at leaſt not 
to appear with her in public, or make 
one in any party of pleaſure where ſhe was 
engaged, 


But, alas! the ſeeds of thoſe noble 
Principles for a time lay dormant in her, 
choak'd up with the natural levities of 
youth, and the modiſh exceſſes of the age, 
they had not power to fhoot forth into 
action : — innocently wanton, and indo- 
lently gay, ſhe ſaw not the danger to 
which ſhe expoſed her perſon and reputa- 
tion, becauſe ſhe thought not of it, nor 
gave herſelf the pains to examine what 
ſnares might poſſibly be ſpread for her; 
— but ſuffering herſelf to be continually 
hurried from one amuſement to another, 
never conſider'd or reflected on any thing 
farther than the Preſent ſatisfaction, 


I have been thus particular i in deſcribing 
the character and humour of Emilia, be- 
cauſe in the courſe of my rambles I have 

found 


© 


Ke: 
— 
2 

5 

Et 

Bt 9% 
> 
uy 

vi 

% 3 
8. 

* 
N 


The Trvifble 8 27 


found too many others of the ſame giddy 
bent, who, without the leaſt propenſity 


to ill, have heedlefly run into actions 


. Which have involved their whole future 
lives in diſnonour; — theſe have reaſon 


to pardon this digreſſion, eſpecially as it 
has not been tedious, and I ſhall now re- 


turn to the adventure which occalion'd it. 


Among the many Inviſible Viſits, which 


for a conſiderable time together I had 


made to the apartment of this celebrated 


Coriſca, I happen'd to be there one 


morning when Favonius and Palamede 


were with her; — the firſt of theſe gentle- 
men is of a very amorous inclination, and 


known to: be what the world calls well 


with her; — the other, though gay and 
lively as Mercury himſelf, has been re- 


ſtrain'd either through want of inclina- 


tion to her perſon, or his friendſhip to 
Favonius, from attempting to take an 
private liberties, and ſeldom viſits her but 
in his company. 


The diſcourſe they were engaged in, 
when I firſt broke in upon them, I found 


was on ſubjects of too trifling a nature for 
me to ſpread my Tablets tor the recep- 


tion, fo I ſhall make no repetition of any 


things were ſaid *till the entrance of 


Emilia, who came in ſoon after. 


Firſt 
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The firſt ſalutations were no ſooner over, 
than Coriſca taking her fondly by the 
hand ſpoke thus: 


Coriſca. Dear creature, this is an 
© exceſs of goodneſs in you to come thus 
early, — I did not expect you ' till 
< dinner time.“ „ 5 


Emilia. Indeed, my dear, I never 
* waited on you with ſo ill a will, nor 
© came on an errand ſo diſagreeable to 
my inclination; for I have but juſt 
time to tell you, that I am deprived of 
© the pleaſure I propoſed to myſelf of 
< paſſing the whole day with you.” 


Coriſca. On what occaſion !' 


Emilia. The moſt unlucky one that 
could have happen'd ; — an old aunt of 
mine has taken it into her head to quit 
her Rookery and Hen-houſe in the 
country, and come to ſtare and be 
ſtared at in town; — ſhe arriv'd laſt 
night, and ſent me word that ſhe muſt 
needs ſee me this morning; — decency 
obliges me to go, — ſhe is my god- 
mother, and beſides is pretty rich. 


Cariſca. 
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Coriſca. But cannot you make ſome 
excule to leave her as ſoon as you have 


paid your compliments? —I ſhall have 
all the world here this afternoon, and 


ſcore. 
Emilia. It cannot be avoided, — ſhe 


me, and I know will detain me, with a 
thouſand impertinent declarations of it, 


hope, will atone for this vexation, — 
Gentlemen, your ſervant.” 


In ſpeaking theſe laſt words ſhe turn d 
upon her heel and ran out of the room; 
but not ſo haſtily but that Palamede, 
with one ſtride, join'd her at the door 

and led her down ſtairs; — in the mean 


time Coriſca, looking on Favonius, ſaid 
ww him : 


Coriſea 9 nity poor Emilia; — . 
impertinent fondneſs of an old relation 


l * is almoſt as great a mortification as the 
* ee, indifference of a young fellow 
that one likes.“ 


would not have yu abſent upon any 
pretends to have a huge fondneſs for 


till bed time; — ſo, my dear, adieu for 
this whole tedious day; — to-morrow, 1 


Fuvonius. 


—— — 
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WW | am ſure, can never be in danger of ex- 
HE | . the latter of theſe vexations.“ 


+ | 
1 ' Favonius. The beau es - 1 
1 


To prove the ſincerity of this aſſevera- 
tion he cloſed it with a ſtrenuous em- 
brace, which Coriſca return'd; — there 
3 was time for no more, — Palamede came 
back, and Favonius, with a ſmile, ſpoke 
in this manner: : 


Jaws. 
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| Favenies. By the ſparkle in your 
1 eyes, Palamede, I ſhould imagine the 
1 piece of gallantry you have ſhew'd to 
Emilia has been more than pore” 4 
well received. 15 . 


VVG 


N 


: * 


Palamede. This and all others 1 11 
have yet had in my power to treat that 
lady with have been too trifling to de- 
* ſerve much notice from How. 9 


- 


Favonius. Oh, — every kind glance, 2 

« gives tranſport. to a man in love; — 
* — you muſt know, madam, I have ju 
found out that Palamede is moſt deſpe- 4 
F rately 1 in love with Emilia. 2 


| Coriſea. Indeed! — and do you a. 
low the charge, Palamede ?? 7 
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Palamede. Not altogether, madam; 

© — I am not abſolutely in love, but con- 
« feſs I think Emilia an extreme fine girl, 
and have had ſome very luſcious dreams 
on her account. 


Coriſca. What hinders you then from 


: making your addreſſes to her os 


Palamede. Why faith, madam, — to 
© confeſs the truth, I was afraid of not 


© ſucceeding on the terms I wiſh'd to do; 


© and as for marriage, the circumſtances 


of my eſtate require I ſhould make 


© choice of a wife with a much larger for- 
tune than Emilia is poſleſs'd of. 


Favonius. You are perfectly in the 
* right, Palamede; — a good fortune 
* with a wife is abſolutely neceſſary for a 


man of pleaſure, as it enables him to 


© make handſome preſents and entertain- 
e ments to thoſe women he may happen : 


* to like better.“ 


Coriſta. © So, Palamede, you durſt 
* not aſk Emilia the queſtion, for fear of 
meeting a rebuff from her over - ſcrupu- 
15 lous virtue. 


Vor. IV. | S Palamede. 
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Palamede. * © That is indeed the caſe, 
5 madam. 


Coriſca. Then you are a fool: 

not but I believe Emilia is perfectly in- in- 
nocent as yet; but what is innocence, 
what 1s virtue, what is honour, when 


you not know what mrs. Behn, who 
muſt be allow'd to be a perfect judge 
of nature in our lex, ſays upon this 
occaſion ? 7 


Oh curſed 1 thou Who firſt den | 


damn 
A woman to the ſin of ſhame! 


Honour, who taught lovely eyes the art, 
To wound, and not to cure the heart; 
_ With love t'invite, but to forbid with awe, - 

And to themſelves preſcribe a cruel law. ' 


His chief attributes are-pride and ſpight, 
His pow'r 1s robbing lovers of delight. 
Honour, that puts our words, that ſhould 
be free, | 
- Into a ſet formality ! 
Thou baſe debaucher of the gen' rous 
heart, | 
That teacheſt all our looks and ations art. 
What love deſign'd a ſacred gift, 
What nature made to be poſſeſs'd, 
Miſtaken honour mage a theft. 


oppos'd to love and inclination ! — Do 
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Thou foe to pleaſure, nature's worſt diſeaſe! 
Thou tyrant over mighty kings, 
Be gone to princes palaces, 
But let the humble ſwain go on, 

In the bleſt paths of the firſt race of man, 

That neareſt were to Gods allied, 


And, form'd for love, diſdain'd all other : 


pride. 


The emphatic accents and graceful 


manner with which Coriſca pronounced 


theſe lines, adding to the beauty of the 


poetry, ſtruck ſo "much upon the hearts 
of the two gentlemen, that they could not 
torbear clapping their hands, and crying 
out ſeveral times, Encore, — Encore, 
charming Coriſca. — On which ſhe 
laugh'd heartily, and reply'd, 


Coriſca. I want none of theſe thea- 


trical teſtimonies of approbation; — T 
would only convince Palamede, from the 
unqueſtionable authority of our Engliſh 
Sappho, that when a woman loves, no 
conſiderations are of force to reſtrain 
her from acting up to the dictates of 
her. paſſion,” 


I —q Ay, madam, if J could 


; * flatter myſelf with the hopes of being 
| * lov'd by Emilia, I ould have nothing 
to apprehend. ally 
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Coriſca. 1 will not pretend to tell 
you that ſhe is ſo much in love as not 
to be able to eat, drink, or ſleep for 


the thoughts of you; but 1 have heard 


her ſay a thouland times over, I be- 
lieve, that you are, without exception, 


the prettieſt fellow in the whole town, 
— that you dreſs the beſt, — and have 
ſomething peculiarly agreeable | in your 
air and manner of behaviour; — and 
on the ſtrength of this, and ſome other 
indications I have obſerved about her, 
I dare. venture to affirm that you are 
far from being indifferent to her, and 
that ſhe would be little leſs pleas'd than 


yourſelf with an opportunity of —_— 
entertain'd by you in private.“ 


Palamede. © Dear madam, you make | 
me the. moſt tranſported man alive. — 
But by what means can ſuch a thing be 
brought about ? — ſome ſcheme muſt 


be laid for that purpoſe. 


Coriſca. Nothing more eaſy ; — 1 
have it all in my head already; — ſhe 
will go any where with me; — we ſhall © 

be together to-morrow z — you two | 
ſhall come in as if by accident, and 
propoſe going to take the air on the 3 

other Aide of the water; — there is a 
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7 « liouſe the moſt commodiouſly ſituated 
that can be; — good gardens, woo 
wine, good beds, —_ every thing 

Favonius is well. acquainted with the 
6 Place. | RF 


.i (2 


Ru E ſuppoſe you mean that | 
* kept by mrs. e 15 | 


Goriſea, »The ſame, — When we 

have been there ſome time, and it be- 

gins to draw near the hour proper to 
think of going home, you ſhall diſ- 
charge the coach, and pretend the fel- 
low got drunk and went away without 
your knowledge; — there will be no 
poſſibility of procuring a vehicle to 
bring us to town, eſpecially at night; 

'— Favonius muſt be content to do pe- 
nance with me in loitering about the 
gardens, or in ſomething or other, till 
morning, while you make the moſt of 
your time with Emilia.“ 


Fa_ « Excellent; — my charm- 
Machiavel ! — But how ſhall we 


wh on Emilia to be OR from 
her dear Coriſca?“ 


Coriſta. Leave that to my manage- 


ment; — ſhe ſhall ſuſpect nothing of 
* the matter ?till ſhe finds herſelf alone 
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with you, — and then it will be your 
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* buſineſs to make her ſatisfied with be- 


| ing ſo. 


Palamede. * Kind creature, — where | 


« ſhall I find words to thank this com- 


< 00 to a ſuffering lover?“ 

Coriſca. Never trouble yourſelf about 
* thanks, — good actions, ey: ſay, re- 
ward themſelves. 


Favonius. * As for my part, I mall 


defer thoſe acknowledgments which 


your exceſs of goodneſs demands from 


me, both on my own ſcore and that of 
my friend, till to-morrow night, when 


they ſhall make part of that agreeable 


* penance I am to * 


This ſpeech of Favonius paved the way 


for a converſation conformable enough to 
=. characters of the perſons engag'd in 


but I am certain would not be well 


reſiſh'd by that part of my readers which 
I am moſt ambitious of obliging | ö 
| ſhall therefore cloſe the ſcene, as indeed 
I did ſoon after my Tablets, and quitted 
the apartments of this fair libertine, in 
order to retire to my own, and contemplate 
at leiſure on what I had ſeen and heard. 
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CHAP. III. 


Preſents the reader with the ang 1 


of an adventure very different from 


what the beg Inning may have given 


him reaſon t9 expect, 
HO I had thought nyſaif 7 too 


well acquainted with the principles 


and inclinations of Coriſca, to be at all 


ſurpriſed at any act of licentiouſneſs ſhe 
could poſſibly be guilty of, yet I could 
not defend my ſenſes from being ſeiz'd 


with the extremeſt ſhock, on finding ſhe 


could be baſe enough to condeſcend to 


become the inſtrument of others pleaſures, 


and betray the innocence of a young lady 


for whom ſhe had as much friendſhip as is 


conſiſtent with a woman of her character, 


3 —tlorgetting all this while what the good 


old poet, Mr. Philip Maſſenger, tells us 
on an occaſion ſimilar to this of Coriſca 
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© Virtue and Vice in one ſole point agree, 


Fach would be glad all like themſelves 


Ry be.“ 
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In ruminating very wiſely, as I then 
imagin'd, on what Coriſca had ſaid to. 


Palamede, I muſt confeſs I entertain'd 


ſuſpicions not at all to the advantage of 
poor Emilia ; — I fancied that ſhe had 


in reality confeſs'd a paſſion for that 
gentleman, and Coriſca, in forming this. 
contrivance to bring about a private in- 
terview between them, had done nothing 
but what ſhe was convinced in her own 
mind would be * ſatisfactory to her 


fair friend. 


It was never my cuſtom, however, t to, 


place an entire dependance on conjecture, 
whether of my own or that of another 
perſon, ſo reſolved to be as convinced as 


my Inviſible inſpection could make me. 


Accordingly the next day in the after- 


noon I girded on my precious Belt and 
went to the houſe of Coriſca ; — Emilia 


was not yet come, but juſt as J arriv'd I 
heard her give orders to refuſe admittance 


to all of her own ſex except that lady, 
and alſo to all thoſe of the other except 
Favonius and Palamede, 


ea noc but l be able 


to fathom the whole truth of this affair, 


by the converſation that would paſs be- 
tween. 
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tween theſe two ladies while they believed 
2 themſelves alone together, I was extreme- 
ly impatient for the approach of Emilia, 
7 and equally rejoiced when | ſaw her enter. 


The firſt ſalutations they gave each 


' other were ſuch as might be expected 
from perſons who mutually profeſs'd ſo + 
warm and tender a friendſhip ; — the 
ſubjects they afterwards talk*d upon were 
not of any conſequence ; — not one word 
of Palamede nor the projected tour was 
mentioned, — on which I abſolved Emilia 
from all blame on this. account, and was - 


ſorry I had ever wrong'd her. 


But the leſs room I had to condemn, 


the greater cauſe I had to pity her, and 


do deteſt the cruel plot contrived, and ſo 


near being put in execution againſt her 


virtue; but I had no time to indulge 


meditation, — the gentlemen preſently 


came in, — the propoſal, as agreed upon 
between them and. Coriſca, was imme 


diately made, — the ladies gave a ready 


aſſent, — a hackney- coach was order'd to 
be call'd to the door, and every one 
ſeem'd equally on the wing to be gone. 


The reader will now perhaps i imagine, 
that it being eaſy to ſee into the end of 


Tas: affair, there was no occaſion for any 
C-- = farther 2 
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farther enquiries in relation to it, and that 


curioſity had received its utmoſt gratifica- 


tion; — but I happen'd to be of a diffe- 
rent way of thinking, — I ſincerely pitied 


Emilia, and could not help being deſi- 
rous to ſee how ſhe would reſent the baſe 
artifice practiſed on her when ſhe ſhould 
diſcover it, and alſo how Coriſca would 
conduct the plot ſhe had contrived. 


It - was no difficult matter for me to 
know the houſe they were going to, both 
the deſcription I had heard given of 


it the day before by Coriſca, but alſo by 


what J had been told by other people 
concerning its commodiouſneſs for in- 
trigue, ſo I no ſooner found a hackney- 
coach was order'd, than I haſtily quitted 
the poſt I was in, — made the beſt of my 


way to the place of rendezvous, — got 


there before them, — took up my ſtand 
at the entrance, — ſaw them alight, and 
follow'd them into a well-turniſh*d ſpa- 
eious room, to which they were uſher'd 
by a ſpruce waiter. 


Wine and biſcuits were immediately 


ſerved up, and the company, after having 


refreſh'd themſelves with this little regale, 
went to walk in the gardens, which I 
1 found indeed very pleaſant, — well laid 

out into parterres and knots, and larger 


The — SPY. Te 


2 than I could have imagined ; — Favonius 
led Coriſca, and Palamede had Emilia by 
the hand, who, during this promenade, 
= 2 took the opportunity. of entertaining her 
with many tender ſpeeches, but inter 


mix'd with nothing that the moſt chaſte 
. = ear might not have liſten'd to without £ 


calling a bluſh upon the face. 

I was ſorry, however, to obſerve that 
ſhe receiv'd what he ſaid with a certain 
languiſhment in her eyes which em- 
bolden'd him to go on, and made me fear 
that he had indeed a ſecret aſcendancy 
over her uncautious, enn heart. 
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Come poignant or ht ropes; 2 


On their return into the houſe a table 
was ſpread with every thing that could 
excite the appetite or exhilerate the ſpirits; 
: — the. chearfulneſs and good humour 
of the queſts gave a double reliſh to the 
repaſt, — wit and ſparkling champaign. 

crown'd the board; and tho? the ladies: 
allay'd the too great potency of the one by 
the aſſiſtance of water, yet the other 
flow'd with no leſs ſtrength and vigour. 


N 


After ſome hours had been paſs'd in 
the height of gatety, Coriſca on a ſudden 
look*'d upon her watch, and aiſuming a. 
more ſerious air than ſhe was accuſtom'd. 
do wear, told the company that it was. 
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near one o'clock, and they muſt think of 


Y 


departing for London; — to which Fa- 
vonius reply'd, 


„ @a @ «a @ & 


ff @a „ % @ „ 


Favonius. * Among all the ridiculous. 
things mankind was ever guilty of, I 
know none more ſo than the having ſet 
their wits to work to invent a machine, 
and then ſubmitting to be govern'd 


by it.“ 


Coriſca. T here are many other laws, 
as well as this, by which the ſilly 


world have bound themſelves to go 
contrary to the primitive rules of na- 
ture and inclination, — indulging by 


ſtealth only thoſe pleaſures which they 


were born freely to enjoy; but, how- 
ever, all theſe cuſtoms, diſagreeable 2 
they are to people of real wit and ſpirit, 
muſt in ſome meaſure be comply'd 


with, or the ſtupid vulgar would pre- 


ſently accuſe us of irregularity and in- 


decency. 


Palamede. I look upon every one 
here, madam, to be above the cenſures 


of the vulgar, yet I will not pretend to 
enter into any arguments on that head ; 


and dare anſwer for Favonius, as well as 


for myfelf, that he would not preſume 


ye Inviſible 8 Wr. 37 
c to detain you a moment beyond the: 


Emilia. Indeed, . gentlemen, I think, 
and I believe Coriſca does ſo too, that 
to ſtay: any longer at this time would 
rather diminiſh than add to the ſatisfac- 
tion we have hitherto enjoy'd.“ 


«„ „„ 


Favonius, After ſuch a declaration, 
madam, any farther preſſures to the 
contrary on our part, might juſtly be 
look'd upon as impertinent and trouble- 
ſome: — it is certainly your province 
to command, —ours implicitly to obey,” 
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In fpeaking theſe laſt words, he went 
out of the room with Palamede, as it 
might be ſuppoſed to diſcharge the 

reckoning of the houſe ; but in a few mi- - 
nutes return'd, and with a ſeeming con- 
= cern in their faces ſaid, — that the coach- 
man, either by having got drunk or 
miſtaking his orders, had gone away ſoon | 
after he had ſet them down; — on which. | 
Coriſca affected to be extremely ſurpriſed, . 
and Emilia being really ſo, they both. |} 
cry'd out at the ſame time, | 
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Coriſca. This is the oddeſt accident ö 
ſure that ever happen'd. 7 
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Emilio. © Bleſs me! — ch way 
thall we get home | 5 | 


* 


Palamede. As for going home, ma- 
dam, it is a thing quite out of thge 
queſtion; — we have enquir'd, and | 
there is no poſſibility of procuring _ 
either coach, chariot, poſt-chaiſe, or 
any ſort of carriage whatever, till the 
morning breaks; — ſo, ladies, you muſt | | 
content yourſelves with being our gueſts 
for the remainder of the night.” | 


mo e 


Coriſea. © Well, fiace it is ſo we muft 
fen make a virtue of neceſſity, and 
divert ourſelves as well as we can.“ 


if Palamede. * It would be an 1 unpardon- 
« able vanity in us, madam, to imagine 
that any thing in our converſation could 
* compenſate tor the want of your repoſe; 
ue will therefore order a bed to be 
got ready for you two ladies, while Fa- 
vonius and myſelf watch the approach 
© of day, in order to provide a vehicle | 
for ing us to town.“ 


we 


Coriſca. No, no, — by no means, | 
© — we Will all ſhare the ſame fate; it 
„ would be ftrange indeed, if four people 
* taſte and Firit could not find ſome 
"Way: 
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way to amuſe each other for the ſpace. 


y | | * of one night. | 
[ While ſhe was ſpeaking a Concert of; | 

| Flutes, a Hautboy, a Double. Curtal, and | 
« | fome other wind mulic, on a ſudden ſa- | 
d luted their cars, — on which ſhe ery d out, i 
M 3 ö 
nd | Coriſca. 7 5 Hark "Ws mulic} — if it 1 
. continues it will very well atone lor the | 
+ 8 © loisofa few hours ſleep.” q 
if 

Emilia. 2 « Nothing ever Dennis ſo- | 
: « fortunately for me; — I love muſic as i 
1 1 love my life, eſpecially of this ſort.” | 
| 

i ; In ſpeaking this ſhe ran haſtily to the ; 
window and threw up the ſaſh, in order j 
co hear the ſeveral inſtruments more di- I 


1 ſtinctly; — Palamede follow'd, and they 
; KF both ſeem'd abſorb'd in a moſt profound 
attention for ſome minutes, which Fa- 


Arn 


: vonius and Coriſca obſerving, took that 
: opportunity of paſſing ſoftly behind them 
; ace lipp'd out ot theroom. 


Emilia turning her head preſently after, 
with a deſign, as I ſuppoſe, to ſay ſome- 
thing either to the one or the other, was 
lurpriſed at ſeeii:g neither of them there, 
and co} d out to Palamede, 


Emilia. 
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Which ſeems to proceed from the lower 


with an PI of Roving. - 


can you have with me that would be 
worth loſing one note. of this heavenly 
c muſic to liſten to!“ f 


peace, — an 3 


Emilia. * Bleſs me! — what is be- 
come of Favonius and Corilca !? 


Palamede. I know not, madam ; — 
perhaps they are gone down into the- 
* garden,. to be nearer. to the muſic, 
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end of the walk,” | — i 


Emilia. . Very likely; — they: might 
© have told us, however; — but fince it 
5 18 o we will follow. them.” 


| "II 5 With all my heart, ma- 
dam; — but firſt permit me to reveal 
© a ſecret to you which you ought to be 
told, and my breaſt has long  labour'd | 


Emilia, A ſecret! — What ſetted 


Palamede. *1 hopes you will be of 2 an- | 
other opinion, madam, when I ſhall | J 
tell you that the whole happineſs of my 
future life, and even my ſoul's eternal 


3 
*. 8 33 5 A 5 
BE LE TN] ms x 


Emilia. 
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Emilia. Sou mai tell * what you. 


will, but I ſhall believe nothing of the 


matter; ſo let us rejoin our friends.“ 


Tt is not ſo much by what people ſay, 
as by the manner in which they deliver 
themſelves, that the ſincerity of their. 
words may be gueſs'd at; and. I was. 
heartily glad to find, both by the looks 


of Emilia and the tone of her. voice, that 


ſhe indeed had more inclination. to do as. 
ſhe had propoſed, than to ſtay and ſuffer. 
herſelf to be entertain'd by Balan in 
the way ſhe might eaſily perceive he was. 
about to do it. 


The diſcreet 1 this young 
lady, however, could avail her but little 
in her preſent ſituation; — Palamede got 
between her and the door as ſhe was en- 
deavouring to go out, and throwing him- 


ſelf upon his knees before her, and at the 


ſame time catching faſt. hold of both her. 
hands, ſaid to 8 | 


pal © No, charming, Emilia, IL 


8 


have not ſo long languifh'd for an op- 
portunity like this to let it now eſcape 


* * * 


you to the moſt raging height the paſ- 


C. ſion 


me ! — you muſt, — you ſhall hear 
me. — By Heaven 1 love you! — love 
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* ſton can inſpire ! — For many, many 


* tedious weeks, you have been the only 


object of my nightly | viſions and waking 
: thoughts, — and —,* 


He was going on, but Emilia inter- 
rupted him by replying in theſe terms, 
accompanied with an air full of reſent- 
ment and confuſion, ' 


Emilia. * Fye, Pilate; this railery 
is impertinent and inſipid, — and what 


with by a perſon who has the character 
of good ſenſe and breeding. 


Palamede. 3 urged; — oh 
could you ſee into my heart you would 
find it all devoted to you ! — devoted 
to you, with a tenderneſs ſo perfect as 
can be equal'd by nothing but the 
charms that have ſubdued it. — Frown 
not, adorable Emilia, nor ſtruggle to 
get looſe; for by all my hopes, never 
will I quit the graſp I have taken of 


you, nor riſe from the poſture I am 


ſincerity, as well as ardency, of the 
flame you have kindled in me.“ 


Emilia. < Sir, this ccrn declara- 
* tion is little conſiſtent with that reſpect 


4 


I could not have expected to be treated 


in, 'till J have convinced you of the 


0 which | 
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which is always the attendant of an ho- 


* nourable paſſion. — If you bad, in- 
« deed, any thoughts of me of the na- 


ture you pretend, I am no recluſe, and 


you might have found a more proper 
6 ſeaſon to acquaint me witk them.“ 


Bae „The pation I am in- 
* flamed with, is not of a nature to ſub- 
mit to the dull forms obſerved by 


* vulgar lovers. — Beſides, what ſeaſon 


can be more fit for love than night, the 
friend of love? — Turn your eyes to- 
« wards the window and behold the ſilver 
c moon, with all the thouſand twinkling 
- * ſtars; fee how ſweet, how mild they 
1 thing. „with what benevolent aſpects they 
gart their rays upon us; — liſten to the 
© melodious ſounds you juſt now prais'd 

* — will not all theſe ſoften your ſoul, 
* — melt you into piy, and make you 
5 think {uch love as mine deſerves ſome 
< recompence ! 5 


Emilia. I'll hear no more; — un- 
* hand me, fir, and give me liberty to 
« feck our friends z or be aſſured my 
* cries ſhall raiſe the houſe.“ 


He then let go her hands and roſe from 
the poſture he had been in; but ſtill kept 
his backe * 3 the door, while 

with: 
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had ſaid i in this manner: 


Palamede. 5 Madam, you are obey'd 
in part, and if I acquieſce to every 


thing you. demand, it is not to be 


* imagined that you would be one jot 
6 leſs in my power than now; — our 
gaged with 


friends are too deeply eng 
*. each other to ſuffer themſelves to be 


*. interrupted ; and as to the people of. 
the houſe they know their diftance, and. 
are always extremely deaf on theſe oc- 


6 caſions.” 


On . Km ſpeak. FA he burſt 


into a flood of Tears, and throwing her- 
ſelf into a chair, cry'd out, 


Emilia. Oh heavens! — is this poſ- 
© ſible ! — can Coriſca be ſo vile! —am 
I betray'd! — baſely given up : her 
to infamy and ruin!? 


On hearing her make this exclamation, 


he left the place where he had been ſtand- 
ing and ſeated himſelf near her, — then 
taking one of her hands and preſſing it 
tenderly to his lips, ſpoke to this effect: 


Palamede. Not ſo, my angel! — 
by heaven, the tranſactions of this night 
8 * ſhall 5 


with a half ſmile, he reply*d to what ſhe: il 


wn = „e ID * 2 8 * 11 N 

4 d 8 A - . \ 

Z 4 : CN kd 7 MX 2 9 I . 1 * 78 of 4 
NY ew fe, Tee NESS Raf avs EEE 


e IRE: e . 
JVVVTFREk!! way PEN Pp, 
CES CO Ty WT Sn 


The Invifible Spy. 45 
ſhall be for ever a ſacred and inviolable 
ſecret! — not even Favonius nor Co- 
riſca ſhall be acquainted with it if you 
deſire the contrary z — I know they 
will laugh at me, but no matter, — I 
can bear all that, and much more, to 
„ with the leaft requeſt made by _ 

my dear Emilia; — oh then be kind, 
and bleſs my longing wiſhes ! — let no 
reluctance damp the coming joys, but 
Vield to ſhare the happineſs you give! Pr 


n 


& 4 


5 


0 conſternation of Emilia, on find- 
ing ſhe was expoſed to the danger ſhe 
now was in, by the very woman whom 
ſhe moſt had loved, and moſt believed 
ber friend, had thrown her into ſo pro- 
found a reſvery, that I much queſtion 
whether ſhe heard any part of what Pala- 
' mede had lately been ſpeaking to her, till 
_ cloſing his proteſtations with a ſtrenuous 
embrace, ſhe ſtarted up, broke from him, 
and looking wildly round the room ſhe 
ſpy'd two ſwords, which Favonius and 
Palamede had pluck'd off on their en- 
trance and put in a window, — ſhe 
ſaatch*d up one of them, and drawing it 
out of the ſcabbard in an inſtant, held 
the point to her ITY ſaying a at the ſame 
time, | 
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Emilia. © 3 is at leaſt a refuge 
from diſhonour; — that baſe woman, 
« who thought to make me as vile as I 
© now find ſhe is herſelf, ſhall meet with 
a diſappointment ſhe perhaps does not 
expect; — it you offer to approach me, 
or advance one ſtep beyond the ſpot 
you ſtand upon, this goes into my 
heart! 


The amazement, — the ſhock, — the 
confuſion Palamede was in at this action 
is altogether impoſſible to deſcribe her 
words, — her looks, — her voice, — con- 
vincing him ſhe was indeed in earneſt, 
he remain'd ſpeechleſs, — without mo- 
tion, — his eyes fixed on her in a kind 
of ſtupid ſtare, and ſeem'd like one trans- 
fix'd with thunder, — at length, reco- 
vering himſelf a little, he ſaid to her, in 
a faultering voice, 


Palamede. For heaven's ſake, ma- 
dam, wound not thus my ſoul by the 
« ſight of your deſpair ! — you have no 
cauſe ! — it is certain that I long have 
lov'd you, but never had a thought of 
ſeducing your innocence ; — the plot to 
bring you hither was not of my con- 
triving; — tis true I came into it, as 
where is the man would not! but be 
© afſured 
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alſſured I am no raviſher, nor capable of 


owing my pleaſures to brutal violence ; 


— oh therefore throw alide that cruel 
| weapon, or turn, the point on me, and 


it I make the leaſt attempt to offend 


your modeſty bury it to the hilt within 
my boſom! 


| Emilia. * Sir, 3 once look'd upon 


you as a man of honour, and ſhould 


rejoice to find you could redeem yourſelf 
in my 1 | 


Palamede. By all that's ſacred, not 
the utmoſt gratification of my looſeſt 
wiſhes could” have given me half the 


joy as now, to prove ” myſelf not wholly 

unworthy the eſteem of ſuch exalted 
virtue! — Charming Emilia! — per- 
fect in mind as well as form! — in 
both angelic! — behold me your con- 
vert! — The love I had for you is now-ẽ 


rarified into adoration ! — your virtue, 
like chemiſts gold, turns all into itſelf, 
and leaves no groſſer particles behind [ 
— forgive what is paſt, and never — 
never more will I preſume to entertain 
you with diſcourſes leſs chaſte and pure 


than your own virgin thoughts!“ 


Emilia. * May I believe this peni- 
tence ſincere? 34 | 


Palamede: 
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Palamede, Tou may, by heaven! 
and when I relapſe into my former | 
crime, may infamy, — diſeaſes, — the 
contempt of the whole world, — your 
eternal hatred, and every other curle 


fall on me!“ 


6 a6 4. 


. 5 Then find ſome way, if poſ- 
© ſible, to take me immediately from this 
mW . * place, and conduct me fate to my own 

14 Mi apartment. | 


| 
ol Palamede. My readineſs to obey 
| 


— 
— 
— — — 


1 you, madam, I hope, will prove the | 
1. integrity of my preſent intentions, and 
| "| be ſome atonement for the paſt; — it 
1 is my happineſs to have it in my power 
1 « to do what you require with much more 
5 * eaſe than you imagine; — you ſhall no 
Wi: longer, beautiful Emilia, be impoſed 
1 upon; — the coachman, whom we 
1 < pretended had left us, has only put up 
1 at an inn not above forty yards diſtant 
1 © from this houſe; — I ſuppoſe he may © 
7 N © be gone to bed by this time, as we 
Wi. < told him we ſhould not return to Lon- | 
1k © don *till the morning; but I will ſend 
WH and have him rouſed. 


— — — Te 


He had ſcarce made an end of * f 
a cheſe * when he rang the bell, 
. „„ and 
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and a waiter coming preſently up, he gave 
him the neceſſary orders for fulfilling the 
romiſe he had juſt given to Emiliaz on 
FF wiuch that young lady, with the atm 
| fatisfaftion in her voice and * cry'd 
cout, a 


rife Te 2 * 
„ 
„ 
e e 
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Emilia. This is : wal honourable, 


a indeed, — and worthy of yourlelt. ; 


E Something which. that inſtant ſtarted 
into the mind of Palamede, hinder'd him 
from making any anſwer, or even, per- 
haps, from hearing what ſhe ſaid; — 
he rang the Bell a : ſecond time with all 


would not ſuffer him to depart without 
taking ſome notice of the occaſion to Fa- 
vonius, with whom he had always lived 
in Xa perfect good underſtanding, and 
therefore intreated her permiſſion to write 


queſt was too reaſonable not to be com- 
plied with, and he ſat down and dictated | 
the following little epiſtle : : 


Yor. TY: D | To 


: his force, and call'd for pen, ink and. 
paper, which being brought, he told. 
Emilia that decency and good manners 


a few lines to that gentleman : — the re- 
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To Favonius. 
£6 My dear 1 


PHINGS have happen'd very dif- 
ferent from what I was made to 


expect in regard to Emilia : — in fine, 
— the is not a woman but an angel, — 


as ſuch I ſhall always eſteem her, and 
think it my glory to obey every com- 
mand ſhe is pleaſed to lay upon me: 
— the firſt ſhe has honour'd me with is 


to remove her hence and conduct her to |: 


her own apartment, which I am juſt 
now about to do. — I have no oppor- |. 
tunity to diſcharge the muſic or the 
expences of the houſe, ſo beg you will 
take the whole upon you, and meet 3 


me to-morrow evening at Braund's, 


where we will ſup together and ſettle | 


that affair. — Make what compliments 


and excuſes you ſhall think proper for 


me to Coriſca, and believe me, 


« With the greateſt ſincerity, 
% Dear Favonius, 
" Yours, &c. 
0 1 


While | 
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While mee was thus employ'd, 
alſo came into Emilia's head to Jer 


Coriſca know ſome part of the reſentment 
| ſhe had conceived againſt her, — accor- 
dingly ſhe took another pen out of the 
ſtandiſh and expreſs d Herſelf in theſe 
terms; 


To Con 


% MapanM, 


W HAT the united report of all 


who know you could never have 


made me believe, your behaviour this 


night has not only convinced me of, 
bur alſo that the tongue of malice can 
find nothing wherewith to aggrayate 


your real guilt. -— Was it not enough, 
oh moſt ungenerous woman! to fink 
your own honour and reputation in 
eternal infamy, but you mult alſo en- 
deavour to drag others into perdition 
with you! — Know, to your confu- 


ſion, that I happily eſcaped the ſnare = 


you had laid for me, and ſhall reap 


this benefit by my late danger, as to 
avoid the company of a perſon whom 
to preſerve an acquaintance with muſt” 


in the end have been the ruin of my 


character, if not of my virtue; for be 


allured, I ſhall henceforward be as 


MW 66 careful 
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careful to ſhun your preſence as ever ! 
de was eazer to come into it. — Here 
ceaſes all farther intercourſe between 
« us; — may the diſappointment of your 
«- baſe deſigns on me ſerve as a warning 
« to you not to attempt the like on any 
ee other equally inadvertent and uncau- 
„ tjous as the 


08 Much deceived 


8. EMILIA.““ 


They had juſt finiſh'd, ol made up 
the above billets, when che waiter return'd 
and told Palamede that he had, tho' not 
without ſome difficulty, prevail'd on the 
coachman to riſe, and that before he left 
the inn he had ſeen him go into the ſtable 
to bring out the horſes, 


e then gave him the letter be 


had wrote to Favonius, = — ſaying, 


Palamed:. 8 ſane to deliver this to 
de the gentleman who came with us as 
£ ſoon as he ſhall be ſtirring, — and let 


him know I ſhall lend the coach back. | 


6 in the morning.” 


Emilia alſo put into his hands her 
epiſtle to Coriſca, with theſe words: 


E milia. | 6 


8 — 1 ** 1 
FE 8 Ln n een * ; 
A <a ICE 2 2 8 * * Nr 7 wry [wh A * k "y F 
* „ 8 8 "wag! : 7125 L TS r e — 9 N oo g * 9 nnen r 2 nt ed COTE — ates has N 1 — 
r e F > Ira 1 8 pipe vt 2 * 7 o OR > a . F : 0 * een Bet ay : 5 R n !... TT 7—Ü1⅛drrl ITN ee ON RIO I RT FO n 
8 7. 8 . 2 eo an wet ws g = f 2 1 4 N N 21 8 C * 25 1 x 7 & 1 50 7 \ F : * F * 5 N - ö er R 50 — eee R 6 n SY re 
N e 2 ö CIR Ge BE AT ET TO AIRY; Fl 3 o En 30" a o I dE « : WES SET SN DEAE Ng 3 3 JEL — 3 $A 6 o CC 8 IJ Ge BOO SP A OS TE SS ; 
* 2 4% My SS 4 1 E LF <4 To 2 1 8 Da 1 Ne l . 1 * A > Xx 3 e * — : . $ 7 * 4 7 5 8 7 PR 8 2 957 
5 * 8 © Sd ws eee 1 : $09 CR EST Op 7 D N 8 — , IF TE eg” I SHS Wie * — FE | 4 . a <a £ [$68 e 8 3 Tx n 
- Le, TB bla I 2 } wh C29 8 . l ee eee 8 * +, 
— 2 8 x 5 FEY 11 
G 4 [ 


F 


4 
5 
8 
5 
. 
5 
5 
x 
5 
2 
$4 
ſp 
3 
2 
= 
5 f 
Pe, 
8 
* 
75 
7 89 
=O 
= 
5 
3 + 
E 
3 
8 % 
24 5 
5 
5 ; 
Wy 
oo * 
$89 
— = 
2 
* 
\, % 
> 
1 
x 1 
_ G 
8 
38 
25 1 
2 < S 
I 
. 
1 * 
. 
* 
8 
++ 
— 
8 
. 
2X 
„ Be 
og 
Fas 
22 
7 7 
8 
* . 
. 3 
n 
1 7 
* * 
8 
4 £ 
US” as” 
2 
7 
Win he 
r 
1 
* 
ag 
| os . 
* 5 
F: 
2 * 
2 5 
1 4 
8 
| 
A + 
3 
8 
+ py 
4 K 
- : 
* 
Wk 
9 
n 
2 
8 
4 * 
8 * 
8 
2 T5. 
8 
i 
2 
3 
75 
3 
* 23 2 
SHE 
. 
5 
8 
7 
8 
3 
* 
= 4b 
2 *% 
HEE; "| . 
1 
EE 
6. 06, 
* 
'£ 
6 
be 
4 


Br 2: 4 
N 5 5 


The Lavi ble. Sp v. 53 


Emilia. And ter the lady know I. 


left this for her.“ 


The fellow reply'd, that they might 


depend he would be punctus al in diſ- 
charging the commiſſion they entruſted 


him with, and then witharew, 


Finding my Chryſtaline Tablets were 


now overchars” d, I was oblig'd to ſhut. 
them up, ſo can relate no farther par- 
ticulars of what converſation paſs'd be- 
tween Palamede and Emilia during the 
mal] time they waited for the coach to 


carry them away; — and can only ſay 


in general, that the greateſt reſerve and 
_ diſtance was obſerved on both ſides : — 
Emilia, though now perfectly ſatisfied 


with the contrition of Palamede, thought 


it would be imprudent to appear too gay; 


— and Palamede, fearful to renew her 
apprehenſions, behaved towards her with 
all the folemnity of a Chineſe Mandarin. 


On their going down they were met at 
the bottom of the ſtairs by the woman: 


who kept this tavern, or rather brothel ; 


who uſhering in what ſhe had to ſay with- 
a low curtſy, told Emilia that ſhe flatter'd 


herſelf with the expectation of her ſleep- 


ing there that night, and. hoped nothing... 
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diſagreeable had happen'd to occaſion her 
departure at ſo unſeaſonable an hour; 

adding, that ſhe ſhould never forgive 
herſelf if any thing in her houſe had diſ- 


obliged fo ſweet a young lady. 


Emilia anſwer'd this fawning ſpeech 
only with a look of contempt ; but Pa- 
lamede told her ſhe need be under no 
concern on that ſcore, — the lady had no 
objections to her houſe, but choſe never 
to fleep out of her own * | 


| doe was ſaid, — they went into 
the coach and I follow'd on foot; for 1 
had not curioſity enough to make me ſtay 
the remainder of the night in that place, 
tor no other purpoſe than to ſee how Fa- 
vonius and Coriſca would behave on being 
told that Palamede and Emilia were 
gone, and receiving the epiſtles that 
* and lady had left for them. 


I had a bing walk home ; but my In- 
viſibility ſecured me from the danger of 
any inſults, and the ſatisfaction that roſe 
in my mind, on the noble conqueſt virtue 
had gain'd over vice, made the way ſeem 
much leſs tedious, 


A few days after I was inform'd, by 


the report of the town, that Palamede 
NR made 
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made his public addreſſes to Emilia: 
being willing to be better convinced in 
the truth of this matter, I made lever al 
viſits to Emilia's apartment, and found 


that in fact the thing was as I had been 
told; — Palamede, who really lov'd 


Emilia much more than perhaps he was 


ſenſible of himſelf, before this proof ſhe 


had given him of her virtue, got over 


that objection which the ſcantineſs of her 
fortune had before laid in his way; and 
F milia, who had liked him as much as 
Coriſca had ſaid ſhe did, gave all the 


_ encouragement he could with to his ho- 


nourable paſſion, 


I look upon the affair to be now in a 


manner concluded on, and that a very 
ſhort time will conſummate their mutual 


wiſhes, — a cataſtrophe which I doubt not 
but every generous reader will heartily 


rejoice at as well as myſelf, 


Favonius, who is in reality a man of 
ſtrict honour and good principles, though 


ſomewhat too ſanguine in his amours, 
{till continues his intimacy with Palamede, 


and highly applauds his converſion in fa- 
vour of the fair inſpirer of his honourable. 
flame; — Coriſca bites her lips whenever 
the name of Emilia is mention'd, and en- 
deavours all ſhe can to traduce that virtue 
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which ſhe had not the power to deſtroy ; | 


56 The Hoy ble Sp v. 


but all ſhe ſays on that ſcore ſerves only 
to ſhew more plainly her own bad heart; 


and Emilia, by xefraining all converſation 


with her, has entirely regain'd that eſteem 
and good opinion which ſhe had well 


nigh ſoſt. 


eee eee EV c rr NE 5 


CHAP. IS < 


Contains the rehearſal of a converſation 
eohich the Author accidentally bap- 
pen'd to be witneſs of, and looks upon 
humfelf as bound by an indiſpenſible 
obligation to make public; though 
perfectiy conſcious, from his obſerva- 
trons of mankind, that there are a 
very great many of bis readers who 
i labour all they can to bring theſe 
pages into d; creat. 


Ox whom I ſhall always rank among 
the number of our beſt Englith 


Authors, tells us in a juſtly eſteem d 
Poem, that 


Wiſdom is ſtill to Noth t too great a "= : 
None are fo buſy as the fool and knave, 


How 


N 
3s 


How widely different are the pictures 


drawn of a perſon whoſe prudence makes 


him act and talk with circumſpection 

and reſerve ? — How various are the re- 
preſentations made of him? — He has al- 
moſt as many characters as there are 


ſpeakers of him; — by the abundance 


one hears of him the judgment is diſtract- 
ed, and there is no forming a right idea 


of what he truly! Is. 


One can go into no company without 


hearing ſome mention made of Lord Ho- 
norius, yet one ſhall ſeldom find any two 


people agree in their opinion concerning, 
him, cither as to his abilities or principles, 
whether in religious, moral, or political 


matters. 


He is no follower of the court, yet 


does not totally avoid going thither ; — 


he profeſſes himſelf a member of the 
eſtabliſn'd church, yet converſes freely 
with thoſe of different perſuaſions; he 
liſtens attentively to the arguments urged 


by perſons of all parties and all ſets, 


without offering any of his own, or giving 
his opinion, which are wrong or which. 


are ri Shi. 


For this reaſon all the zealots, both in 


: religion and Politics, brand him with 
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| lukewarmneſs, and ſay he is a man of an 
uncertain way of thinking, and has no 
ſettled principle of acting. 


Some few there are Who applaud 10 
moderation, but many more who look 
upon 1t as a piece of low cunning, thereby 
to cover ſome latent deligns he has within 
his boſom ; but of what nature theſe are 
I have heard many warm diſputes about. 
— Some will needs have him in the inte- 

reſt of the Pretender, and others that 
he is ſecretly a tool of the Miniſtry : — 

ſome have confidently averr'd that they 
have ſeen a white roſe carry'd into his 
houſe on the 10th of June, and others 
that he has worn a yellow waiſtcoat on 
the birth-day of his preſent Majeſty ; — 
as if an innocent flower, or the colour of 
a piece of ſilk, were ſufficient tokens to 
ſhew the wiſhes of the wearer's heart. 


As to his ceconomy in private life, he 

is not at all expenſive in dreſs, equipage, Þ 
or the furniture of his houſe, chuſing to 
appear rather below his rank than in any 
particular to exceed it: — this is frequent- 
ly attributed to his covetouſneſs, while 
more favourable judges ſuppoſe it to be 
_ owing to his contempt of the modiſh 
fopperies of the age: — he partakes of | 
«ll the pleaſures of the town, but never 
purſues 


an 


The Invijible 1 - 


purſues them to an exceſs or with eager- 


” neſs; — the graver ſort of people aſcribe 
this to his diſcretion, and the more gay to 
= want of Jpirit and coldneſs of an, 


Thus apt are we to form a vain nit 
ment on things we know nothing of; — 
the heart of man is incomprehenſible, un- 
leſs diſcovered by himſelf in ſome glaring 
proof either of virtue or vice; — the firſt 
he may not have an opportunity to. ſet 
forth in any conſpicuous light, and the 
the latter he may have artifice and hypo- 
criſy enough to gloſs over and conceal. — 
How impoſſible then is it to be certain 


to which of theſe he is in reality de- 


voted : 7 


Among the variety of deſcriptions and 
reports in relation to Lord Honorius, I 


found, notwithſtanding, that it was agreed 
On by all hands, that though he would 


not ſuffer himſelf to be impoſed upon by 


his tradeſmen, yet he always took care 
their bills ſnould be paid with the utmoſt 


exactneſs and punctuality, and that he 
never dealt with foreigners, — Theſe ar- 
ticles, however inſignificant they may 
ſeem to ſome of thoſe who call themſelves 
the polite world, I confeſs, gave me ſuch 
an idea both ot his prudence and Juſtice, 

2S Mage me immediately join with thoſe 
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who ſpoke the greateſt things 1 in his praiſe 


in other reſpects, 


But being deſirous of penetrating more 
deeply into the reality of this nobleman's 
diſpoſition, I reſolved to try how my In- 
viſibilityſhip would ſerve that end, and 
accordingly made a viſit one morning at 
his houſe. 


AJ d through ſeveral neat rooms, 
the furniture of which was rich, and be- 
fitting the dignity and fortune of the 
owner; but had nothing of gaudineſs in 


it. — At laſt I found the perſon 1 went to 


ſeek, — he was in a cloſet within his 


dreſſing- room and had a book in his 
hand; — I was curious to ſee what was 
the ſubject ot his meditations, and look- 
ing over his {naoulder perceived it was the 


poems of our Engliſh Pindar, the cele- 
brated Mr. Abraham Cowley : — the 
page he was employ'd in on my entrance 


contain'd, among others, theſe lines: 5 


Oh ans when in you ſhall I, 


Eas'd of unpeaceful thoughts myſelf 
« efpy |! 


3 0 fields! O woods when ſhall I be 


made 


8 The happy tenant of your ade! 


Here's 
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© Here's the {pring-head of plealure's 
- © Hood. | 
„Where all the riches lie, 
That ſhe has coin'd and ſtamp'd for 
8000, | 
© To charm the mind as- well as eye. 


pride and ambition here, 


_ Only i in far-fetch'd meataphors appear; 


Here's nought but winds can hurtful 
« murmurs ſcatter, : 
And nought but echo flatter: 


6: « The Gods, when they deſcended hither 


From Heaven, did always chuſe their. 


— 
And therefore we may bo! dly ſay, 
That is the 7 LOC thither.. 


: Wen he came to this part of the poem, 


by ſtopp'd and cry'a our with the Sr cateſt. 


emphalis, 


| Lord Honcrius. Charming inimitable 
« Cowley! — How juft, how truly deli- 


« cate are all thy notions, and how wide- 


ly different from thoſe of the age I 


have the misfortune to live-in! — Tf. 
one may ſorm a judgment, as ſure one 


eighty years ago, tne genius of Britain 
was far unlike what it 1 at 


0 
[5 
4 
may, by the writings of ſeventy or. 
© 
C- 
6. 


h preſent.” 15 


He 
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He had ſcarce finiſh'd this exclamation, 
when a ſervant open'd the door and told 
him that Sir Whimſy Brainſick was come 
to wait upon him; — on which he laid 
alide the book, and went into the next 
chamber to receive his gueſt. 
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After giving and returning the cuſto- 
mary ſalutations of the morning, and ha- 
ving ſeated themſelves, the following 
dialogue enſued between them: 


Lord Honorius. Tis a wonder to 
ſee you dreſs'd and abroad thus early, 
Sir Whimſey; — I think you are com- 
* monly in your firſt ſleep after this time. 


Sir I/himſey Brainſick. Ay, my Lord, 
© but pleaſure muſt on ſome occaſions 

give way to buſineſs ; — I have vaſt 
affairs upon my hands at preſent ; — I 
only ſnatch'd a moment to take leave 
of your Lordſhip, and two hours hence 
* ſhall ſet out for the country.” 


Lord Honorius. On your election, 
*. ſuppoſe Fo | 


Sir Winſey 2 Brain ck. No, no, — 
* my Lord Triffli Traffli has ſecur'd me 
a borough without my taking the trouble 
* of ever going near it; — my buſineſs 
< at preſent is down at , Where I 
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© have a conſiderable eſtate, and, I be- 


© lieve, a pretty good intereſt; - and I 
have engag'd myſelf to ſtrain both, as 


0 


far as they will go, in favour of dir 


Craft y Shallowbuggen.” 


100m 


Lord Honorius. © Sir Crafry Shallow- 
buggen !—What then has mr. Worthy, 
the preſent member, declined ſtanding ?? 


Sir IV bimſey Brain k. No, no, my 
Lord, he = not declined ; but we are 


reſolved to have him out at any rate.“ 


Lord Honorius. I would not have 
you deceive yourſelf, Sir Whimſey, — 
mr. Worthy is a gentleman who I am 
told is highly eſteem'd by his conſti- 


tuents, and you may be at a great deal of 
expence to oppoſe him to no purpoſe.“ 


Sir Whimſey Brainſick. As to the 


expence, I don't doubt but it will be 
made up to me ſome way or other; — 


I have my eye upon a place; and, I can 


tell you, am as good as promis'd either 
that or a riband. 1 


Lord Honrius. The character I have 
heard of mr. Worthy makes me ſorry 
ſo powerful an oppoſition ſhould be ſet 
on foot againſt him. ” 
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Sir Whimſey Brainſick. * He has been 


* ſtubborn, my Lord, very ſtubborn, — 


has voted againſt the Jew and Clan- 


deſtine Marriage Bills; — and it is not 
fit the Miniſtry ſhouid be affronted. — 
Your Lordthip, I ſuppoſe, is a friend. 
to the niſtry. 


Lord Homorins, © Sir, I never gave 


any man reaſon to believe I was the 
| Pocrary. ; | 


Sir Mbimſey Brainfich © NO; no, —: 


Jour Lordſhip is too Wiſe z — thoſe 
who are friends to the Miniſtry are 


friends to themſelves ; — for my own 


part, if it were not to oblige them! 
would not give two-pence who had the 

election at „or any where elſe — 
But I muſt beg your lordſhip? s pardon, 
I have a thouſand things to diſpatch, 


C 
and would not be waited tor by four or 
"Gf 
[4 


five gentlemen who accompany me on 
the fame expedition, — fo your Lord- 


1 * ſhips s molt obedient.” 


Lord Honorius W Sir Whimſey, 
© —I wiln ow a good journey.” 


With theſe words they parted, — Lord 


Honorius ſaw him to the top of the ſtair- 


caſe, 


. r — 


r 
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| eaſe, and then turn'd back to his cloſet, 
ſay ing to himſelf as he went, 


Lord Honorius. 0 What 2 wild world 


a is this! — How do men. toil to bring 
imfamy on themſelves, and entail cer- 
( tdtain ruin on their Pan hy 


As I e by the little nile [ 
had ſeen, that it was now in my power 
to make a better judgment of the ſenti- 
ments of this nobleman than by all I had 
heard from others, I was following Sir 
Whimſey Brainſick down Stairs; but on 
hearing ſome debate between a plain 
honeſt-looking countryman and a ſpruce 


footman, * who, as I found afterwards, 


had been but lately taken into my Lord's 


ſervice, I ſropp'd ſhort to liſten to "=_ 


occaſion. 


I ſoon perceived that the countryman 
was deſirous of ſpeaking to his Lordſhip, 
and the fellow, judging by appearances, 
thought it too great a preſumption, and. 


would fain have turn'd him from the 


door; but the ruſtic was not ſo eaſily re- 
pulſed as the other had imagined ; — the 
firſt words I could hear dittinctly "_w 


28 follow: : 


Tootman. 
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Footman. © I tell you, friend, I know 
not whether my Lord is at home or 
not; — or if he is, whether he pleaſes 


to be viſible; — but if you let me 


know what buſineſs you have with him, 
and from whom you came, I will take 
care his lordſhip ſhall be inform'd, and 
you may have your anſwer to-morrow." 


Cruntryman. Goodlack, mr. Skip- 
jack, — who are you? — my Lord is 
not uſed to have ſuch malapert fellows 
about him: — but if J muſt not ſee 
my Lord, pray let me ſpeak to mr. 
Downright. the gentleman that dreſſes 
and waits upon him, — he knows me 
well enough, and will give me a better 
anſwer.” = _- 


The footman then vouchſafed to call 


the perſon he mention'd, and the country- 
man had the ſatisfaction to find himſelf 


well received, — mr. Downright ſhook. 


him cordially by the hand, — told him 
he was glad to ſee him in London, and 
aſk'd him what buſineſs had brought him 
hither ; — to which the other reply'd, 


Countryman, © In good troth I did 


* not come upon pleaſure, — I have b uſt 


neſs, — very great buſineſs 


with my 
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5 Lord, and would fain ſpeak to him, — 

© if ſo be! may have liberty to come into 
his preſence, as you know, mr. Down- 
* right, I have done many a good time 
© in the country : — but that mr. Finikin 
„there, with his pig-tail wig, ſtands as 
© it were like a mud-wall to keep cry 

body off the houſe,” - 


67 


Mr. E Oh he did not know 
t you, mr. Goodacre; and beſides, he 
© has lived in families where nobody ans 
© out a coach or chair are admitted; 
but | will acquaint my Lord you are 
© here, — he 1 is alone, and I am rare will 
« fee you.“ 


Countryman, Thank you, mr. Down- 
right; — it is well there are ſome civil 
6 People in this lame ns 


Mr. Downelght then went on his meſ- 


| ſage, —the footman look'd very ſheepiſh 


and ſmeak'd away, while the countryman 


| ſtrutted about the hall as great as an em- 


peror, *till the valet return'd and mar: 


i him to walk up. 


As 1 took mr. Goofacre for one of 
my Lord's tenants, and imagin'd he was 
only come on the ſcore of - renewing a 
leaſe, or ſome ot her country affairs rela- 

ting 
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ting to himſelf, which I had no manner 
of curioſity to pry into, | was in ſome 
debate within myſelf whether I ſhould 
ſtay or go directly out of the houle, the 


door being then open; but a certain im- 


pulſe, the meaning of whack I cannot ac- 
count for, ſway'd me to purſue. my firſt 
thought, and 1 turn'd back and accom- 
panied him into the preſence of my Lord, 
trom whom he met with a reception not 
commonly given by perſons of quality to 
a man of his plain appearance, except on 


; particular occaſions, 


His Lordſhip made a Gi down in a 
chair very near himſelf, and, with a 
ſmiling countenance and the greateſt affa- 


bility in his voice and air, told him he 


was glad to ſee him look ſo well and 
hearty, — that he hoped. his wife and fa- 
mily enjoy'd the ſame ſhare of good 
health, — and then aſk'd what buſineſs 
had brought him up to London: — to 
the former part of theſe obliging ſpeeches 
he only anſwer'd with ſeveral low bows; 
but to the latter reply*d in theſe terms: 


Mr. Goodacre. Why, my Lord, your 
s Lordſhip knows we are going to have 
* a new Parliament, — and belike there 
« will be a great buſtle all over the king- 
dom about Elections - and no wonder 


"I 


© intereſt more at heart, 


The Twoifible Spe. bo 
if there be; — every one makes us ſuch 


« fair promiſes when they come to aſk us 
« for our votes, that *tis a hard matter to 


know which we can moſt depend upon; 
We have been ſerved baſely, very 


« baſely, by ſome of our repreſentatives, 
« —and it behoves us to be very cautious 
8 for the future. 


Lord Honorius. Very true, mr. Good- 
« acre, it does ſo indeed, — and I hope 
© the nation will think ſo.” 


Mr. Goodacre. © Now as to our bo- 
3 rough, — no man could make finer 
6 ſpeeches to us, or pretend he had our 
than *Squire 
FEarnly, before he was choſen, yet he no 
ſooner got into the houſe than he ſhew' d 
he did not care a ſtraw for us, — laugh'd 


gat all our petitions and remonſtrances, 


and, I am told, made a merit of 1 It to 


the Miniſtry.” 


Lord Honorius. 4 I am afraid there 
© are too many who have done ſo. — 
Does the ſame gentleman ſet up again? 


Mr. Goodacre. No, my Lord, — he 


would have no chance for it if he 


did, — we know him too well, he ſees 
s « that well n — but tis thought, 
| =, « how- 
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however, that he will get in for ſome 
place or other. | 


Lord 68 c Nothing more like- 
ly. — But do you hear who intends to 
offer himſelf in his ſtead * 18 | | 


Mr. Goodacre. © Ye, my Lord, — 
great intereſt is already making for one 
Capt. Saſhbright ; — he is as fine a per- 


ſon, indeed, as the fun ſhines upon ; — 


but we know nothing of him : — he is 
recommended by Sir Courtly Jobber, 
— has brought a power of money down 
with him; — they went together in 
Sir Courtly's coach to * fair, — 


bought a many things, and gave them 


to every body about them; — guineas 
and broad pieces fly about like hail; — 


any one, almoſt, ay * them for 
picking up. 


Lord 3 so then he may eaſily 
carry it, I ſuppoſe?* * . | 


Mr. Goodacre. 0 15 cannot tell chat, my 
Lord, — there was a numerous meeting 
at the Roſe about a fortnight ago, and 
Squire Wellwood of the Green was put 
in nomination, — his family has been 
ſettled for a long time at , he 


* moſt part in the country, — does 
da great 


ome © £ 
3 Fa 


: 7 5 
— — 
em 6 
1eas 5 
— 4 
for « 
uy 6 
ny C 
ng 5 
nd C 
ut . 
en « 
he © 
eg | L 
at - : 


The Inviſible Spy, 71 


a great deal of good among the Poor, 
and is mainly beloved.” 


Lord 3 9 Jong lian; mr. 
Goodacre, — he is certainly a very 
worthy gentleman,” 


Mr. Goodacre. « Ay, my Lord, — he 


would have it all to nothing, if i it was 
not for one conſideration. 


Lord Howrrius. 0 What | 18 he "op 


Mr. Goodacre. © The Captain has pro- 


miſed, that if he gets his election he 
will procure an Act of Parliament for 
4 new Road to be cut, at the Govern- 


ments expence, from go nn 
which your Lordſhip knows would be 
a great advantage to our market.“ 


Lord Honorius. 6 A very great one, 


indeed.” 


Mr. Goodacre. Ay, my Lord, if we 
were ſure it would be done; — but 
there lies the query. — Some people 
will promiſe any thing to gain their 
oint, and never think of it atterwards. 
— We all know 's Squire Wellwood to 


be a noble gentleman, — and ſo may 


Capt. Saſhbright too, — he may or he 
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„CC 


may not. — Now we are ſtrangely K 


vided in our opinions, whether we 
ought to leave the certain good for the 
uncertain better, — and have at length 
reſolved to be decided by your Lord: 
ſhip” 


Lord Pwr * By wb 
Mr. Goodacre. Ves, my Lord, ve 


know your Landis to be a wile man, 
and a true lover of your country.“ 


11 Honorius. I have always thought, 


mr. Goodacre, that to meddle in theſe 
things would prove me deſerving neither 
of the one nor the other of the epithets 


you give me; —every elector ought to 


give his vote according to the dictates 
of his conſcience, and not ſuffer himſelf 
to be ſway'd by any intereſt or motive 


whatever ; and for a nobleman, or other 


perſon of diſtinction, to attempt, either 
by menaces or cajolings, to make them 
act to the contrary, appears to me to 


be the moſt groſs encroachment on Li- 


berty that can be offer'd. 


Mr. 1 © But here the caſe is 


* * my Lord. 8 


Lord 
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Lord Honorius. I grant it is. — You 
deſire my advice as a friend, — not ſub- 
mit to be govern'd by me as a director; 
— it would therefore be ungenerous, 


and even cruel, in me to ſuffer you to 


be deluded by falſe pretences, when it 
is ſo eaſily in my power to put you 
upon your guard againſt them. In 
the firſt place, you "ought. to conſider 
that Capt. Saſhbright, whatever his 
character may otherwiſe be, is an officer. 
in the army, — and as ſuch it is his in- 
tereſt to promote the' continuance of a 
ſtanding army, and conſequently of 
thoſe taxes which are neceſſary for the 
ſupport of it. — In the ſecond, Sir 


Courtly Jobber, who it ſeems is the 
perſon who recommends” him, has for 
a long time, to my certain 


been an agent for the miniſtry, and is 
indebted for his title, and the beſt 
part of the eſtate he is in poſſeſſion of, 


merely to the good fervices he has ren- 


der d them.“ 


c Ay marry, — theſe 
things are worth thinking of indeed : — 
ſo I ſuppoſe, my Lord, the money he 
ſo plentitully throws about is none of 
his own 7. 
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Lord Honorius. Not a Git, — he 
wil be reimburs'd with intereſt, : 


Mr. Goodacre. * And yet I hn not, 
my Lord, but there may be ſome 
among us fooliſh enough to be inveigled 


by this bait. — Alackaday! — we coun- 
try people are ignorant of ſuch prac- 


tices; — we little think what the great 


folks in town are doing, and a many 
there are that would not believe a word 


of it without good authority. — Oh I 
wiſh your Lordſhip were down at Eg- 


gum-Hall at this critical Juncture.' 


Lord Honorius. + I will be there, mr. 
Goodacre, in ſpite of the averſion I 
have always had to appear at elections, 


or to diſtinguiſh mylelf on any occa- 


fion ; — my love to the place which | 
gave me birth, and good-will to my | 
countrymen, ſhall overbalance all other 


conſiderations ; — I will do all I can to 
ſtrengthen the weak eyes which are in 


danger of being dazled with Sir Court- 
ly's gold, and ſhew them the falſe Þ 
luſtre of his fleeting promiſes.” $ 


Mr. Goodacre. Heaven bleſs your 
Lordſhip ! — a noble reſolution !? 
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Lord Honor ius. „When do you re- 


© turn, mr. Goodacre | 4 


Mr. Coodacre. 1 ſhall lie but this 
one night in town, my Lord, and ſet 


_ © out betime to-morrow morning.” 


| Lord Honorius. I will not be two 
£ 2 behind you; — in the mean time 


Wu may tell them what J ſay.” 


Mr. Goodacre. Y It will be jt 1055 
_ © to ſome.“ 


There paſsd no farther com 
between them, the honeſt countryman 
roſe up to take his leave, full of tranſport 
at the ſucceſs of his negotiation z but 
Lord Honorius would not permit him to 
depart *till he had rung the bell for mr. 
Downright, and given orders that he 


ſhould be made welcome with the beſt 

entertainment the houſe afforded ; — I 
left him to accept the invitation, and re- 

turn'd to my apartment, well ſatisfied in 


my mind that I was now enabled to form 


a right judgment of this nobleman's 
principles and W - 
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arm i ᷣ eee ee CD BEXDULIS ATI LATTE 


CHAP. V. 


Preſents the reader abt th the detail of 


a very remarkable incident, which, * 
believe, if conſider'd with a due at- 
tention, there are but few people, 
eſpecially of the Fair Sex, who ill 
not find themſelves enabled to become 


better members of ſuctety 7 Paving 


peruſed. 


Certain ſacred writer tells us, that 


the tongue 1s an unruly member, 


and preaches much concerning the govern- 
ment of it; — but ] dare not preſume to 


inſiſt too much on his authority, as he 
has been, with others of his cotempora- 


ries, pretty much exploded for almoſt 
half a century; and I might be look'd 


upon, by my polite readers, as a very 
old-taſhion'd filly fellow to make any 
mention of him. 


But I may venture, without running 
the riſque of being read with a horſe- 


laugh, to quote the words of another 
very great and learned perſon of a more 


| modern date, who ſays, — that the tongue 


18 
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is the moſt dangerous of all weapons; — 
that it is capable of deſtroying all pe 
all love, all harmony in the world; — 
of ſowing diſſentions among families; of 
diſuniting the hearts of the deareſt friends 
and relations; of ruining the reputation 
and fortune of whomſoever it is levell'd 
againſt; and that even murders and the 
worlt of miſchicis may be —— 


by it. 


That the tongue, when it becomes the 
inſtrument of a malicious heart, carries a 
thouſand daggers in it, is a truth which 
the obſervation of every one evinces. — 
But this is not all, — public abuſe or pri- 
vate ſcandal, defamation and detraction, 
are not the only vices of the tongue, — 
an unguarded word is frequently produc- 
tive of the moſt unhappy conſequences, 
— it wounds, as it were, by chance- 
medley, and a perſon may be ſtabb'd in 
the moſt tender part without any inten- 
tion in the giver of the blow. 


1 talkative diſpoſition, or, in other 
words, a paſſion for repeating every thing 
one ſees and hears, or even gueſſes at, is 
extremely dangerous to ſociety; and tho? 
it is a foible proceeding rather from levity 
than ill-nature, ſometimes produces the 
lame effects; — thoſe guilty of it, per- 


* haps, 


| 
| 
| 
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haps, may mean no hurt; — but, alas! 
they conſider not how] far the perſon to 
whom they are ſpeaking may be intereſt- 
ed in the report they make, and that 
what they imagine of no moment may 
ſtab him to the . 


Making 1 is more common than for 
people to hurt thus at random, and by 
their raſhneſs to occaſion accidents, which 
if they foreſaw they would be molt care- 
1a to prevent, — as a poet of the preſent 


age ar enough expreſſes it: 


Thinking to ſhoot my arrow ofer the 
c houſe, 


© have kill'd my brother.“ 


But this inadvertency, as great a weak- 
neſs as it doubtleſs is, has in it ſome- 
what yet more excuſeable than to reveal 
a ſecret which we are conſcious mult give 
the hearer pain. — I confeſs that this is 
ſometimes done thro' good-will ; but then 
it is a very miſtaken good-will in many 
caſes. — If I know a perſon ſuſtains an 


injury, and has it in his power to redreſs 


the grievance, it is certainly my duty to 
acquaint him with it; but when the evil 
is without a remedy, it is infinitely more 
kind to ſuffer him to remain in ignorance. 


10 
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To be well deceived, is almoſt equal 
to not being deceived at all, — our hap- 


pineſs conſilts in the imagination of it; 
and if we firmly believe ourſelves poſſeſs'd 


of what we. wiſh, it is the ſame thing as 


being ſo in reality: — How cruel is it 


then for any one to draw back the friend- 
ly curtain that hides ill fortune from us, 
and compel us to behold our wretchednels! 


Every one who is thus e un- 
deceived may cry out with Bellamira in 
the . 


8 Ah, cruel friend! 


n © Why did'ſt thou wake me from my 


dream of bliſs! 


Why bring me from that ſcene of 


« fancied joys, 


* To one of real anguiſh, horror and 


6 * deſpair | . 


Many ORG inſtances of theſe We” 


meant ill offices have come to my know- 
ledge ſince I was in poſſeſſion. of the Gift 
of Inviſibility; — but I ſhall recite only 
one of them, which, as it is a very late 
tranſaction, and but few people know the 
real truth of, is at preſent a matter of 


much ſpeculation among thoſe who are 


B 4 - any 
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any. way acquainted with the parties con- 
cerned, or have even heard their names. 


Meroveus and Deidamia were an ex- 
treme happy pair, the railers againſt mar- 
riage could find nothing in the conduct of 
either of them to countenance any ſar- 
caſms on that ſtate ; — the moſt tender 
affection had been the chief, if not the ſole 
motive of the union between them; and 
the ſecure and uninterrupted poſſeſſion of 
each other, inſtead of diminiſhing, ſeem'd 
rather to increaſe their mutual ardour, 
and the firſt bridal fondneſs appear'd in 
their behaviour after having ſerved a more 
than ſeven years l to Hymen. 


Ter, how on a ſuclcken have we ſeen all 
this Vert ſerenity turn'd into ſtorms and 


tempeſts? — Meroveus and Deidamia, 


who it was thought could not have lived 


a ſingle week out of each other's preſence, 
are now parted, — according to all pro- 


bability, — parted, — to meet no more 


Beſides the many great accompliſh- 
ments which juſtified the affection they ſo 
long had towards each other, both of 
them were accounted perſons of an ex- 
cellent underſtanding and ſolid ſenſe, — 


nothing therefore could have more ama- 
20d 


We noi rr. 


zed the world than that they ſhould 


come to this open rupture, even though 


ſome little cauſe of complaint had. hap- 
pen d either on the one ſide or the other. 


An event ſo ſtrange, ſo little dream'd 
of, put all conjecture to a ſtand; — 


people pretended not even to gueſs what 


ſhould be the occaſion, much leſs to un- 
ravel ſo great a myſtery, — the accom- 
pliſhment of that work was reſerved by 
fate for the Inviſible Spy alone. 


The manner in which I made this diſ- 
covery, I ſhall relate as conciſely, as the 


converſation which let me into it will ad- 


mit of. 


As I was one 4 taking a ſolitary 


walk on Conſtitution-Hill, I ſaw Deida- 


mia leaning on the arm of Eutracia, a 
lady of birth and fortune, who had been 
bred up with her at the boarding-ſchool, 
and ever ſince been her moſt intimate 
friend and companion; — juſt as they 


approach'd the place where I was, the fol- 


Owing dialogue h between them: 


E Deidamia. l Now for the ſecret you 
© have to tell me; — methinks I have a 


more than ordinary impatience to hear 


it, and we cannot be more retired, — 
5 E. 3 "I. no 
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no living ſoul is near us, and there is ; 


no danger of any one coming to inter- 


rupt our diſcourſe, as all the world are 
in the Mall.“ | | 85 


Eutracia. T will not keep you long 


in ſuſpence, my dear; — but firſt you 


muſt anſwer two or three queſtions 1 
have to aſk you, and then reſolve to 
arm yourſelt with all the fortitude you 


are miſtreſs of not to be too much 
ſhock'd at what I ſhall relate.“ 


Deidamia. ] cannot conceive that 


there is any thing, which either you or 


any one elſe can tell me, capable of 
giving me a ſhock. — But pray, what 


is it you would know from me ?? 


Eutracia. The town looks upon 


you as one of the moſt happy women 


in it, — is it true that you are really 
N 


Deidamia. C Indeed, my FOR” I think 
myſelf ſo; — and if I would labour to 
be more bleſs'd, know not how to 
form a ſingle wiſh beyond what I 
* poſſeſs.” 


Eutracia. There are many private 
cauſes of ä — which prudence 
F | a r 
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obliges us to conceal. — Are you tho- 


roughly ee of the affection of 
your huſband ? 


Deidamia. I never had the leaſt 


cauſe to doubt it ; and the tenderneſs I 
have for him is ſo ſincere and delicate, 


as I think would make me eaſily per- 


ceive a want of it in him. — But where- 
fore do you aſk ; — you cannot have 


any reaſon to ſaſpeRt him?“ 


Eutracia. Ah, poor Deidamia! 


Deidamia. Why do you. ſigh, and 
look ſo pietouſly upon me? — ſome . 
wretch has certainly belyed Meroveus 


to you. 


Eutracia. © No; — but one more in- 


terrogatory and I have done. — Does 
he never abſent himſelf without letting 


you know where he goes? — never lie 


out of his own houſe: we 


| Heid 0 very on and that 


A K A „ „ 


but lately; — an intimate friend of his 
makes his addreſſes to a young lady at 
Hammerſmith, — he frequently deſires 
my huſband's company with him, and 
they ſometimes ſtay all night, when 


| having ſupp'd there, it is * to 
| „return 
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return to London, as the roads are now 
6 infeſted. g : | 


. < How eaſy is it to deceive 
the innocent. — Meroveus is a villain. 


Deidamia. How, Eutracia ! — a vil- 
© Jain! — Had any other call'd him fo, 
my reſentment ſhould have ſhewn how 
much I deſpiſe ſo baſe an accuſation.” 


Eutracia. © Alas ! — "cis your own 
love and honour makes you ſo tenacious 
of his, but he is falſe in both; — and 
J again repeat the name, — he is a vil- 
Jain, and will put it in your own power 
to prove him ſo by the teſtimony of 
your own eyes and ears, — provided 
you promiſe to give him no previous 
hints that you have diſcover'd, or even 


ſuſpect his 9 


ce Deidamia. But how | — how, Eu- 
7 tracia, 18 he a villain! - X 


1 He keeps a miſtreſs, ſome 
common wench no doubt; but he 
adores, — doats on her, — pretends 
himſelf her huſband, and thoſe nights 
when you imagine him at Hammer- 
« ſmith, he paſſes with her.“ = 


LETS 


The 
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The tender Deidamia was now ſo over- 
come at theſe words, that her ſpirits quite 
forſook her, and ſhe muſt certainly have 
fallen on the earth, if they had not hap- 
pen'd to be very near a bench at the 
lower end of the walk, where Eutracia 
placed her; — the keeper of the gate per- 
ceiving her condition, was ſo humane as 
to run and fetch ſome water, which bein 
ſprinkled on her face ſoon brought her to 
herſelf. — Eutracia, on ſeeing her fair 
friend thus agitated, ſeem'd, and I be- 
lieve really was, very much n at 
what ſhe had done; for ſhe could not re- 
' ſtrain ſome tears from falling down her 


eyes while ſhe XIE herſelf in theſe _ 
terms : 


Eutracia. * My deareſt Deidamia, if 
1 had not thought you would have re- 
ceived this intelligence with more mo- 


deration, you ſhould have been for 
ever ignorant of it.“ 


„„ 


The afflicted lady made no reply to 
theſe words, but in a few minutes grow- 
ing ſomewhat more 2 „quitted the 
bench, and leaning on Eutracia, the con- 
verſation » was renewed in this manner : 


Deidanis. 
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 Enutracia. 


| Deidamia. 


Deidamia. Oh, Eutracia! little are 
you capable of conceiving the agonies 
this poor diſtracted bleeding heart ſuſ- 
tains! — yet I muſt know all. — Tell 
me by what means you got informa- 
tion of this horrid ſecrer, and how 

you are aſſured of its 8 [? 


© Tt was not my intention 


to conceal any part of it; — but you 
muſt determine to o liſten with calmneſs 
to me.” 

Deidamia. I will- 

Eulracia. Well then, — I will tell 


you all. — I believe you know mrs, 


Flounceit, * mantua· maker. 


1 m. her once; — you : 
may remember I was with you when 


« ſhe — home your laſt new ſack.” 


DK 6a + @& G a 


Eutracia. That woman, you muſt 
know, has ar! intereſt with ſome foreign 
merchants, and can frequently oblige 
her cuſtomers with ſome curious things 
which are prohibited to be ſold in pub- 
lic; — ſhe came laſt Monday, and ac- 
quainted me that ſhe had ſeveral patterns 


of the moſt beautiful chints that ever 


were 


E 


were ſeen; — I went the next morning 
in order to ſee them, and was carried 
into a back parlour for the ſake of 
privacy; as I was looking over the 


goods I heard a man call from. the 


top of the ſtair-caſe to know if the 


coach was come; I thought myſelf 


perfectly acquainted with the voice, 
tho? I could not juſt then recollect whoſe 
it was; but preſently after ſaw Me- 
roveus lead a woman croſs the garden, 
at che lower end of which there is a 
little door that opens into another 


ſtreet z — a pebble, or ſome ſuch thing, ; 
bappening to lie in the walk, ſhe 


ſtumbled in paſſing, on which he cry'd 


out with the greateſt tenderneſs, — «+ I 
ce hope you are not hurt, my love! 


| hy IRA 


« No, reply'd ſhe briſkly, — not at all, 


s 
* 
8 
. 
ay 
& 
& 
£ 


II cannot receive any prejudice when 
« my guardian angel is ſo near.“ — 1 


was ſo aſtoniſh'd at what I ſaw and 
heard, that I had not power to ſpeak, 


till mrs. Flounceit ſeeing me look ear- 


c neſtly after them, told me they were 
her lodgers; — that they were lately 


married; but ſome reaſons obliging 


them to keep it private, they met each 


other there only once or twice a week; 


* So, ſaid ſhe, I have very little 


& trouble with, them, and they pay me a 


good rent.“ — © But are you ſure, 


"y « cry'd 
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cc ery'd 4 that they are man and wiſe 2 
e may be an intrigue.** — © No, 


% anſwer'd ſhe, they were recommended 


to me by a gentleman who formerly 
& lodged with me himſelf, one Sir David 
„ Townly.“ 


Deidamia. Oh heavens | — Sir David 
* Townly ! — Why he is the very per- 
« ſon my huſband pretends he goes with 
© to Hammerſmith.” | 


Eutracia. *Tis likely be, may be his 
confidant 1 in this amour.“ 


_ 


ens. ; Yet ill I know not how 
to think it real, — one man may be 
like another. — Are you certain it was 
Meroveus whom you ſaw ?? 


"a -@a 


 Entracia. © As certain as that it is 
Deidamia to whom I am talking. — 
Did he not lie abroad laſt Monday 


night: 1 


«„ „ @ 


Deidamia. « 1 did. 


EZutracia. And had he not on a 
dark-brown velvet coat and a black 
« waiſtcoat trimm'd with bugles ?? 


* 


| Deidamia. | 
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Deidamia. 


ha „longer ſhut my eyes againſt conviction |! 


— the dreadful truth is too glaring to 


0: * reſiſted, and J ſee myſelf the moſt 


* miſerable of women! eh 


c 


C 


* 


5 


"= 


oY mn 


K tn 


Eulracia. Do not think fo — rated 


« exert the ſpirit of an injur'd wite, — 
detect him in his guilt, ſhame him to 
repentance, and make him ſue for 


pardon. 


Deidamia. Oh that ſuch love as ours 


has been ſhould come to this!“ 


Eutracia. © All yet may be reriev'd/4 1 
— your juſt reproaches may make him 
loath his paſt follies, and become more 
yours than if he never had tranſgreſs'd : 
— the next time he takes his pretended 
Journey to Hammerſmith let me Know 
i” 


Deidamia. 


the Park he told me Sir David had en- 
gag' d his company, and he believ d 
he ſhould not return till mam 


Eutracia. 


0 Well then he ſhall be 


met, my dear Deidamia, he ſhall be 
met thoſe he leaſt expects or deſires 
v0 


He had. — Oh I can no 


« He is gone thither now; 
— juſt before you came to call me to 
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lo to ſee; — I will take you in the morn- 

L ing to mrs. Flounceit's, under pretence b 
of bringing her a new cuſtomer ; — | 
there you will have the ſame opportu- T 
nity I had of diſcovering your huſband's | 
guilt, and may act as you ſhall Judge . 
proper on the occaſion.“ 3 


Dei damia. How ſhall I contain my- 
* ſelf! — baſe — baſe man ! — cruel de- 
« ceiver of my fond, my unſuſpecting 
© heart! — How bear the fight of that 
vile ſhe ! — that infamous deluder of 
his honour ! — that curſed ſhe who has 
robb'd me of the only treaſure I valued 
upon earth, my huſband's love !* 


3 Tr BY BY 


Here ſhe burſt into the moſt vehement 
exclamations; but my Chryſtaline Re- 
membrancer being already overcharg'd, 
I can only ſay that her behaviour verity'd 
the words of mr. Nat, Lee, who in his 
deſcription he gives of the paſſions of wo- 
mankind in general, has theſe _ 


e They ſhrink at thunder, dread the ruſt- 
iy Fa wind, 
And glitt'ring ſwords the brighteſt eyes 
will blind; 1 ; 
© Yet when ſtrong jealouſy enflames the 
« ſoul, 5 
6 1 weak will * and calms to tem- | 


« peſts roll,” 
The - 
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| The ladies contiued their walk till 
Phoebus. beginning to withdraw his beams 
they both thought proper to retire from 


| apprehending the agitations of her friend 
would become more violent, if left 


alone and at liberty to indulge them, 


offer'd to be her companion that night, 


which the other gladly accepted, and I 


aw them take coach together for Dei- 


| damia's houſe, — after which I went 


home. 


CHAP. VI. 


hich, according 70 the Author's oþi- | 
mion, flands in no need of a prelude, 
as it. contains only the ſequel of an 
adventure too intereſting to all de- 
grees of people not to demand the at. 
tention of every reader. 


I Was truly concern'd at the injuſtice 


which I perceived poor Deidamia ſul- 


tained, and but little pleas'd with Eu- 


tracia, either for the information ſhe had 


given her of it, or for adviſing her to 
detect Meroveus in the manner concerted 
between them; — indeed, I fear'd that 


che 


the approaching dews. — Eutracia, juſtly | 


"18 
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the conſequences of ſuch an interview 
would be only to make the huſband be- 


come more harden'd in his guilt, and her 
affliction increaſe by finding her reſent- 


ment diſregarded. 


Few men can bear reproofs, much leſs 


reproaches; — if ever they quit a darling 


folly the reformation muſt come of them- 
ſelves : — it muſt proceed from a con- 
ſciouſneſs they have done amiſs, not 
from being told ſo by others; — there is 
a pride in human nature which diſdains 


admonition, and makes us perſiſt in error, 


which, if not taken notice of, perhaps in 
time we might diſcover to be ſuch, grow 


aſhamed of, and amend. 


Beſides, remonſtrances from a perſon 
whom we look upon as any way our 
inferior, either in point of underſtanding. 


or circumſtances, will be ſo far from 


having any weight, that they will rather 


add to our contempt, and, it may be, 
raiſe in us an utter averſion to the giver : 
— Cuſtom has made the huſband ſo much 
the head of the wife, that, tenacious of 


his authority, it is but ſeldom that he 
ſubmits to be influenced by her in matters 
of much leſs moment to him than his 
pleaſures, = 


Indeed 


GT RR "er tb 8 — W Lo —_— 
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Indeed, when a woman 1s wrong'd in 
the manner Deidamia was, it muſt be 
confeſs'd that the ſhock is greatly trying, 
and that ſhe has the ſtrongeſt. reaſon for 


complaining ; — yet wlll. the ſtill find it 


moſt prudent to forbear : — love and 


gentleneſs are the only weapons by which 
that ſex can hope to conquer, and ſhe 
who attempts to have recourſe to any 


other only hurts herſelf. — By ſeeming 


not to ſuſpect her huſband's vices, ſhe 


will, at leaſt, oblige him to keep them 


as private as he can, and alſo to treat her 
with all the reſpe& due to her character 


and the ſacred union between them; 
whereas by growing clamorous and impa- 
tient ſhe furniſhes him with a pretence to 
uſe her ill, and turns the indifference he 


before had for her into hatred and de- 


teſtation. 


One of our beſt poets has an obſerva- 
tion on this head, which I think is very. 


well worthy of the ſerious attention of all 
who are either injured in reality, or ima- 
gine themſelves to be ſo, yet find it their 


intereſt to preſerve an amicable correſ- 


pondence with the perſon guilty of the 
injury; as it is certain that no man de- 
tected in the thing which he wiſhes to 
| to conceal can ever love the perſon by 
whom 
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whom he is detected. — The words of 


the author I mention'd are theſe: 


F orgiveneſs to the injur'd does belong; 


But they ne er pardon who have done 


£ the wrong.“ 


Theſe ch: together with my 
impatience to ſee how Deidamia would 
ſupport the full' conviction of her huſ- 
band's falſhood, ſo much took up my 


mind, that it was a conſiderable time be- 
fore I remember'd how great an impedi- 
ment lay between me and the gratification 
of my curioſity. — Mrs. F lobsteit s houſe 


was to be the ſcene of action, and the Þ 
ladies, during their whole converſation, 


had made no mention in what ſtreet, nor 
even in what quarter of the town, that 
woman lived : — however, as I ſuppoſed 
her to be a noted woman in her buſineſs, 
I hoped to get over this difficulty, and 


did ſo, by ſending an emiſſary to enquire 
among the mercers, hoop petticoat-makers, 
and other ſuch people who are employ'd 
in the equipments of the ladies, and J 


went not to bed without receiving the 
direction 1 ſtood in need of. 


As I knew not the N which Me- 
roveus and the partner of his looſer plea- 


ſores would be preparing to depart, nor 
| | that 


that in which Deidamia would be con- 
ducted by Eutracia o behold this proof 
of her misfortune, ol care to go very 
early to mrs. Flouce.'s, and was oblig'd 
to wait a conſiderable time before the 
door happen'd to be. open'd to let any 
one pals in or out; — at laſt, however, 
it was ſo, — I got an opportunity to 
enter, — went into the back parlour, and 
poſted myſelf in that corner of it which 


I thought would be the lateſt and moſt 


commodious. 


My patience was not here put to any 
long trial, — the ladies arrived a few 


minutes after I came, uſher'd into the 


room by mrs, Flounceit, vo placed them 


on a 3 with a great deal of formal 


complaiſance, and then made ſome apo- 


logies, as many people do when they are 


dreſs'd as well as they can be, for being 
in ſuch a deſhabille, and not in the order 
the could with to receive them. | 


It was eaſy for me to perceive, by 
Deidamia's countenance, how ill ſhe had 
paſs d the night; — Eutracia alfo feem'd 
in ſome agitation, — though ſhe diſ- 
ſembled it as well as ſhe was able: after 


having given ſome flight anſwer to mrs. 


F lounceit? s compliments, told her ſhe had 
brought a friend to look. over ſome of 


her 
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her fine things, on which the mantua- 
maker immediately open'd a large preſs, 
and brought out ſeveral pieces of chints, 
with ſome French brocades and rich Ita- 
lian filks, —theſe ſhe ſpread upon a table, 
accompanying that action with many 
praiſes on the beauty and curioſity of 


_ each, 


Bur it was in vain the boaſted, — in 
vain ſhe magnified ; — all ſhe aid, — 
as well as the real merit of the goods ſhe 
exhibited to ſale, was wholly loſt on Dei- 
damia ; — the mind of that afflicted lady 
was too much bent on thoſe things which 
ſhe expected to'be witneſs of, to have any 


eyes or ears fon thoſe which were not pre- 


ſent to her; — ſhe took up firſt one piece, 


and then another, but without ſeeming 


to know what ſhe did; and, in fine, had 
ſomething ſo diſtracted in her air and 
geſtures, that Eutracia was obliged to 


keep mrs. Flounceit in diſcourſe, to pre- 
vent her taking _— notice of it, 


Her vibe? join'd with my 1 
ledge of the cauſe, reminded me of mr. 
PDryden's words, which, if ſhe had been 
inclined to think of poetry, ſhe might 
pretty juſtly have apply'd to her own 
condition 1n this criſis ; pH 


Love, 
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Love, juſtice, nature, pity, and revenge, 

Have kindled a wildfire in my breaſt; 

I am all a civil war within, 

And like a veſſel, ſtruggling in a ſtorm, 

© Require more hands than one to — 
me + nal 


But if ſhe was 10 little able to n 
the bare idea of the ſhock ſhe came on 
purpoſe to receive, what muſt ſne endure 
when ſuſpence, and all the remains of 
hope, were ſwallowed up in the cruel cer- 
tainty of her misfortune, and conviction 
left no farther room for doubt ? — The 
maid of the houſe came into the room 
with a. chocolate-pot in her hand, and 
told her miſtreſs that the gentleman and 
lady above ſtairs gave their compliments 
and deſir'd the favour of her company 
to breakfaſt with them, | 


- Mrs. F W was about to make ſome 
anſwer to this invitation, when Deidamia, 
not able to contain herſelf, flew out of the 
parlour, and directly up ſtairs, where ſhe 
found Meroveus and a young woman fit- 

ting on the ſide of the bed Oy had bur 


lately quitted. 
vor, M,  v ! 
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K 


Deidamia had ſcarce enter'd the cham- 


ber when ſhe ſurpriz'd the guilty pair 
with theſe words: | 5 6 


* 


Deidamia, I have a right, ſir, to 
think my company ought to be as ac- 
ceptable to Meroveus as that of mrs. 
£ Flounceit, or any other woman.“ 


Lay 


Eutracia had follow'd Deidawia: as faſt 


as ſhe could, in order, I ſuppoſe, to pre- 


vent any deſperate effects of her preſent 
paſſion, and I was not far behind; but it 
will be more eafy for the reader to con- 


ceive the ſurpriſe which appear'd in the 


looks of Meroveus than for me to ex- 


preſs it; — he ſtarted up, and with a 


voice wkich the various emotions of his 
mind render'd almoſt unintelligible, ſaid 


to her: 


Meroveu s. Confuſion! — Deidamia 1 
— Madam, what brings you here!“ 


LE. 


Deidamia. That is a queſtion which 
ought rather to be put to you. — I 
s came in purſuit of an ungrateful, too 
© much beloved huſband ; — you to in- 
* dulge a lawleſs flame for an abandon'd 
WWW 


Meropeus. 
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 Mereveus. © Madam, — madam, this | 
does not become you.“ 


Deidamia. © Does i it become you, ſir, 
to leave your honeſt home and wife, — 
make pitiful excuſes for your abſence, 


c and ſkulk in corners with a wretch like 


this, — this abject hireling of licentious 
© wiſhes! | | 


_ Miſtreſs Po «Madam, I would not arg 

© you think I am any ſuch perſon; — I 
did not know Meroveus was a married 
man. 


Deidamia. Tis falſe, vile creature, 
© you could not know Meroveus without 
knowing he had a wife ; ; —a wife, who, 
without boaſting, is every way his 
equal: — but get out of my fight, that 
1 may have liberty to aſk my perjur'd 
© huſband what he could ſee in that face 
0 of yours to be preferr'd to mine. | 


Oh this Meroveus was opening his 
mouth to ſpeak, but was prevented by 
mrs. Flounceit, who being aſtoniſn'd on 
the lady's running up ſtairs, and by the 
noiſe ſhe immediately heard above, had 


hobbled up as faſt as her fat would give 
FS her 
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her leave, and came into the room that 
moment, — W as ſhe enter'd, 


— 


RW K M A N _A 


— 


Mrs. Founceit. Bleſs me, what "FE 
the matter here l' 5 


Deidamia. Perhaps, madam, you 
are ignorant that your houſe is made a 


 brothe].? 


Mrs. . 8 Oh my ſtars ! — a 
brothel ! — heaven forbid |! fo 


8 My friend tells you true, 
indeed; — ſhe is the lawful wife of that 
gentleman, — they have been married 
above ſeven years, — I was preſent at 
their wedding, and that woman there is 


no better than a proſtitute,* | 


ee. cn the vide lut 1— 


I wonder Sir David Townly ſhould offer 
to bring me into this ſcrape ! — he 
knows very well I never countenance 
ſuch doings. — Huſſy, get out of my 


houſe this minute, or I will fend for a 
conſtable to carry you to Bridewell !? 


In ſpeaking this he advanced towards 


the miſtreſs of Meroveus, and was about 
to puſh her out of the room; but that 
* perceiving her intent, ſtepp'd 


between, 
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between, and with a viſage all inflam 'd 


with wrath, laid, 

Mal c Hold, 8 hold ; — 

(» this lady has put herſelf under my pro- 
' © tection, and 1 will take care to defend 
c her from all n whatſoever.” 


thus : : 


Merouzkis. As for you, ma: Jan; au 
£ you have only expoſed me and undone 
* yourſelf ; — I will never ſee you more.” 


He then took his trembling mi 
by the hand to lead her down ſtairs ; — 
Deidamia, in the utmoſt agony of ſpirit, 
follow'd, and catching him by the arm, 
cry'd out to him, 


Deidamia. * Oh ſtay, Meroveus! — 
you will not, ſure, add injury to in- 
jury! — ſtay, I conjure you, and let 
that woman go!“ 


a 8a 


1 0 Stand off, madam, — 
your touch is now more hateful to me 
than ever it was agreeable, fo leave you 
to repent the cauſe,” 


＋ 


K 6 A 


1 


Then turning to Deidamia went on 
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This cruel rebuff not making her let 
go the hold ſhe had taken of him, he 
threw her off with the greateſt contempt, 
and in an inſtant was out of the houſe 
with his diſſolute companion, who was, 
doubtleſs, as haſty as himſelf to get from 
1 place where ſhe could expect os 
but affronts. „ | 


D:idamia would have purſued her un- 
cenerous huſband, perhaps even into the 
ſtreet, had ſhe not been withheld by 
Eutracia, who endeavour'd to convince 
her how little it would avail to remon- 
ſtrate any thing to him while he con- 
Htigued in this AY 5 


Rage had *till now TONY up the Pics 
of this unhappy lady; but the objects of 
it being removed, and the power of re- 
flecting return'd, ſhe funk into a grief no 
leſs immoderate, — ſhe wept, — ſhe 
wrung her hands, — beat her lovely 
breaſt, — ſhe ſwoon'd ſeveral times, and 
in her intervals of ſenſe could only cy 
out, — Cruel, barbarous Meroveus |! — 

, Unfaithful, ungenerous huſband! — 
£ Good ren, for what unknown tranſ- 
greſſion am I become thus miſerable !* 


Neither 
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Neither Eutracia nor mrs. Flounceit 
omitted any thing in their power which 
they thought might ſerve to give her 
conſolation; but all they could do was 
inſufficient, and it was ſome hours be- 
fore ſhe was enough recover'd even to be 
carried home: — as ſoon as ſhe was fo, 
Eutracia went with her in the coach, and 


1 walk'd home, touch'd to the very ſoul . 


Mt the fight of her diſtreſs. 


3 Js already given the reader my opi- 
nion concerning the extreme folly of re- 
vealing unwelcome ſecrets to our friends, 


ſo ſhall forbear adding any farther re- 


flections on that head, and proceed, with 


as much brevity as the ſtory will admit, 
to the cataſtrophe o of this unhappy ad- 
venture. 


I went the next morning to the houſe 
of Meroveus, and was convinced, by 
what I heard the ſervants ſay among 
themſelves, that he had not been at home 
that night, which, indeed, I fear'd 


would be the caſe. — On my going up 


ſtairs I found Deidamia lying on a couch, 
in a very dejected melancholy poſture ; — 
Eutracia was fitting near her, that lady, 
it ſeems, having never quitted her ſince 


the unfortunate viſit they made together 
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at mrs. Flounceit's ; but as the diſcourſe 
between them conſiſted only of com- 


plaints on the one fide, and perſuaſions 
to moderation on the other, 1 think it 


I ; 


not material enough to be inſerted. 


I had not been in the room above a 
quarter of an hour before a ſervant pre- 


ſented a letter to Deidamia,— it was from 


her huſband, and contained theſe lines: 


TO DEIDaAMIa. 


% Manam, 
e Am determin'd to live eaſy, which 


AI am certain is utterly impracticable 


* for me to do with you, after what 
paſs'd yeſterday between us; — what 
« then ſaid. in heat of paſſion, I now ¾ 
repeat in cool blood, and on the moſt 
e mature deliberation, — fine, an eter- 
nal diſunion muſt be the conſequence 
„of your behaviour, nor ſhould the 
<« tongues of angels diſſwade me from this 
« reſolution z — you will do well to bear 
«© it with patience, as the misfortune, if 
it be one, has happen'd entirely thro? 


your own fault. 


« To leave you no juſt reaſon to com 
* plain, I ſhall order the jointure, ſettled 
* on you by our marriage articles, to 


cc be 


££ 


be regularly paid to you as though I 
were no more; and ſhall refign to you 
all the plate, linnen and houlhold fur- 
niture, excepting only my books, the 
India cheſt and buroe in my dreſſing- 
room. 


« As to our children, — the boy I ſhall 
take under my care, — the girl I leave 


to yours, and ſhall alſo add one hun- 
dred pounds per annum to the above- 
mention*d jointure, for her mainte- 


Nance and education. 


« Farewel for ever! — As we no more 


muſt meet in love, it will be highly 
improper, and I think could not be 
very agreeable to either of us, to meet 
at all, — I ſhall therefore refrain, as 
much as poſſible, going to any of thoſe 
places you are accuſtom'd to frequent, 
— and hope you will have. prudence 


enough to take the {ame precaution in 


avoiding me, — eſpecially when I tell 


you, that it is the only thing in which 


you can now oblige 
6c Your ill-treated huſband, 
«© MEROVEUS, 


c P. S I ſhall ſend to-morrow for the 


things I mention*d.”? 
F 3 My 
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My fair readers will be the reſt judges 
of what Deidamia felt on finding her 
huſband had taken a reſolution which 


could not but give the moſt mortal ſtab 


both to her love and pride; — ſhe paus'd 
a little after having read it, then gave it 
to Eutracia, crying out at the ſame time 
with the greateſt emphaſis, | 


Deidamia. * See there, my dear Eu- 


© tracia, — this wicked huſband is the 


* fole aggreflor, yer pretends to be the 
« perſon who has reaſon to reſent ! P 


That young lady, who was all fire and 
ſpirit, could not forbear loading Meroveus 
with reproaches at the end of every para- 
graph ſhe read ; and when ſhe had finiſn'd, 
faid to Deidamia, 


Eutracia. And how, my dear, do 
* you intend to proceed with this baſe, 
this moſt injurious man 


A 


.. Indeed 1 Know not. 


Evtracia, © If J were in your place, 
I would write him ſuch an anſwer as 
ſhould make his ears tingle. 


„ 


Deidamia. 
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Deidamia. « Alas, you know not what 


c it is to be a wife! — but I will write, 


6 however. 


She then rung her bell for the ne 


and aſk'd him whether the perſon wy 


brought the letter waited for an anſ wer; 
to which he reply'd, 


Foetman, © No, madam, he only bid 


Fo 


© told me my maſter order'd me to come 
to him about two hours hence at 
_ © George's coffee-houſe, and dan om 
a linnen with W 


Deidamia, * *Tis very well; — but 
do not go *till J have ſpoke to you 
again; 12 —1 have a meſſage to ſend by 
* you.” 


K &@a 


The feliow aſſur'd her he would not 
fail to obey her commands, and with- 
drew ; — after which ſhe ſat down to her 
eſcrutore, took pen and paper, and began 
to write in the following terms: 


Fs © To 


me deliver it into your own hands, and 
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To Mz ROVE US, 


ec Cruel and unjuſt, yet {till dear 
© MEroveus, 


TF there needed any other proof than 
that ſhameful one I yeſterday was 
witneſs of, that I am miſerable in the 
total loſs of your affection, the letter I 
have juſt now received would be a 
convincing . one, — What, — after 
ſeven years conjugal tenderneſs, per- 
fect and ſincere on my ſide, and well 
diſſembled on yours, can you entertain 
a thought of parting | — Of tearing a 
family to pieces which has hitherto 
lived ſo reſpectable in the world! — 
Muſt I be doom'd to mourn a huſ- 
band's loſs even while that huſband 
lives! — Muſt my ſon be bred an 
alien to his mother, and my daughter 
a ſtranger to her father! — O think, 
Meroveus ! and if no conſideration of 
me has any weight, let that of your 
own reputation, and the intereſt of our 
children, prevail on you to alter this 
cruel reſolution! — We may, at leaſt, 
live civilly together, if not with the 
fame fondneſs as before this accident. 
— Yet why ſhould we not! — I am 
willing to meet you more than half 


way in love, — Tow. cannot deny but 


you 


ce 
cc 


c6 
Cc 
cc 


ce 


cc 
40 
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you have wrong' d me in the moſt ten- 
der point: 1 confeſs I was too raſh in 


the manner of 8 you; — we 


both have been to blame; — - what nw 
done cannot be recall d; — but it 
may be repented of ; — ler us exchange 
forgiveneſs, and endeavour to forget 


what is paſt. 


„ There was a time when ever y little 


4 
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* . 


ailment felt by your Deidamia gave 


equal pain to you! — Oh can you then 


throw off at once all pity, all humani- 
ty, all remorſe, for the agonies you 


cannot but be ſenſible my poor tor- 


mented heart now labours under! — 

No, — tis impoſſible, — reaſon, ho- 
nour and good-nature forbid it | — 
you will return, accept the pardon 1 
ſhall with joy beſtow ; and, in return, 
vouchſafe me yours. — Let not my 
hopes deceive me ; — I am ſure they 
will not, if you. will ſuffer yourſelf 
to reflect ſeriouſly on the unhappy 
conſequences that mult infallibly at- 


tend a ſeparation from her who ever 


has been, and deſires to continue; 
„% With the greateſt ſincerity, 
« Your moſt faithful, and 
« Moſt affectionate wife, 


60 Dz1panra. 


This 
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This ſhe communicated to Eutracia, 
who approved of the former part of it, 
but highly condemn'd the latter, as think- 
ing it too ſubmiſſive, — Deidamia, how- 
ever, was of a different opinion, and the 
footman coming in ſoon after to know 
her commands, ſhe ſeal'd it up and put 
it into his hands to deliver to his maſter, 
bidding him ſay withal that ſhe was very 
much indiſpoſed. 


After he was gone, the ladies began to 


enter into ſome diſpute concerning the 


authority of a huſband and the duty that 
was expected from a wife; — but as I 
could promiſe myſelf no farther informa- 
tion by their diſcourſe on this ſubject, * 
and beſides, remembering I had ſome bu- 


ſineſs of my own to diſpatch, I left the 
place that inſtant, not without an inten- 


tion to return thither the next day. 


Accordingly 1 went in the morning, 
and found poor Deidamia almoſt drown'd 
in tears, and walking backwards and for- 
wards in one of her rooms in a diſtracted 
poſture ; the cauſe of theſe freſh agonies I 
eaſily perceived by a letter which lay open 
on the table, — the contents whercot | 
were as follow: 


To 
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To Dz1DAMI A, 


% Mapan, 


Have been in ſome debate within 

my mind, whether to anſwer your 
epiſtle in the manner I now do, or not 
to anſwer it at all, would be the moſt 
effectual means to prevent your giving 
me or yourſelf any future trouble; — 
you find I have purſued the former of 
theſe methods, and hope you will have 


diſcretion enough not to involve me in 


a ſecond dilemma on this ſcore, 


Be aſſured that I did not reſolve on 


a final ſeparation without having well 
weigh'd the conſequences attending it, 
and find them ſuch as can no way 
come in competition with my peace of 


mind, without which life would be a 


curl — my bed a bed of thorns, — my 
table a defart, — my houſe a hell, and 


every friend that came to viſit, a fury 
e totment me. 8 


& See the reverſe your jealous folly has 
occaſion'd ; — tax me not, therefore, 
with ingratitude; — a thouſand times 
you have confeſs'd you thought your- 
ſelf as happy as a woman could be, 
and it is certain you were truly fo. — 

" * During 


m. hel Soy; 


CT During the whole courſe of the years 


(e 
ce 
cc 


cc 


cc 
Cc 
co 
cc 
cc 


we lived together you never had the 
leaſt ſhadow of a cauſe to complain of 
my want either of reſpect or tender- 
neſs: — If I indulged any pleaſures, 
which I imagin'd would give you diſ- 
quiet, I took care to be very private 
in them; — Why then did you ſuffer 
yourſelf to be led by an idle curioſity to 
pry into ſecrets which the diſcovery of 


muſt give you pain, and poſſibly prove 


the total deſtruction of that love which 
once you call'd your greateſt bleſſing? 


It is doubtleſs beſt for both of us, 


as you rightly enough obſerve, to for- 


get what is paſt; but am far from 
thinking it can be done by the way 
you mean: — no, to forget can only 
be accompliſh'd by avoiding each other's 
preſence, and ceaſing all kind of com- 


- munication between us, — I ſhall there- 


fore give orders to my ſervant to 
charge himſelf with no letter or meſſage 


you may think fit to ſend, and deſire 


you will aſſure yourſelf that this is the 
very laſt you ever ſhall receive from 
me. — Farewel, I wiſh you all happi- 
neſs in any other ſphere of life than 
that you lately lived in with 
„ MkEROV Rus.“ 


After 
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After having examined this epiſtle, I 
liſten'd to what paſs'd between Eutracia 


| and Deidamia; but tho' I ſtaid till my 


Tablets were crowded, I ſhall forbear in- 
ſerting the particulars of theſe ladies diſ- 


| courſe, for reaſons which will be hereafter 


explain'd; and only ſay in general, that 
Eutracia would fain have ſpirited up her 


friend to reſentment and diſdain againſt a 
huſband whom ſhe thought ſo unworthy 


of her; that Deidamia's love overcame 
her ſex's pride; and, in fine, that the 
one argued like a virgin, and the other 
like an affectionate wife, | 


Whether Deidamia made any further 


attempts to move her obdurate huſband 


to a reconciliation I cannot be poſitive z_ 
but believe ſhe did not, for ſhe retired 
ſoon after into the country, whence ſhe 
is but lately return'd, and, whatever her 
heart may endure, has very much regain'd 


her uſual compoſure of countenance and 


behaviour. 
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CHAP. VI. 


1 ſomewhat more con ciſe than ord! nary, 
but very much to the purpoſe, and 
will be found not the leaſt worthy of 
any in the book of being r egarded 
with attention, 


A 3 the courſe of chaſe lucubr An 
tions I have been extremely cir- 
—— in the reports J have made, 

the reader has a right to be ſurpriſed that 
I omitted the diſcourſe between Deida- 


mia and Eutracia; — 1 ſhall therefore, 


according to my promile, relate my mo- 


tive for io doing, and flatter myſelf it is 


ſuch as will render me perfectly exculc- 


able in this point, 


Much about the time of the adven- 


ture related in the two preceding chap- 


ters, I happen'd to be witneſs of a con- 
verſation, which though between diffe- 
rent perſons, and on a very different oc- 
caſion, was ſtill on the ſubje& of mar- 
riage, "the authority of a huſband, and 
the ſubmiſſion expected from a wife; ſo 


ſeem'd to me to have a certain futeneſs 


in it which [ thought would be rather 
tireſome - 
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tireſome than agreeable to the ear, and 
for that reaſon left out the former, and 


made choice of the latter, as of the two 
the moſt intereſting. 


Two ſiſters, whoſe characters 1 preſent 
to the public under the names of Flavia 
and Celemena, have both of them a tole- 
rable ſhare of beauty, but no other quali- 
fication, either natural or acquired, that 
could entitle them to the hope of an ele- 
vated ſtation; — yet, by the benevolent 
aſpect of their happy planets, are they 
become the brides of Alcandor and The- 
lamont, perſons diſtinguiſh'd in the world 
by their birth and fortune, and ſtill more 
7 by the Sreatneſs of their merit, 


Theſe nuptials, fo aftoniſiing to the 
town, and which happen'd ſoon after one 
another, gave me a curioſity to diſcover, 
by the help of my Inviſibility, in what 
faſhion the ladies would behave themſelves 
in a ſphere of life ſo altogether new to 
them, and ſo little expected, even in 
their vaineſt wiſhes, ever to arrive at. 


Flavia was the eldeſt, and it was to 

her I made my firſt viſit; — ſhe was in 
her dreſſing-room, ſitting at her toylet, 
with her waiting-maid behind her, giving 


the finiſhing ſtroke to her head tyre, — 


T helamont 
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Thelamont was alſo there, and ſtood 
leaning his elbow on a buroe, with a good 
deal of diſſatisfaction in his countenance, 
while ſhe kept looking in the glaſs, and, 


- without turning her head towards him, | 


ſaid, 


Havia. Prithee, Thelamont, let us 
© talk no more of this ſtuff, — I am quite 
fick of it; — I am certainly the beſt 

judge of theſe things, and it is in vain 


to perſuade me, for I will not be con- 
0 tradicted. 8 


Thelamont. * You will not then oblige 
* me * 


Flavia. 12 Poſitively NO; — not when 
* you intermeddle } in theſe affairs,” 


Thelamont. * Well then, madam, I 


© ſhall ſay no more; but muſt tell you, 


< that I thought I had a right to expect 
this proof of your complailance.” 


With theſe words he flung out of the 


room, and ſhe ſaid to herſelf, 


"a « Piſh; — Was there ever 
© any thing ſo teaſing | — Men are mighty 
* fooliſh ſometimes. — Katherine, bring 
i 


Maid. 


me my gauze handkerchief.“ 
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Maid. Oh, ma' am, did not your 
lady ſhip fay you would wear your new 
tippet to- day?“ | 


A 


Flavia. * Hah. — Yes, — no, — it 
will ſhew too my of * neck.“ 


- 


Maid. Oh, ma' am, — your lady- 
ſhip cannot ſhew too much of ſo beau- 
tiful a * 


A # 


Flavia. © That 5 true ; — but 1 
ſcratch'd one of my breaſts with: a pin 
this morning.” 


ay . 


Maid, * Oh the ugly pin ; 1 — 1 wiſh 
I knew which it was, that I might 
crook it quite double and throw it in 
the w_” 


'G R A 


Juſt as the maid had e her re- 
ſentment againſt the weapon that had 
wounded her miſtreſs, Celemena came 
into the room, and, after ſaluting her 
ſiſter with a freedom ſuitable to the near- 
neſs of their blood and fcadihip, {ſaid 
to her, | 


Celemena. What is the matter, my 


dear ſiſter ? — - you do not look pleas'd. 
0 10d. 


Flavia. 


nuance of that ſlate,” 
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Flavia. * 5 — No, — not very 


e well pleas' d; — nor, indeed, much dil. 


= 


& 


4 
8 


F 


A 


PIES. : 


Celemena. I met Thelamont going 
out as came in, — I thought he ſeem'd 
more reſerv'd than-uſual, and in a very 
* III humour.“ 


ele If hy chuſes to be fo, it 


would be a pity any one ſhould attempt 
to put him out of it.“ 


Colonies. "SY hope no o miſunderſtand- 
ing has happen'd Wen 259 * 


Hlavia. No, no, — we bnd 
one another pretty well; — I under- 
ſtand that he would fain pretend to take 
upon him the government of my ac- 
tions, — and he underſtands that I will 
not let him do it; — ſo we have ex- 
chang'd-ſome piquant words this morn- 
ning „ that's all.“ 


Celemena. Have a care, ſiſter, — 
quarrels in the beginning of marriage 
promiſe but little telicity 1 in the conti- 


Flavia. 


14 


ö 
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Haig That's true; — dur tis very 
provoking when a man will needs in- 
terfere in things he has no manner of 


concern with.“ J 


Celemena. © Pray what was the ſubje& 
of your diſpute, — if it be not too great 
a ſecret?ꝰ 


Flavia. E, Why you viuit know he 
wants me to leave off putting any Car- 


mine upon my cheeks, — calls it nafty 
daubing, and ſays I ſhould be a thou- 


land times handſomer without . 


Celemena. ] can ſee nothing extraor- 
dinary in this; — there are many men 


who have an utter averſion to a woman 8 


uſing any art to her complexion... 


e They may cry out againſt 
but yet I am ſure it is frequently 

— to art that they fall ſo much in 

love with us; — a little red upon the 


cheeks gives a ſparkle to the eyes, and a 


luſtre to all the features, which other- 
wiſe would appear flat and languid; — 
but they are ſo fooliſh as not to con- 
ſider this; — they like us as they ſee us 
altogether, and though they may be 
lenlible we are painted, never once ima- 

3 


* gine it t is to chat becelfiry auxiliary to 
beauty that we are chiefly indebted for 
thoſs charins which attract their admi- 

n > > e h 


** 


N 2 3, . * oa 
* 


Culenbna- Suppoſe it as you ay, 

* which however I am far from allowing 

© to be always thei caſe, © Thelamont has 

* now ſeen you ſuch as nature mage vou, 

* the night Wears Gf that borfow*d luſtre, 
© and the ba es, 'ſhews you what you 
truly are; and if he "approves of you 

in this light; I know Genter perſon 


5 A 
1 ri! : wi, 


whom you need be ſuckous to Pleale. ; 


Flavia. © ] am of a Ck different 
** opinion;* — Oh the Joy" y of being gaz' d 
*at, and follow'd. by a whole A e 
2 Mall.” OY +7 


 Celemens. * Perhaps to gn 3 bot 
if ſincere, a very empty joy, and what 
© a married woman ought not to 185 too 
8 ambitious „„ 8 
Flavia. © So then you | Sud ave: me 
comply with my huſband's requeſt 4 


oY 


"A 


Celemena. Indeed 1 would adviſe you 

to it: —I am ſure if Alcandor exprels'd 

a deſire that I ſhould cut off my hair, 

and never let it grow * though it 
| | e , 18 


FX K A 


0 


PF 


* 


A 
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is the gift of nature, and beſtow'd 
upon me as the greateſt ornament of our 
« ſex, I would not heſitate one moment 

to obey him, but be content to wear 


© no other head-dreſs than a cloſe mob 


« during the whole remainder of my life.” 


Flavia. „ Then you are a fool. 25 
Celemena. * In this point I do not 


think I am; — for beſides that duty 
which the law exacts from every wife 
to her huſband, there are other reaſons 


a A 


thing to Alcandor.” 


She accompany'd theſe words with a 


very ſignificant look, which Flavia ob- 


ſerving, order'd her maid, who had been 


all this time in the room, to withdraw ; 


and, as ſoon as ſhe was gone, reply'd to 


| what her ſiſter had ſaid in theſe terms: 


Havia. I know what you would fay ; 


L — you would infer, that becauſe Al- 


* candor and Thelamont married us with- 
© out fortunes, we are therefore bound to 


_ © be their ſlaves. 


came 6 Not fo, — and I dare be- 


© leve that neither of them will ever re- 


c -=_ any ſubmiſſions trom us, but ſuch 
Vol. IV. 0 as 


which would oblige me to refuſe es 


122 255 Invifib Sev, 


as if Ne. had always been their equal 
would very well ea us to grant.“ 


yo N N A A A 25 


«„ „ K „ A. 


a M M A M 6 M 


'. 


a 77 0 Lind 1— whine 4 buſtle you | 
make about equals! — Whatever we 


were before, marriage Das made us now 
their equals; — and for my own part, 
I ſhall never ſubmit to do any thing 
Thelamont requires of me, unleſs my 
own inclination Den to concur.?“ 


Celemena. 0 Ns do. you. apprehend 


no ill conſequences from Jepeated: con- 


tradictions:?? = "a 


Flavia. Not in HE leaſt; he 


cannot unmarry me again; — if he 


ſhould, hate me never ſo much I muſt - 


ſtill be maintain'd as his wife, and ſhould 


give mylelt no Ou avout Ange ching 
as. -- 515 of ot 


Celemena. „Oh, Fog I am amaz' d 


to hear you talk in this manner! — 

Have you been married but one month; 
and can already forget the unhappineſs 
of our ſingle ſtate, — our ſcanty and 


precarious dependance, — the difficul- 


ties we found to ſupply ourſelves with 
even the common neceſſaries of life! — 
We made, indeed, a kind of tawdry 


ſhew when we appear'd abroad; Son 
h _ « ow 


3 
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how was our table pinch'd for it at 


home. — Preſent exigencies and fu- 

ture poverty ſtared us in the face; — 
and is there no love, no gratitude, due 
from us to the men who ſnatch'd us 
from that ſcene of miſery, and raiſed 
us to opulence, grandeur and e 4 


Flavia. « Piſh; — they married us 


to pleaſe themſelves, not out of pity to 
our wants. — But let us have no more 


of this dull ſtuff; — you muſt go with 
me to mrs. Rakelove's route to-night, 
— it is the firſt ſhe has had, and 1 
promisd! her to bring all the company 
I could. 3 | 


Celemena. Indeed you mult excuſe 


me. 
Flavia. « F or what reaſon of 


6 5 My dear Alcandor ae 
at home, and I cannot be abroad.” ; 


Flavia, C Hane — how ſtrangely 
filly you are grown! — your dear Al- 
candor ſups at home. — What then, 
he did not marry you to make you a 


cook ! —You do not dreſs bis victuals l' 


G3 Celemena. 


Þ | _ Ivy _ sv. 


% 


1 "a _ he 1 me to 
© make me a companion at. his victuals 
and while he continues to deſire my 
preſence, as I flatter myſelf he always 
« will, I ſhall never form any pretences 
* to be abſent,” 3 ex © 
The face *6f Flavia grew more red 
than the carmme had made it, on find- 
ing in her fiſter ſentiments ſo oppoſite to 
her own; but was prevented from making 
any anſwer. by the entrance of a ſervant, 
who told her that ſome ladies were come 
to viſit her, on which ſhe went, accom- 
panied by Celemena, into the dining- 
room, in order to receive them. 


Thus ended the e men- 
tion'd, and by it the reader may judge 
which of theſe two ſiſters had the greateſt 
ſhare of prudence, beſt deſerved her good 
fortune, and was moſt likely to oy. a 
long continuance or 
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for there is no rule without 
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v. gu the public with the account of 
an incident which cannot but be 
deeply affecting to the, youth . of both, 
_ and no leſs: 5 in its 
event than any the Author's Inviſbi- 
1 f 2 01 4 ever enabled bin 70 d! Nover. 


MON G all the rin deceptions 

which are carried on in this great 
8 I know of none more cruel, and 
more liable to be attended with the worſt 


of conſequences, than thofe practiſed in 


the affairs of love; — yet it is a crime 
which paſſes with impunity, and is ſcarce 


_ cenſured by any but the perſons injured 


by.it and their particular friends and con- 


fidants. 


Even the ladies, generally ay Geng 
| | Ome ex 
ceptions, are ſo little the friends of 


each other, that we rarely find them 


taking up the quarrel of their ſex in this 
point; z — on the contrary, they are apt to 
abſolve the vow- breaker, and let the 
whole, blame fall on the believer: — a 

13 man 


"= The Inviſible S p v. 


man who has triumph'd over the creduli- 


of an hundred women, ſees himſelf 
not leſs reſpected; and ſometimes the 
number of paſt conqueſts ſhall ſerve him 


28 à recommendation, and be a means of 


his attaining new Ones. 


Perjury is F bur a venial tranſ- 
greſſion in this caſe; — few think that 
oaths and imprecations, when dictated by 
the heat of an amorous inclination, tho“ 
formed in the moſt binding terms, and 
utter'd in the moſt ſolemn manner, are 
ever regiſter'd in heaven, — according 
to the words of the poet. Who merrily 
lays, 


* Jove only laughs when lovers ſwear.“ 


This vice, as I muſt take the liberty 


to call it, is not however wholly confined 
to the male ſex; I am forry to obſerve 


that thoſe of the other, either thro? pride, | 
vanity, or an inconftancy of nature, are 
ſometimes found guilty of deluding their 


lovers with fallacious expectations. 


I hope alſo to be forgiven by the more 


diſcreet part of womankind, when I ſay 
that a propenſity to ſuch a behaviour is 


a perfect innocence, a ſweetneſs of diſ- 
poſition, 


50 leſs excuſable in them than in the men, 


ccc * & wot, 
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poſition, and a ſimplicity of manners are, 


or ought to be, the ane cha- 
racteriſtics 25 the fair ſex. 


A young lady, to whom I ſhall give 
the name of Syrenia, was endow'd. by 
nature with every requiſite to command 
love and admiration ; — ſhe had the fineſt 
eyes in the world, — a very regular ſet of 
features, fine hair, and a moſt delicate 

complexion 3 — was tall of ſtature, well 
ſhaped, and had ſomewhat peculiarly at- 
tractive in her air and mien. — Fortune 
had not been altogether ſo propitious to 
her; — through the extravagancies of 
her parents ſhe was left in poſſeſſion of 
a very moderate fortune; — it was, 
however, entirely at her own diſpoſal, 
and ſufficient, with the good ceconomy 
ſhe was miſtreſs of, to ſupport her in a 


very genteel, though not a grand way 
of life. 


Propoſals of marriage had often been 
made to her by ſeveral eminent and 
wealthy citizens; but ſhe rejected them 
all, and deſpis'd the thoughts not only of 
a ſhop, but alſo of all other callings and 
occupations whatever; — ambition was 

the predominant paſſion of her ſoul, and 
ſhe had vanity enough to think hat her 
birth, her ae and accompliſhments 
G I were 


„ 
1 
iQ 
vB 
* 

* 
* 
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F 

* 
* 


were ſuch as might very well compenſate 
for the imallneſs of her fortune, and en- 


title her to Py pee 


She had lived. till che age of twenty. 
three without having any offer of the kind 
ſhe hoped; — but about the expiration 
of that era; a young gentleman, call'd 


Roſſano. happening to ſee her at the 


houſe of a relation whom he viſited, be- 
came violently in love with her, and ſoon 
after finding means to get himſelf intro- 
duced, made a declaration of his paſſion ; 
to which, knowing what and who he 
was, ſhe gave all the. encouragement he 
could. wiſh, -or that was befitting the cha- 
racter of a modeſt woman. h 


It would, indeed; have been much to 

be wonder'd. at, if the addreſſes of Roſſano 
had not been acceptable to- her ; — he 
is deſcended from a very antient and 
worthy family, has an eſtate of eight 
hundred pounds per annum, intirely free 


from any incumbrance, either mortgage, 


dowry, or. portions to be paid out of it; 
— his-perſon and behaviour are extreme - 
ly agreeable 3. and, to add to all this, has 
defervedly the reputation of a man of 
ſtrict honour, and more ſobriety than 
could be expected from his years git the 
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tion making him very ſtrenuous in his 
preſſures, and the advantages ſhe found 


in a match with him rendering her com- 
Plying, they were- beginning t talk of 


ordering articles for their marriage to be 
drawn up, when an unexpected accident, 
relating to his eſtate, 2 din to 8⁰ 


immediately into the N 


'Thoug n he propoſed: to nay bar A 
ſhort tinge yet he could not think of be- 


ing deprived of the ſight of his beloved 


; Syrenia, even for a few weeks, without 
an infinity of grief. — She teſtified little 


leſs regret for this enforced ſeparation; 
— their parting was extremely moving, 


L each ſeem*d to endeavour to outvie the 
other in expreſſions of tenderneſs z; and 


the only conſolation he- had was, the re- 
peated aſſurances ſhe gave him, that 
wherever he went he carried her heart 


along with him. 


It is highly piobable; n the affoctidn 


ſhe profeſs'd for him was at that time 
: Py ſincere; and that ſhe look d 


the accident which deiay'd the cele- 
tow of their nuptials as no inconſider- 


able misfortune to her; but whatever 
chagrin ſne might feel at firſt on this ac- 


6 count, 
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count, it was very ſoon diſſipated, and 


gave way to ideas of a far different na- 


The motive which brought about ſo 
ſudden, and ſo extraordinary a change in 
her ſentiments, I ſhall relate, as I was 
afterwards fully inform'd of it by the 
ſeveral converſations I was preſent at by 
the help « of my Inviſibility. 


She was one morning in the Park with 
a lady of her acquaintance calPd Delia, 
where they were met and join'd by a 


young officer, brother to Delia, and a 
* « 


gentleman who was with him, and equally 
a ſtranger to both the ladies, but behaved 
cowards them with the greateſt reſpect 

and politeneſs. — They walk*d two or 


three turns up and down the Mall, after 


which the gentlemen took their leave, 


and. Syrenia and Delia went to their re- 
ſpective habitations, without thinking any 


more of what had paſs'd during their : 
promenade. 


Little, indeed, could either of them 


.apprehend the conſequences of this ad- 


venture; — but the next day, pretty 


early in the forenoon, Syrenia was ſur- 
priled with a viſit ren Delia, who came 


running 


running into her apartment without any 
ceremagz — crying out as ſhe enter'd, 


Delia. Joy to you, my dear; — 
I come to with you Joy +. 


— Syrenia. c Of what | ea ſee no 


* .other ſubject of Joy than what I Always 


feel on ſeeing you.“ 


Delia. Me! — no, no, — a thou- 
* fand ſuch as me are quite out of the 
« queſtion ; — but I have the pleaſure to 
* congratulate you on the greateſt con- 


© queſt your beauty ever made, or per- 


* haps ever can make!“ 


Syrenia, _ © You are got into a vein of 
0 raillery this morning.“ 

"Tali * No, upon my honour I never 
was more ſerious. — Do you not re- 


member the fine gentleman that was 


with 2 brother yeſterday in the Mall?“ 


 Syrenia, © YeS3. you know they 
join d company with us.” 


Tbs. His name is Leontine; — 


he is the eldeſt ſon of his father, and 


heir apparent to three thouſand pounds 


© a year: — you faw his perſon ; — for 
G 6 . © my 
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my part, 1 think nothing can be more 
agreeable; and my brother tells me he 
is the moſt Aceompliſh'd. man BE! ever 
4.5 knew.” 9 


SHrerig. wel. — -and what is l this 
"© tome FP” 1 a 


. Ic is all to ou. — FA Gomes 
he 5 you. laſt Sunday at- Weſtminſter- 
Abbey, fell violently in love with you, 
and. f have follow'd to have Gon 
where you Jived, but was prevented by 
ſome. gentlemen, of his acquaintance, 
who that- inſtant laid hold of him and 
forced him Og with them,” | 


— * CY Py „ 


2 
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„ 
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4 0 


1 peine nch a ode 
might be there; but I did not take wy 
notice of him.? 


Delia. .c That may be, but 8 l 


ſo much of you as not to be able to 
ſteep ever ſince. 


8 5 


| | Syrenia. * very romantic, truly. — 
But pray how came you ſo well ac- 
« quainted with the ſecrets of his heart, 
«. who. yeſterday n an ut te ſtranger 
to his perſon ?? 
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Dela * 1 will dell you. the? "Whole 
affair, as my brottter laſt fi gut « came 
and inform'd me of it.— Aſs they had 
left us they went-and dined together at 

a tavern : — Leontine aſk'd a thouſand 
queſtions concerning your kai — 
your fortune, and your character; 

-* all which, you may be ſure, were an- 
ſwer' d not to your diſadvantage * — he 
then made my brother the confidante of 

the paſſion you had inſpir'd him with, 
and intreated him to uſe his intereſt 
with me, as he found I was pretty in- 
timate with you, to- engage me to in- 
troduce him to you, which I have 
© HA Nea 10 do.“ 
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- Syrenia. © What without my conſent? 2 
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Delia. 1 hoped to be forgiven; 1— 
* ſuch Are 83 er is not to be re- 
3G s jected.” yy : kl 85 | . 1 | 


— 
* * 


| Senſe. It is mach beyond my e ex- 
pectations, I confeſs; — but the diſpa- 
* + rity between our fortunes i is too great.” 


Delia. f be ehinks your Fern an 


« equivalent, it is not. your buſineſs to 
: - Make objections, MN 
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Hrenia. 


„% Toe e K - 


* 
2 


Syrenia. That 1s true + And. if 5 
« old flatter myſelf he were my ſin- 
: cere: . 25 hut 1 will conſider on it. 


Delia. It will be time enough "A 
© you to confider when you have heard 
© what he has to ſay; for I have pro- 
2 miſed to bring you together this even- 
f ing. 


Syrenia. This evening! — as how 


Delia. As thus: — I invite you to 
© ſup with me to-night, — my brother 
c I Leontine ſhall come in as if by ac- 
© cident ; — neither your pride nor your 
6 modeſty has any thing to ſcruple ; for 
I affure you J will not let even my 
brother . that I have previouſly 
0 acquainted you with any thing of the 
PD matter. 5 


Syrenia. 6 Well, — on that condition 
I will come.“ | 


Delia. * Indeed, my dear, I ſhould 
© think you very much to blame to turn 
© your back on a proſpect ſo highly ad- 
« yantageous 3 — for though you are well 
born, — well accompliſh'd, — are hand- 
< ſome, and have ſome fortune of your 

5 n, 
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own, — yet the three firſt of theſe, as 
men now think of marriage, weigh 
but lightly againſt what they call the 
incumbrance of a wife; — and as to 
the latter, you know, it will not en- 
title you to a coach and ſix.“ 


<< <8. $M. 


Srenia. The juſtice of what you ſay 
cannot be denied; — but I ul do 
nothing that ſhould occaſion my cha- 
racer being call'd in queſtion, nor 
would ſeem too forward, though to 
promote the higheſt expectations — 
therefore, my dear Delia, remember : 
depend on your prudence. 


1 Se Rn 


Delia. * In this you ſafely may ; ; —1TI 

know too well what is owing to my 
ſex, and the cruel aſperſions men are 
apt to throw on our moſt innocent free- 
doms, not to be extremely cautious in 
avoiding giving the leaſt room for 
cenſure.” 


G@ 6G d a a 8 


Hrenia. 6 Tadeed: my dear, my ob- 
"ſervation on your own conduct ought 
to put to filence all my doubts on that 
ſcore; and whatever is the event of 
this affair, I ſhall always gratefully ac- 
knowledge your good wiſhes towards 


me.” 


„ 


Delia. 
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Delia. If it lu e 1 ſhall be a2 


1389 ſharer in. your good. fortune, 28 nothing 


© gives me a more ſenſible ſatisfaction 
than to have it in my power to con- 


6 bude to the happineſs of my friends: 


 — but I muſt leave you, — 1 promis'd 

to let my brother know whether you 

could come or not, that he may ap- 
* priſe Leontine of it.“ 


The good natur d Delia went away i in 
ſpeaking theſe words; but I could eaſily 


perceive, by the glow on Syrenia's cheeks, 


how much ſhe was tranſported with the 


purpoſe of her viſit ; — and was yet more 


confirm'd of her being ſo by ſome diſ- 
jointed ſoliloquies ſhe utter'd when ſhe 
thought there was no witneſs of what ſhe 


ſaid. 
Syrenia. Three chouſand' "nds a 


« year, and ſo fine a gentleman as Leon- 
« tine ! — fo handſome, — ſo polite, 3 53 


© ſo every thing that is agreeable | — If 


he is as ſincere as Delia imagines him to 


be, I ſhall have cauſe to bleſs the hour 


I went to Weſtminſter-Abbey ; — or 
© rather, that which carried me to the 


Park yeſterday, without which he 


might never have known who I was, 
or where to find me, and ſHould have 


ſeſt 


ma 
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« Joſt all the advantage my good ſtars 
* ſeem to haye Af for me! 


E IE TRE 


emotions fins. in her 85 to "which 
ſhe gave a looke i in this exclamation : : 5 

: Syrenia. - It Was an unlucky thing I 
went ſo far with Roffano, — the poor 
man loves me to. diftraction, — - he will 
certainly break his heart hem he finds 

* | have forſaken him; — and, it may be, 
reproach me. as the occation of his 
death.“ f 


* 


4 
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On this ker countenatice e Reid 2 Nile 
ee but it ſoon 'wore 0 and 
after a ſhort pauſe went on thus": ID 


Syenia. I am glad, kde that 
© no contract has paſs'd between us ; the 
« encouragement I gave his paſſion, and 
tlie verbal promiſes I made him, need be 
no impediment to my accepting a better 
offer. — It will be prudence” in me, 
however, not to throw him off, nor give 
& © him any room to ſupect I_ have Tels 
'« affettion for him than 1 had, till I am 
. "ew afſured that Leontine is'in earneſt.” g 


This was enough to ſhew me the prin- 

ps. and ns of Syrxnia, both 
1 ; 

which, 
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which, indeed, were ſo little pleaſing to 
me, that I had not patience to ſtay with 
her any longer, but quitted her apart- 
ment with a contempt, which could ſhe 
have been ſenſible of, would no doubt 
have given her lome mortific: tion. 


I made one of the compan „that night 
at. Delia's however; but as it could not 
be expected, that in a meeting which was 
to paſs for caſual, there ſnould be any 
converſation except on general topics, I 
reap*d no other benefit by being preſent, 
than to be convinced that Leontine, by 


the glances he took every opportunity of 


caſting at Syrenia, was indeed very much 


enamour'd, and that ſhe ſpared no Fas 
10 MAKE him more o. 


The next day he went with the brother 


of Delia to viſit her, and the ſucceeding 
one took the liberty of going thicher alone 


and made a declaration of his paſſion, 
which ſhe, having well prepared herſelf 
with anſwers, received in ſuch a manner 


as neither to reject, nor with too much 
readineſs e 


The ice once broke, he proſecuted his 


addreſſes with ſo much vigour and aſſi- 


duity, that ſhe thought it would be no 
breach of modeſty to give him room to 
| hope 
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hope he was not altogether. indifferent to 
her; — by degrees, therefore, ſhe became 


more kind on every viſit he made, but - 


did it with caution and reſerve, neither 
by her looks or words forfeiting that 


character of diſcretion ſhe ſo much va- 


lued herſelf upon, — dropping only ſome 
hints, as if forced from her, from a fund 
of tenderneſs within, which ſhe would 
fain endeavour to conceal, but had not 
the power of doing it. on 


Thus artful in appearing artleſs, Leon- 
tine, though a man of very good ſenſe 
and penetration, never once ſuſpected ſhe 
was any other than ſuch: as ſhe affected to 
be, — plain, ſimple, generous, and in- 
e of diſguiſing her ſentiments. 


It is certain, indeed, that her natural 
cunning was greatly aſliſted how to 
ceed on this occaſion, by the N 
ſhe daily received from Delia, to whoſe 
brother Leontine made no ſcruple of diſ- 
burthening all that paſs'd in his heart in 
relation to his Pen for 5 


From this faithful friend: ſhe learn'd, 


that tho? it was not to be doubted but 
that Leontine was as much in love with 
her as man could be, yet the great reſpect 
and reverence he had for his fathermou 1d 
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a thing of ſo much conſequence as mar- 
riage, without having firſt - obtain'd his 
conſent, and approbation of the woman: 
he made choice of. for a wife; and that. 
to this end he had already ſent two Jetters 
to his father, who lived entirely in the 
country; but the anſwers he received nat 
being quite ſo ſatisfactory as he wifh'd, 

he had wrote a third, dictated in the moſt 
paſſionate and preſſing — 


e : SOS | 


She could not avoid being vader fome 
very uneaſy apprehenſions on the ſcore of 
this old gentleman, and alſo -fear*d that 
the paſſion Leontine was infpired with 
might not of itſelf be ſtrong enough to 
get the better of that obedience owing 
from him to a father's will, — ſhe there- 
fore wiſh'd to intereſt his good nature 
and generoſity in her favour, and judged 
that the ſureſt way to ſecure his affection 
was to make him confident of her's. 


Cr 


But = means of accompliſhing his N 


was a difficulty ſhe knew not preſently 


how to get over; — to confeſs by word 
of mouth ſhe loved him ſeem'd too great 
a breach of modeſty, eſpecially as his 
courtſhip. to her had not yet been of any 
long continuance ; and to get him in- 
form'd of it by Delia, ſhe — 3 

. 
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be the ſame thing, as he would doubtleſs 
imagine it was not done without her pri- 
vity. and conſent; — beſides, ſhe knew 
not whether that lady would approve of 
ſuch a ſtep. — Being one day defir'd by 
him to favour him with a tune on her 
ſpinner, ſhe entertain'd him with an air 
out of the Opera of Arſinpe, the firſt in 
the Italian taſte” ever exhibited on the 
Engliſh ſtage, and, in my opinion, has 
been exceeded by none that have come 

after it. — The words ſhe N to her 
inftrument were theſe : = 

Nhe 

© Wanton gephi ſoftly beate 3 
Watching, catching, whiſpering, going, 
Bear in ſighs my foul away : 

© Tell Ormondo what J feel, 
Tell him how his chains I wear, 
Tell him all my grief and care ; J 
Gently ſtealing, _ FL 

© And revealing, © 

More of love than I can ay⸗ 


But though Leontine extoll'd both * 
muſic and the voice which gave it utte- 
rance, yet he ſhew'd no indication of 
imagining ſhe had any deſign of flattering 
his paſGon i in the choice ſhe made of this 
fong ; — this making her perceive ſhe 
muſt be more explicit, her fertile inven- 
tion ſoon her with a frag, 
| Bp whic 


P ü  —  —  —— — — — ————— —————C——— 


— eee en : _—_ = _ 4 — 8 . * * - * — 7 
* I Se et om, nt A w —— — 7 N — — 2» . 4 r * a 
ey 5 et = - 4 — . hw. Ing Dy fer SY eq 
1 2 2 — r - —— — N 
8 7 1 - .- > = 10 * 3 — 
5 


— — 


— — 


> 
by, «7 wy 
ra 


232 2 — — 
a RE 
— rot 


wo 
ye, ra AS Wo wade av ee” 
MOTH Op WY 92 


" * — , — — 
. — —-—-—t n 
ww" ant wn) 24 3 
= — ds 46% 5 — ff * 
” : 
Mee Ty OO 8 


. —UUU—U— —— pope ov * * 
pn 3 p 


8 of 5 2 
„ 


WW 


142 We Ev ts SPY, 


which pleaſing her fancy at the ſame time 
that it promis'd the ſucceſs ſhe aim'd it, 


ſhe put into immediate execution. — - It 


was this: A 


\- Hyvintr a e talent for poetry ſhe 


far down at her eſcrutore, took pen, ink 


and p Ws and without being at the 
pains of much _ wrote the 3 
bo 5 . 35 


The breathings of a — dert. 


Wit, manly beauty, every grace com- 

bine, | 

© To deck the youth I love with charms 

© divine. 5 

But ah! —my too uncautious heart take 

1 

Nor with gay hopes the growing paſſion | 

6 feed ; 

Wealth's the chief idol that mankind 
© adore, - 

The ſoy? reign power they all fall down 

< before, 

My niggard fortune does that charm 

deny, 

And love alone will not its wants ſopply; 


= .} Ln AQ 
| . 


4 
0 


Let me then guard each av nue to my 


« breaſt, * 


* And bar all entrance to this dangerous 


« gueſt; i 
Leſt 
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Leſt by indulging the Preſumptuous 


c flame, : 

I fall the victim = 3 and ſhame. 
But, oh *tis vain! — the god of love 
6 conſpires, a 
To aid my Leontine — all his fires, 
Speaks in his voice and ſparkles in his 
* 

And what he ſweetly forces juſtifies, 


„ 1 


> 


Tis * determiſtd 4 in the book of fate, 
I muſt adore, ev'n tho he proves un- 
hy grate,” 


A 


This paper, 1 ſhe wanted him to 


believe was a. ſincere confeſſion of the 


whole ſecret of her ſoul, ſhe contrived 
ſhould fall into his hands in ſach a manner 
as ſhould have too much the appearance 
of chance to be Habe to any fuſpicion of 
velign, „„ Fc: el on 

Ar his next viſit, hos maid 3 24 
inſtructed by her how to act, tan haſtily 
into the room, and told her that the man 
whom ſhe had order'd to come for his 
money was below. — Syrenia affected not 
to underſtand what ſhe meant, and cry d, 


Hyrenia, © A What man! g — what money! 


lad 
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Maid. Mr. Shapely, madam, — your 


ſtaymaker. 


Syrenia, Oh, — now remember I 
< did bid him come for his money; — he 
takes a ſtrange unſeaſonable time; — 

ple ſhould always come in a morn- 
ing on theſe affairs; — however I'll ſee 


carry a pen and ink into the parlour, 
that he may write me a receipt on the 
back of it.“ „ 


if 1 can find his bill, — and do you 


On this the maid withdrew, and Syrenia Þ 


open'd a little deſk that ſtood in the din- 
ing-room, and beginning to tumble over 


ſome writings ſhe had there, as in ſearch 
of the pretended bill, dexterouſly ſlipp'd 
from among the reſt the pape 
tain'd the above recited verſes, and let it 
fall to the ground without ſeeming to 


r which con- 


obſerve that any thing was dropp'd; — 


then ſaying ſhe had found what ſhe had 
look d for, — ſhut up 


the deſk in a great 
hurry, — begg'd Leontine would excuſe 


her abſence for a few moments, and went 


down ſtairs, 


She was no ſooner gone than Leontine 
happening to caſt his eyes that way ſaw 


the paper, and took it up, as I ſuppoſe, 


with 


with no other intention than to deliver it 
to Syrenia when "ſhe ſhould return; but 
it being purpoſely folded in ſuch a man- 


ner that part of the writing appear'd on 
the outſide, — he muſt have been ſtrangely 


incurious indeed, if ſeeing it a poem, and 
wrote in his miſtreſs' 's hand, * Had tor- 
bore examining it. 


12 * 8 


Nevir was any tranſport more viſible 


than in the countenance of Leontine while 
reading theſe deluſive ſtanzas; — his look 
put me in mind of the poet's words : 


Kindneſs has reſiſtleſs charms, 
All things elſe but faintly warms; 
It gilds the lover's ſervile chain, 
And makes the ſlave grow Pang d 
$ and vain,” 


* * Q A 


+ 
7 


Tho! by the bd 1 have been 18. 


peatifg, che reader will eaſily ſuppoſe 1 


was both an eye and an ear witneſs of 
chem, yet it is utterly impoſſible for me 
to deſcribe either the looks or attitude of 


the one or the other, in the joyous ſur- 


priſe of finding himſelf, as he imagin'd, 
thus extremely dear to the enly. woman 
to whom he wit d to be lo, 


he took care to ſtay ſo long below 4 
to give him time to read over, more than 


Vor. IV. | H once, 
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once, what ſhe intended for his peruſal 


it was ſtill in his hands when ſhe return'd, 


but ſhe ſeem'd to take no notice of it, 


and was beginning to apologize for her 


abſence by laying the blame on the im- 
pertinence of her ſtaymaker ; but Leon- 
tine, with a geſture full of rapture, inter- 


rupted her, — layings 


Leontine. O, madam, — you muſt 
allow me to become an adyocate for this 
* honeſt tradeſman, ſince by his fortunate 
detaining you I am made the happieſt 


of mankind. 


To this, Spend affecting not to com- 
rehend the meaning of what he ſaid, 


ply with a ſmile, 


Syrenia. | « What riddle in his you 


are about to poſe me with? — I am the 


« dulleſt creature in the world at giving 5 
: ſolution to theſe things.“ 


Leontine. This paper, madam, wafted 
to me by the god of love's own hand, 
has given me the wiſh'd- for opportunity 
« of proving myſelf leſs unworthy of the 
* bleſſing I aſpire to, than your en 
* ſuggeſt. — No, my charming Syrenia, 
© not all the treaſures in the world could 
add one ray of luſtre to the graces of 

| ; * your 
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your mind and perſon, — tis thoſe 
* alone I covet to enjoy, and in poſſeſſing 


them ſhall be more rich than! in Pockel⸗ 
4 ling both the Indies.“ 


While he was ſpeaking Sevens caſt 


her eyes upon the paper and bluſh'd ex- 
ceſſively; — partly perhaps thro' ſhame, 
but more thro? the pleaſure which diffuſed 
itſelf thro' all her veins, on perceiving, 
by the behaviour of Leontine, how well 
the ſucceſs of her plot had aſe to 
the intention of it. 


The all diſlembled 8 he Was 


in, was an excuſe for her not ſpeaking, 


and Leontine went on to aſſure her, in 


the moſt tender terms, that no conſidera- 
tion whatever ſhould have the power to 
oblige him to withdraw that firm affec- 
tion "be now vow'd to her, and that he 
hop'd a very little time would put a 


final period to all her apprehenſions on 


that ſcore. 


What farther ee paſsꝰ d be- 
tween them at this time I ſhall forhear to 


repeat, as it may be eaſily gueſs'd at; and 


procced to the conduct of Syrenia in re- 


gard to her other lover, who the reader 


may think I have too long neglected. 
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The buback' which call'd Roſſano i into 
the country detain'd him there much 
longer than he had expected, and an un- 
lucky fall from his horſe, the very day 
before he intended to ſet out for London, 
occaſioned a ſecond delay to his journey; 


— this abſence of his gave Syrenia a full 


opportunity of entertaining her new lover, 
tho? ſhe received every poſt a letter from 
the former, all which ſhe did not fail to 
anſwer with that tenderneſs which might 
be expected from a woman who had pro- 
miſed to be his wife; {til keeping cloſe 


to her firſt maxim, not to give any um- 


brage to the one *till ſhe Was 
ſecure of the other. 


All impediments, however, being at 
laſt removed, that gentleman arriv'd in 
town on the ſame day that Syrenia and 
Leontine were engag'd in the manner 
above recited ; — his impatience to ſee 
his beloved miſtreſs carried him Imme- 
diately to her lodgings, — he came while 
his rival was with her; but her maid, 
well krowing how improper it was that 
they ſhould meet, told him her lady was 
abroad, — on which he went away, ſay- 
ing he would return in the evening, as he 
knew ſhe was not accuſtom' q to lay late | 
from home. | 

Ke 
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He was doubtleſs much diſappointed, 
but not at all ſuſpicious of the cauſe, *till 


having croſs'd the ſtreet he happen d to 


caſt his eyes back upon the houſe, either 
by chance, or poſſibly through fondneſs 
of the place which contain'd the idol of 


his wiſnes, — Syrenia was ſitting in the 
window and Leontine very near to her: 


— Roſſano had a full view of both; but 
Syrenia was too earnelt in diſcourſe to ob- 

zxrve him, tho? he ſtood motionleſs on 
the ſpot where he was for ſome minutes. 
— It ſeem'd not ſtrange to him that a 
gentleman ſhigyld be with her, tho? he 
could find no*:way to account why he 
ſhould be denieg acceſs to her but one, 


which ſtung him to the ſoul. 


＋ 


He was more hid once aid by his 


jealoufy, as I afterwards diſcover'd, to 


return and demand of the maid a- reals 
for his having been refuſed admittance z 
but ſecond thoughts prevail'd, and he 
went home to deliberate how it would 
beſt become him to benave in ſuch a cir- 
cumſtance. | 


' Leontine ſtaid ſupper, and Spree 
ſtepping out of the room to give ſome 


neceſſary orders to her maid, was inform'd 


| by her that Roſſano had been there and 
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the meſſage he had left: — this greatly 


diſconcerted her ; but after a little pauſe 


the recover'd herſelf enough to Ne theſe 
directions: 


Fyrenia. ey This Is very 1 


9 


* you mult therefore tell Roflano that J 
am nat yet come home, — and that 
"you believe I am gone to the play.” 


E 


The maid -otually obeying theſe di- 


rections, Roſſano only reply'd, — that 


ſince it had happen'd ſo, he would do 
himſelf the honour to breakfaſt with her 
I:dy the next morning, — and then de- 
parted leemingly wel} Harisfied. 55 


But tho? he 7 giving any 1. 


cations of his jealouſy to this girl, he 
doubted not but that the ſecond repulſe 
was owing to the ſame motive the firſt 
had been; — reſolving, however, to be 


more fully convinced, he poſted his ſer- 
rant, whom he had brought with him for 


that purpoſe, under a lamp a few doors 
om the houſe where Syrema lodged, 
charging him to obſerve carefully who 
came in or out, and if he ſaw a gentle- 
man in black velvet and a bag wig, to 


follow him wherever he went, find out 


his 


Leontine will probably ſtay late; = 
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bis name if poſſible, and bring him an 
exact account. | 


1 was ſo much charm'd with 
the diſcovery he had made of Syrenia's 
affection, that he quitted her apartment 
not 'till the night was very far advanced. 


 — Roſſano's ſervant, however, kept cloſe 


to his ſtand, 'till a chair being call'd, he 
ſaw the gentleman his maſter had de- 


ſcribed go into it; — he follow'd, and 


as ſoon as Leontine had enter'd the houſe 
where he lodg'd, and. the door was ſhur, 
aſk'd the chairmen if they knew the 
gentleman they had carried ; but they 
anſwering in the negative, and he ſeeing 
no houſe open where he might enquire, 
could learn nothing farther that night; 
but early the next morning he went again, 


and had the addreſs to find out all the 


particulars chat could be expected from 
him. 


Roſſino was now aſſur'd not only that 


he had a rival, but alſo a rival highly 
favour'd by his miſtreſs : — the diſtrac- 
tion he was in may eaſily be conceived ; 

but he diſſembled it on his firſt approach 
to Syrenia, whom he did not tail to viſit 


the next morning, as he had told her 
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Syrenia, before ſhe was inform'd of it, 
knew very well, that miſſing ſeeing her 
that night, he would not let another day 
paſs over without coming, had the arti- 
tice to tell Leontine ſhe was obliged to 
go ſome few miles out of town to fee a 
relation who ſhe heard was dangerouſly 
III. 


I am rot a perſon who live wit! 30Ut. 
having ſome bulineſs in the world, yet 
there are very iew things of conſequence 
enough to me to have detain'd me from 

2T a witneſs of what pais'd in this in- 
thro? ew between Roſſano and Syrenia, 

and ſhall preſent my readers with it as re- 
corded in my faithful Tablets. 


Syrenia no fooner heard he was there 
than ſhe ran to the top of the ſtair-caſe to 
receive him, and with the greateſt ſhew 
of tenderneſs ſaluted him in theſe terms: 


Syrenia. © My dear Roſſano, how 
: griev'd have I been for loſing the ſight 
«et you laſt night, after having been ſo 
long an age of time deprived of it! 


Roſſano. The misfortune, beautiful 
« Syrenia, was wholly mine; for while I. 
moan'd your abſence you doubtleſs found 

ſome- 
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o een to amuſe and entertain you. 
—1 heard you were at the play. 


| Syrenia. © ] was ſo; — but what could 
I find there to compenſate for the ſatis- - 
faction I mils g 1 57 being 0 8 
from home . 


R Mano. Were = at Covent- Garden ? 


Syrenia. 1 Mi ; — At Drury- -Lane, — 
c * But why do you aſk ?? 


| Roſſans., * Only for a fooliſh fancy. 


Syrenia. Nay, I may anſwer my- 
* ſelf that queſtion. — I will lay my life 

you went in ſearch of me; — but I 
© chole to go in a deſhabille, and fat on 
the back bench in Burton's box; * ſo 
it was impoſſible for you to lee me.“ 


. Not ſo oe: as you 
imagine, madam : — but I had no need 
to go to either of the Theatres, — the 
object J ſo much languiſh'd to behold 

« preſented itſelf to me without 1 my taking 


Hany pains.” 


Theſe words occafion'd 2 viſible 
change, in her countenance, — ſhe bluſh'd 


excellively, — caſt her eyes upon the E 
8 8 ground, 
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ground, and had not power to life them 
vp while ſhe ſaid w_ | 


„ 


. 


Srenia. What is it you mean: * 


Rofan. 5 There ad no explanation; ; 
— the diſorder you in vain endeavour 
to conceal ſhews but too much how 
well you are acquainted with my mean- 
ing. — Ah, Syrenia, — Syrenia, — 
how did I once flatter myſelf with an 


aſſurance that your heart was mine, 


inviolably mine; but now I find my 


abſence has been fatal to me! 


Svyregia. Forbear to alk "this; — 


theſe ſuſpicions are unjuſt to AG, and 
cruel to yourlelt., | 14: 


Roſſum. 2 Why cen was I laſt night 
turn'd from your door ! — Why twice 
repuls*d, while my more happy rival 


was allow'd the privilege of entertain- 
ing you 'till midnight!“ 


5 Syrenia. 7M Wo tells you this Y 


Roſſano. My own eyes, madam, . 
were my firſt intelligencers, — I] ſaw 
you at that window, — ſaw alſo your 
new favourite, and eaſily judg'd by 
both your attitudes what was the ſubject 
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© of your converſation 928 as to the reſt, 
I was inform'd of it by means to which 
0 | afterwards had recourſe. 


The falſe Syrenia was now abſolutely | 


confounded, — there was no giving the 
lye to ocular demonſtration as to the firſt 
part of Roſſano's charge againſt her, but 


the endeavour'd to avoid the latter, by 


laying, 


 Syrenta, © Well, fir, I own I was at 
* home, and had order'd myſelf to be 
denied; but expected not your coming, 
© or knew you had been here *till after 

you were gone: — as for the gentle- 
man you ſaw with me, *tis your own 


« jealous fancy alone that makes you re- 


* 


gard him in the light of a lover. 


Roſſano. I grant you did not expect 


me; but as your ſervant is no ſtranger 


to the footing we are upon, ſhe would 
certainly have look'd on me as an ex- 
ception to the general order you had 
given, if ſhe had not known I was ne 
proper perſon to join in the company 
you had above : — beſides, you cannot 
* plead ignorance of my ſecond viſit, 
yet I was again turn'd back,” 


H:6::- : Syrenia. 
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Syrenia. © You wrong me; — I pro- 
« teſt I never heard of your being here 
still I was going to bed; — think no 
more therefore of ſuch idle ſuf, — this is 
not diſcourſe for two people who love, 
and have ſo long been abſent from each 


a” 


* 
. other.” 


Roſſano. Ah, Syrenia! — I wiſh the 
treatment I have received would allow 
me to entertain you with any other ; — 
there was a time when I could be as 
gay, perhaps, as he who now ſupplants 
me in * eſteem.” 


Syrenia. « Still harping on the ſame 
1 ſtring); — remember what the poet Jays: | 


© No ſigns of love in OR men re- 
mains, 

But that which ſick men have a life, 
their pains.” 


She had juſt done repeating theſe lines 
when the tea equipage was brought in 


for breakfaſt, and Roflano, who F could 


perceive by his countenance was little 
pleaſed with the trifling anſwers ſhe had 
made to his reproaches, role up to take 


his leave, on which ſhe ſuddenly catch'd 


bold of his hand, and with a well coun- 


terfeited 


pes 
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terfeited tenderneſs i in her voice and eyes, 
| ſaid to him, | 


Syrenia. © You will not go and leave 
me in this humour.” 


Roſſum. C Iadend I muſt; — I have 
this moment thought of a buſineſs that 
requires immediate diſpatch,” 


Syrenia. Shall I then ſee you in the 
a Afternoon ! as 


Rofſano. II cannot promiſle.? 


He was half way down ſtairs while 
ſpeaking theſe laſt words, and though ſhe 
follow'd him two or three ſteps, and call'd 
to him to ſtay, he turn'd not, nor even 


look*'d back upon her, _ went haſtily 
out of the houle, 


I was We to ſee what was his in- 
tent, and accompanied him to the houſe 
of that kinſwoman where he had firſt ſeen 
Syrenia; — he was beginning to tell her 
what cauſe of complaint he had againſt 


that lady, but ſhe ſtopp'd his mouth by 


ſaying ſhe was already acquainted with 
every thing he had to relate, and then 


proceeded to inform him, that having a 


friend e lived oppoſite to Syrenia, ſhe 
had 
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158 The Invijible S p v. 
had learn'd that ſhe entertain'd a new 
lover, who viſited her almoſt every day, 


and that the neighbourhood believed it 
would very ſhortly be a match. 


Roſſano went from this relation to his 
his own lodgings, where having vented 
ſome part ot his rage in exclamations on 
the levity and ingratitude of womankind, 

he ſat down and wrote the following lines: 


e EON TIN E. 


„8 I R, 


60 OU have PET DA d to 1 
4 me in the affection of the woman 
60 


[ loved and am engag'd to marry ; 
I need not tell you I mean 2 

« J expect therefore you will either reſign 
«* all pretenſions o her under your. own 
% hand, or give ſuch ſatisfaction as one 
0 gentleman has a right to demand from 
4 another in theſe caſes. : — I ſhall at- 
„ tend you behind Moatague-houſe at 
* eight to-morrow morning, till when, 


« 00 


A 


0 1 You 78, 


4 Ross axo. 


This he ſent any to 1 
who happening to be at home return'd an 
anſwer by the bearer in theſe terms: _ 

28 To 
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'To Rossa vo. 


«SIR 


Me Own my ſelf a lover of Syrenia, 
but kris nothing of your courtſhip 
„ to her, nor will believe ſhe is under 
any engagement of the nature you 
« mention, either to you or any other 
% man; and ſhall be fo far from reſign- 
ing my pretenſions, that I will defend 
„them to the laſt moment of my life; 
you may therefore rely on my meeting 
vyou at the time and place appointed. 


“ Yours,” 
© LEON TINE. 
Roſſano had ſcarce finiſh'd reading this 


billet when a porter brought him a letter 


from Syrenia, the contents whereof were 
theſe: 


TO Ross aN o. 


4 My very dear Rossaxo, 
4 e R behaviour this morning has 


thrown me into diſquiets which 
4 might excite compaſſion in a heart leſs 


« devoted to me than J flatter'd myſelt 


yours was; —I thought the love be- 
© tween us was eſtabliſn'd on a more 


« ſolid 
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& {olid baſis than to be ſhook by every 
puff of jealous caprice 3 — I doubt not 
& but to convince you that yours is no 
ce other. — If this is ſo lucky as to find you 
& at home, or you receive it time enough, 
4 beg to lee you this evening; for 1 
c cannot bear you ſhould paſs another f 
0 night 1 in ſuch cruel ſuſpicions 8 


« Your faithfully affectionate 


way i 


« SyRENIA.“ͤ 5 


5 I perceived he was in ſome dilemma on 
reading this billet z — he i a while, | 
— then ſaid, | 


= Roſſano.: . © My Compliments to the 
5 lady, and — 


8 


Then baus 4 again, and at laſt cry " 


Roſſano. „Tell her I: am 1 engag?d this 
be day, but will wait on her to-morrow, * 


Various clin "ht now rolling 
in the mind of this much abus'd lover; 
but I leſt him in them, and contented my- 
ſelf with going the next morning to the 
field of battle, in order to ſee how the 
combatants would behave; — they were 
both ſo punctual to the time that it is 
hard to ſay which of them was firſt within 

the 
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The Inviſible 8 EE. 
the liſts. — Roſſano, however, having 
ſome idea of Leontine, as he had ſeen 


him through Syrenia's window, advanced 
towards him, and ſaid, 


Roſano. 1 Sue ſir, you are the 
gentleman I invited hither 7 


* 


Leontine. 0 Yeu are not derte fir, 
if your name be Roſſano.“ 


Reſſano. * The ſame, fir. 


a) 


Leontine. Mine then is Leontine, and 
you find me ready to maintain my pre- 
tenſions to the fair Syrenia.“ 


Ln) 


Rofſawe. „And I to aſſert that right 
which a long ſeries of encouraged court- 
ſhip and mutual vows have given me.“, 


a) 


| Leontine, This then is the way we 
muſt Qtipute the prize.” 


a 


Both their ſwords were alreaty drawn, 
and Roſſano, either through ſuperior ſkill 
or better fortune, gave his antagoniſt a 
light wound in the ſide on the firſt paſs, 
and on the ſecond a much deeper on the 


right arm, which occaſioning a great effu- 


ſion of blood, he was obliged to drop his 
word, on which the other, - imagining 
the 
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162 The Inuvifible & V. 
the miſchief to be greater than it really 


prov'd, gs e n him with 
theſe words : 


| Rofſano. © Sir, Though I might ex- 
pect the juſtice of my cauſe would give 
me ſome advantage over you, I ſhould 
be extremely ſorry to find it attended 
with any bad effects, — I beg therefore, 


early, you will give me leave to ſup- 
port you to my lodgings, which are 
very near, and where you may have 


& 
£ 
C 
3 S 
as there are ſcarce any chairs abroad ſo 
C 
6 
6 
C 


immediate aſſiſtance.” 


Leontine accepted the offer, — a ſur- 
geon was immediately call'd, and his 


cloaths ſtripp*d off in order to have his 


wounds examined; — that on his ſide 
was not at al! deep, and that on his arm 
happening only among a knot of veins, 
required little more than a tight bandage 


for its cure: — he was adviſcd, however, 


to drink ſome mull'd wine, and then en- 
deavour to compoſe himfclf to ſleep for a 


few hours. — Roſſano, with a great deal 
of humanity and politeneſs, took care to 


ſee this injunction perform'd, and on 
Leontine's requeſting it, ſent to his lodg- 
ings for freſh cloaths and linnen for him 


do put on when he ſhould awake. 


As 


ww %p 
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As Roſſano was retiring to leave his 
gueſt to that repoſe which was thought 
needful for him, he ſaw a paper lying on 


the floor, which he took up, not Knowing 
but it was ſomething belonging to him- 


ſelf; — but how great was his amaze- 


ment when he found what it contain'd, 


— this being the very verſes Syrenia 
had wrote on Leontine, and had fortui- 
touſly been ſhook out of that gentleman's 


pocket as his cloaths were haſtily thrown 


to the other fide of the room. 


"HF il now, the love he had bore Syrenth 


kept him from entertaining any worſe 


opinion of her conduct, than that it was 
the vanity incident to her ſex which alone 


had made her encourage the addreſſes of 
Leontine; but this plain proof of her in- 
conſtancy gave a ſudden turn to his ſen- 


timents, ai:d changed at once all the ten- 
derneſs he ever had for her into contempt 


| and hatred. 


- Leontine alſo had ſome uneaſy thoughts 
on the ſcore of Syrenia; — Roſſano 


ſcem' d to him to be a man of too much 


honour to aſſert a falſhood, and began to 
fear that himſelf had been d ceived in his 
opinion of that lady's ſincerity 3 — being 


leſs inclined to ſleep than to be ſatisfied ; 
„„ 1 „ 
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1 in this point, he rung a bell which hung 
1 by the bedſide, on Which Roſſano, Who 


1 was no farther than the next room, went 
i in and afld how he did; — to which he 


+ reply d,. 
1 Leontine. So well that I think L need 
1 lie here no longer than *till my man 
1 brings me ſome clean apparel, that I 
14 may riſe with decency; in the mean 
SF; « time, fir, ſhould take it as a favour that 
3 you would let me know how far I have 
1 been guilty of injuſtice to you in regard 
Fi of Syrenia : — in your billet to me you 
Fi mention an engagement; — if it be ſo 
Fi I was perfectly ignorant of it, and at 
* 8 that time imagin'd I had ſtrong reaſons 
1 for diſbelieving, — otherwiſe I do aſſure 
p you, ir, not a my paſſion for that 
14 lady ſhould have made me attempt to 
* ; © difunite your loves.“ | 
| WE £5 "5 
1 Roſſano. Though it may ſeem un- 
Wi « generous to boaſt a lady's favours, as 1 
Ei * have no other way to juſtify my raſh 
1 proceedings towards you, be pleaſed to 
1 read that letter: 5 
1 In ſpeaking this he preſented to Leon- 
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tine the letter he had received from Syrenia 
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no ſooner look'd over than he cry'd out 
with the greateſt ſurpriſe, 


G 


CCC 


(E -A- q W] - 


| Leontine. © Good heaven! — Why 
this Was dated but yeſterday 75 


Neoſſano. Ves ſir, and wrote on ac- 
count of my teſtifying ſome jealouſy on 
your being with her the evening be- 


fore; — but I have now done a that 


idle paſſion, and can now reſign my 
claim with as much calmneſs as I would 
lately . have maintain'd it with eager- 


neſs.” | 


Leontine. Is it poſſible you can be 
in earneſt?“ 6 


Roſſano. Were Syrenia more beau- 


tiful than ſhe is, the enjoyment of her 


perſon without her heart could give no 
happineſs; and had this paper, which 
1 fell from your pocket in 


the hurry this morning, happen'd ſooner 


into my hands, I ſhould not have Pip: 
ceeded as I have done.“ 


2 


In ſpeaking this he gave Leontine the 
paper he had taken up; — the other im- 


mediately ſaw what it was, and receiving 


it with a ſmile made this reply : 


Leontine, 
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Leontine. I thank you, fir; but J 
© aſſure you I am not at all vain of theſe 
« verſes, as they ſerve only to prove that 

the lady was willing to -be double 
arm'd, and in caſe one lover ſhould 
fail, to be provided with another.” 


XN 


After this they began to enter into a 
very free diſcuſſion on the conduct of 
- Syrenia towards them both; and there 
now appear'd ſo much deceit, — mean 
artifice, — ingratitude and perfidy, as 
well to the one as to the other, that it is 
hard to ſay which of them entertain'd the 
moft deſpicable notions of her: — in 
fine, they agreed to reſent the impoſitions 
ſhe had practiſed on them in ſuch a man- 
ner. as fome of my fair readers, how 
greatly ſoever they may condemn Syrenia, 
will not perhaps eaſily abſolve them for. 


The ſcrvant of Leontine being arrived 
with the things his maſter had order'd to 
be brought, that gentleman roſe and got 
himſelf dreſs'd, and Roſſano in the mean 
time employ'd himſelf in gathering up 
all the letters he had received from Sy- 
renia, and made them up in a. large 
packet, and wrote on the cover, 


Amo- 


The n Spy, . 1 67 


© Amorous billets from a lady, of a very 
Y MONEY character.” 


They went in two chairs to the houſe 
where Syrenia lodged, and the door be- 
ing open'd ruſh'd up ſtairs without any 
ceremony, and even into the dining-room 
where ſhe was ſitting. — Leontine was 
the firſt that enter'd ; ſhe role to receive 
him; but ſeeing his arm in a ſcarf, cry'd 
out, | 


Syrenia, © Oh, fir, what accident 1 
| befallen you!” > 1 


2 


1 No unlucky one, madam; 


© I have, indeed, received two flight 
* wounds on your account z bur I blefs 
© the hand that gave them, ſince they 
© have been the means of curing one of a 
more dangerous nature in my heart,” 


She had no time to aſk what he meant 
by theſe words, — Roſſano was now in 
the room, and Saran hk to what the other 
had ſaid in this manner: 


. 0 My heart is allo in a pretty 


good condition too; — for though 1 


. Have loſt a miſtreſs, J have gain'd a 
friend, from whom I have rea to 


hope 
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168 The Inviſible Spy. 
hope more ſincerity. — You ſee, ma- 
dam, two perſons together, whom 
doubtleſs you wiſh'd to keep ſeparate, . 
while we had ſeparate intereſts ; but we 
have now agreed, and as we lately 
Join'd to perſecute you with our ad- 
dreſſes, now join in che reſolution of 
troubling you no more. | | 


Leontine. I have nothing to add, 
madam, to what my friend has de- 
livered, but to reſtore this paper, which 
can be of no uſe to me, and may be of 
* ſome to you, as change but the name 
the picture — ſuit tome — 
man.“ : 

1 © And I return thoſe letters 
vou have from time to time favour'd 


< me with. : 


He then laid down the. packet, at the 


| ſame time Leontine did the verſes, upon a 


table. — Syrenia was all this while im- 


moveable as a ſtatue, — ſhe had found 


from their firſt entrance that they had 
compared notes, — that ſhe was expoſed, 
— her arts laid open, and her hopes irre- 
coverably loſt with both; — fain ſhe 


would have ſpoke but had not power; 
and all ſhe could utter at laſt Was, 


_— 


Syrenia. | 


* > &® 2". 8-2 - 
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Srenia. Mighty well; ; ſo then I 
am to be nfulted. if 


Roſſano. « No, madam, your vie 
and beauty are your protection; and 
had your mind been equal to either, 
neither of us, I believe would have 
broke his chain, or even wiſh'd to re- 
gain that liberty we now have ſo much 
cauſe to triumph 1 in, 


* 


e 


1 Come, ſir, you ſce the 
lady is diſconcerted, — let us leave her 
to meditate on this adventure, it may 
be of ſervice in ſome future one.” 


A R9A 


Refine; -< With all” my lanes 
good huſband to you, madam.” 


Leontine. 5 I join in the ſame wiſh, | 
— Your ſervant, madam.” 


"They departed with theſe words, and 
I ſtaid not long after them, — the ſight 


of Syrenia's deſpair, how juſtly ſoever ſhe 


had brought it on herſelf, giving more 
pain than ſatisfaction, 


End of the Seventh BOO K. 
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CHAP. 1 


Satan: a brief detail of ſuch occur- 


rences as preſented themſetves to the 
Auther's ebjervation in an evening”s 
Inviſible ramble thro' ow al parts 
of this PO 


PILE: T has often been a matter of 
; To very 'great concern to me, and 
1 believe muſe be the ſame to 

7 every thinking mind, to ſee 

how ſome people are conti- 

nually hurried and buſied about mere 

trifles, of no manner of conſequence to 
themſelves, or ſcarce to any body elſe; 

while all the duties of religion, — all the 

regard for the welfare of their moſt par- 

tic -ular friends, — all love of country, and 

cven 


The Invi/ible Se v. — , 
even the deareſt intereſts of ther own fa- 
milies, are totally neglected. 


What judoment can we form of a per- 


ſon of this caſt, but that he has a vacuum 


in his head ready to be fill'd up with the 
firſt toy that preſents itſelf, and not being 


endow'd with a ſtrength of reaſon ſut- 


ficient to direct his choice, ſuffers himſelf 
to be engrols'd by ſuch things as he finds 


make moſt noiſe in the world, not ſuch 


as have moſt relation to his own affairs, 
either as to fortune or reputation. 


Can there be a ſight more farcical than 
for a man who, without any petition to 


prefer or ſuit to ſolicit ; in fine, without 
any call or buſineſs whatſoever, Is con- 


tinually cringing at the levee of a miniſter 
of ſtate, and when the complim ents are 
paid and the circle is diſmiſs'd, runs thro? 
the whole round of his acquaintance, re- 
porting where he has been and what he 
has ſeen, ſagaciouſly remarking on every 
nod, wink, or {mile of the great man, 
and finding myſtery even in the tye of 


his wig, or the looſe or ſtrait buttoning 
His coat 5 


Ader, whoſe affairs at home perhaps 
are involved in tlie utmoſt perplexities 85 
{hall pals ti the beſt part of his time among 
2 * 
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the jobbers in Change - Alley, — £0 from 
— hovke to coftee-houſe, — enquire 
of every broker he meets with the price 
of ſtocks, in which he has no ſhare, or 
money to purchaſe any, and be more ſo- 
licitous in finding out the uſes to which 
the Sinking-Fund is appropriated than 
for the means of extricating himſelf out 
of his preſent difficulties. 


A third values himſelf much upon be- 
ing a great connoiſſeur in politics, — re- 
giſters all the public papers from year to 
year, pretends to. reconcile all the contra- 
dictions they contain, and to diſcover 
ſome latent meaning in every paragraph, 
and takes more pains to unriddle their 
imaginary ænigmas than a poor ſervitor 
at the univerſity does to tranſlate Perſeus 
for a rich ſtudent who pays, and fathers 


the labour of his brain. 


Others have a taſte for building, — are 
extremely curious in ornamenting the 
ſtructures they cauſe to be erected with 
carvings, paintings, and ſuch like ſuper- 
ficial beauties; but never once examine 
how the foundation is laid, or whether 
the pompous outworks may not be liable 
to ſink very ſoon into a heap of rubbiſh. 


 — Some employ their whole cares on the 


breeding and well managing their horſes, 
| hounds, 
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hounds, and game- cocks, leaving the 


education of their ſons entirely unre- 
garded. 


Impoſſible is it to enumerate the va- 
rious trifles with which too many, even 
among the higheſt claſs of lite, ſuffer 
themſelves not "only to be amuſed, but 
wholly taken up; — but I think, with- 
out any danger of being accuſed of too 
much ſeverity, one may jaſtly ſay with 
Shakeſpear of ſuch men, that 


The earth has bubbles as the water hath , 


6 And theſe are ſome of them.“ 


In a word, — Much Abo ABOur 
Norumo, — | is a play ſo univerſally act- 


ed in this town, that one can go to very 


few places without being witneſs of ſome 
icenes of 16. 


As inſignificant, however, as theſe 
people may ſeem by the deſcription [ 
have given of them, and as in effect they 
really are, they are yet of more conſe- 
quence to the public than is generally be- 
lieved, or than they themſelves, with all the 
ſtock of vanity they are uſually poſſeſsꝰ d 
of are capable of imagining; — this, 
tho* it may be thought a paradox, will 


be eaſy for me to make appear, — as thus : 
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Theſe unjudging creatures, for I have 
already proved them to be ſuch, are fre- 


juently made the tools by which evil _ 
deſigning men faſhion out their ends: 


ag tho.e in power have any thing on 
foor, from which they find it neceſſary to 


divert the attention of the nation, it is 


but throwing out ſome whiſper, though of 
ever fo abſurd and ridiculous a nature, 
among the people I am ſpeaking of, and 
they WIII immediately ring it in the ears 
of the populace till it becomes the cry, 


and every argument that truth and reaſon 


can alledge is ; dea fen'd with the noiſe, 


It was doubtleſs by this very means 


chic 17 that Oliver Cromwell and his 
e dreadful 


there have been ſome inſtances, of a yet 
more modern date, which have ſhewn 
how lar this ſpirit of enthuſiaſm has been 
able to bring about the moſt aſtoniſhing 
as well as molt pernicious events ;—events 

which all good men and faithful patriots 
have beheld with horror and deteſtation, 
though unable to repel the impetuous 


torrent of a blind, bigotted, and miſtaken 


zeal: — events which we are willing to 


flatter ourſelves will no more ſpread diſ- 


traction 


. e 
fc 
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traction and devaſtation through theſe 
kingdoms. 


A late moſt excellent poet ſeems, not- 
withſtanding, to have had ſome appre- 
henſions of this kind; — in ſpeaking on 
the topic of national calamities he lays 
very elegantly, though I hope not Pm 
pactically, 


© Who knows but we may fee again 
*. what once amaz'd we ſaw, 

When ſome black time may come 
* when rage ſhall grapple law, 
And huſh pale juſtice with domi: 
© nion's awe ?' 


An experience of many years, Join'd 


with a diligent obſervation of the world, 


has convinced me, beyond all doubt, chat 
theſe inconſiderates, without being ſen- 


ſible of the miſchief they do, have been, 


and daily are, the inſtruments of propa- 
gating the moſt infamous ſcandals, groſs 
falfitics, and baſe aſperſions on the great 
and good; as alſo the moſt ridiculous 
and Idle ſtories, invented and calculated 
by men of more thinking heads, to amuſe 
and divert the attention, of the public 
from what moſt demands its regard. 
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A glaring W of this latter kind 


now takes up the town, — all mouths 


are full of it, — all ears are open to it ; 
— but it appears to me that there are 
few eyes clear enough to diſcern the ſecret 


ground- work of this mountain of abſur- 


di ities, and « on what motive it was erected. 


I think it not my province, however, 


nor ſhall preſume to inſorm the judgment 
of any one in this point, but ſhall only re- 


late a paſſage I happen'd to be witnels of, 


which every one is at liberty to deſcant | 
upon as he ſhall think proper. 


Being one day on the other ſide of the 


Royal- Exchange, where ſome buſineſs I 
vin there being diſpatch'd ſooner than I 
expected, it came into my head to call in 


at a certain celebrated coffee-houſe, which 
I had been told was frequented by a great 
number of the moſt eminent and wealthy 
citizens; but as I had no acquaintance: 
with them, and ſome other more ſubſtan- 


tial reaſons for not appearing in propria 
perſona, I choſe to go in my Invilible 


| . 


2 Purſuant to this refblikion I fiepp? . 
into the firſt obſcure alley I could find, 
and there girded on 'my precious Belt, 


which, 
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which, as well as my Tablets, I ſeldom 


{ went out without taking with me, and 
then haſted to the place inn | 


I found the room very full of company, 


moſt of whom were of that ſect of diſ- 


ſenters from the eftabliſh'd church which 
are under the denomination of Preſbyte- 


rians; — I would not here be underſtood 


to mean any thing in ridicule of thoſe 
gentlemen ; for I love and revere every 
man of real virtue and good ſenſe, be he 
of what perſuaſion ſoever. 


How far the perſons 1 have juſt now 


coccaſion to ſpeak of anſwer to either of 
theſe characters I will not pretend to fay, 


— let their own words teſtify, — I ſhall, 
according to the phraſe of the inſpired 
writer, — ſet a guard upon my mouth 


that I offend not with my lips. — But to 


proceed, 


Three or four, who I afterwards per- 


ceived were leading men among the fanc- 


tified tribe, were engag' d in a very warm 
diſpute with a gentleman who endea- 
vour'd, with a great deal of ſpirit, to ex- 


pole the groſs ablurdities and falſnood of 


a cauſe they took upon them to maintain, 
Mar with a kind of magiſterial air at- 


tempted to enforce the belief of in others. 
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The odds avs to me at firſt, 1 
onfeſs, to be a little ungenerous 3 Lat 1 
was the more. firengthen'd | in this opinion 
when J heard the manner in which they 
deliver'd their arguments, and that were 
urg'd in favour of one of the moſt pre 
nolterous and ridiculous complaints that | 
ever engag'd the attention of any men of 
common ſenſe: — after laying r 
think it is needleſs to add, it was the affair 
of Squires and Canning. — As I am ut- 
rerly unacquãinted with the names either 
of thoſe who defended the cauſe of the 
latter, or of him who treated it with 
contempt, I ſhall diſtinguiſh the one by 
that of minis and the other bby that of 


Opponent. 


The converſation which paſs'd on both 
ſides, after I had got a convenient place 
to poſt myſelf, and had ſpread myTablets, 

give the public a faithful tranſcript 
of, as taken from thoſe unerring teſti- 
monies, and was as the reader will find 
underwritten. 


Fes ee. «1 am ſurpriſed, ſir, 
* you ſhould rack your brain for argu- 
ments againſt the cauſe of helpleſs in- 
nocence and virtue in diſtreſs.“ 
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Second Aſſertor. © *Tis barbarous, *tis 


cruel. — Where ſhall we find an object 


of compaſſion if Betty Canning is not 
one? — We know her, fir, — know 


her to be pure and unpolluted.“ 


Third Alſetor. Ay, — She is of our 


congregation, — has always been a dili- 


gent frequenter of the meeting-houſe, 
and fervent | in her devorions.' 


Opponent. © So becaizſt Me 1s of your 


congregation, it naturally follows ſhe 
muſt be chaſte and pious z — the lambs 
of your flock never go aſtray z — but 
| forvear to make any reflection on this 
core, and ſhall only fay, I never ſhall 
give credit to a ſtory ſo full of incon- 
fiſtencies and imprebabilities as this 


which has been forged by her and her 
accomplices. 


Fu Aſſertor. * Sir, there is no reaſon- 
ing againſt fact; ſhe has f worn to the 
truth of it before a magiſtrate, and that 


magiſtrate | gas teſtified his belief of it. 


| Opprient I Yes, — ke ſtory ſhe told 


was romantic, — it ſaited his talks 
he th: gught it might be a proper ſubject 
to work up into a F arce or Puppet-ſhew, 
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ſo was willing to promote the credibi. 
lity of it.“ 0 
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Firſt Ame. 0 Mere ſpite 3 ſcandal ; 


Opponent. * Not at all; and I doubt 

not but the impoſition will be fully laid 
open by another magiſtrate, ſuperior in 
715 every degree to him who takes her 
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Firſt Afrtor. « Sir, it 1s prophane | 
and impious in him, or you or any 
man, to eſpouſe the cauſe of a wicked 
old hag, — a vagabond, — a gipley, 
ſuch as Mary Squires; and a known 
inſtrument of libidinous pleaſures, ſuch 
as mother Wells.“ 
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"IE Aerior. Oh 'tis an abomina- 
tion to all good men, and every word 
* in favour of thoſe vile wretches ſmells 
* rankly of the breath of the old ſerpent.” 
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Opponent. 6 Gentlemen, I have nothing 
to alledge in defence of theſe creatures ; 
but. that however guilty they may have 
been, or continue to be, in other re- 
ſpecs, they are entirely innocent in this | 
they are naw accuſed of.“ 
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Firſt Aſſertor. No, no, — *tis im- 


> 


Opponent. * Saying a thing does not 
prove it to be ſo ; — but give me leave 
only to offer a few queries, in relation 
© to ſome of the many inconſiſtencies in 
« the tale told by that idle wench, Betty 
+ Canning.” ? 5 


Second Aſertor. Do ſo, — we ſhall 
© know how to anſwer them.” 


Opponent. Firſt then, — ſuppoſing her 
© to have been robb'd in the manner ſhe 
« pretends by two ruffians, — what could 
« jinduce fellows who hve upon the ſpoil, 
© after having taken from her all they 
found worth taking, to quit the purſuit 
” © of other booty and loſe: their time in 
« dragging her into the country, only to 
throw her into the houſe and then leave 
© her there; for ſhe does not accuſe 
them of making any attempt upon her 
© chaſtity * LTP ge 5 


Frſt Aſſertor. As to that, — it is 
highly probable they might be fee'd by 
mother Wells to bring the firft young 
woman they could meet with to her 
houſe, in order to be made a ſacrifice 
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85 


A 


to her mercenary views, and the luſt of 
lome vile fellow. | 


Opponent. Then they would certainly 

have e an object of a more tempt- 
ing aſpect, or would have deſerved 

little for their pains; — but let that 
paſs. — If it were as you imagine, — 
would any woman, Who it is Taid has 
long been in practice in the ſeducing 
trade, have behaved towards the prey 
brought. into her clutches in the faſhion 
ſhe did to Betty Canning? — Would 
ſhe not rather have ſooth'd the frighted 


maid, — reviv'd her dfooping ſpirits 


with good eating and drinking, — pro- 


mis'd her fine cloaths, and then intro- 


duced ſome man to her, who might 
have allured her to the ſin ſhe aim'd to 
make her guilty of ? — Surely the way 


to tempt her to be a proſtitute was not 


to lock her up alone in a wild deſolate 


room, without a bed to lie upon, or 


any other re reſhment than a little 


bread and water; — ſuch ufage, one 


muſt think, was inte ended to mortity, 
not excite a cara! inclination.“ 


Firſt Aſſertor. c Sir, I am grieved, — 
greatly grieved in ſpirit, to find you fo 
ignorant of the force of virtue; — l 
tell you, ney that the courage and re- 

- | K ſolution 
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ſolution of this pious virgin ſtruck ſuch 
an awe into the minds of thole profli- 


oate wretches ſhe was placed among 
that they had not the power of putting 
their wicked deſigns in execution; — 
Heaven, indeed, for a trial of her pa- 
tience, permitted them to diſtreſs her 
helpleſs INNOCENCE, but not to deſtroy 
i; 


Opponent. © Very extraordinary, truly. 


— But pray, fir, why did this ſuffering 


ſaint remain ſo long under the roof of 


ſuch abandon'd Creatures, ſince all ac- 


counts agree that in three days, nay in 
three hours after her confinement, ſhe 
had the ſame opportunity of making 
her eſcape as at the time ſhe n to 


effect 1 


Second 6 Fer eyes were not 


open to the means of her deliverance 
till that bleſſed moment; — it was or- 


dained ſhe ſhould undergo the perſecu- 
tion ſhe did, in order to make her 


virtue more triumphant over ſin and 
name. 


Opponent. Oh, gentlemen, — theſe 


arguments will never be ſwallow'd any 


where but in a convyenticle,? 


Third. 
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Third Aſertor. Sir, they will al. 


ways have their due weight with every 
one but a reprobate.* | - 


Opponent. How, fir! 


The Opponent was ſo much incens'd 
at theſe words, that he ſtarted from his 


ſeat and was about to reply with his fiſt, 


but ſome of the more moderate part of 


the company interpoſed, and prevented 


the miſchief that might otherwiſe have 
enſued : — by their perſuaſions he fat 
down again, and the diſpute would doubt- 


leſs have been renew'd, it may be with 


greater vehemence than before, if a 


drawer from a neighbouring tavern had 
not luckily come and told him that two 


gentlemen, whoſe names he mentioned, 


deſir'd to ſpeak with him; on which he 
went away, perhaps to the great ſatisfac- 


tion of the aſſertors of Betty Canning's 


cauſe, who, if he had ſtaid and continued 
his queries, might probably have been a 
little puzzled to find anſwers to them. 


During the debate I have been repeat- 
every one in the room kept a pro- 


ing 


found ſilence; but afterwards the conver- 
ſation became general, — ſeveral other 
ſubjects were ſtarted by particular per- 
| ſons, 


| al. 


very 
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ſons, but they were not liſten'd to, — 

the majority ſeem'd to have their heads 
lo full of Betty Canning that they could 
ſcarce think or ſpeak of any thing beſide: 
— tis true, indeed, they did not all 
give credit to her ſtory, yet the poſitive- 


neſs with which they heard it affirm'd 


made the leaſt credulous divided in their 
thoughts, and afraid to paſs a judgment 


, either on the one or the other {ide of the 
queſtion, 


The reader ny doubtleſs naturally 


ſuppoſe that it was impoſſible for me to 


live in the world, and have any acquain- 
tance in it, without having heard, long 


before I came to this place, much talk of: © 


Elizabeth Canning, — her pitiful diſtreſs, 
— her miraculous preſervation and eſcape, 
and all the other prodigies of that ama- 
Zing ſtory. 


"Tis true, indeed, I was a ftranger to 
no part of it; — but then my converſa- 
tion being chiefly among the gay part of 
the town, I was not much ſurpriſed that 
people who can find very little to employ 


their thoughts ſhould be fond of a tale 


which had ſo much of the marvellous in 
it; — as children, before they arrive at 
years capable of being inſtructed in more 
ſolid matters, liſten wich pleaſure to their 

nurſes 
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nurſes ſtories of giants, — fairies, and 
enchanted caſtles, — as ſuch I regarded 
all my ſaid, and thought no further ot it. 


But when I heard grave citizens, — 
men of buſineſs, — of a tedate department 
and good underſtanding in other things, 
argue with ſerious countenances on 583 
a heap of wild abſurdities, I cannot ſay 


whether my aſtoniſhment or indignation 


had moſt dominion over oy. facukies:; | 
but this I know, that both together de. 


ſtroy'd all the little ſtock of patience ! 


am maſter of, and would not ſuffer me 
to ſtay any longer to liſten to thoſe in- 
ſignificant debates which I found were 


likely to continue among this company. 


CHAP. 


and 
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CHAP: 


| Relates ſome farther incidents of a 


pretty particular nature, which fell 
under the Author's obſervation in the 


| fame evening 1 Inv}; le progr 772 ons 


HOSE turbulent emotions which 
the ſcene I had juſt come from be- 


| ing witneſs of had rais'd in me, being 
N ſomewhat quieted by air and walking, 
I had the curioſity to call in at another 


great coffee houſe, hoping I ſhould find 
there ſomething to give a turn to the pre- 
lent diſpoſition of my mind. | 


But J found that the remains of my 
ill humour were not to be ſo ſoon diſſi- 
pated as I had imagined. — Here was 


indeed a vaſt deal of company, — clerks 


in public offices, — lawyers, — phyſicians, 
— tradeſmen, and ſome few divines, 
compoſed the promiſcuous aſſembly ; but 
all were engag'd on the ſame dirty 
dragole-tail ſubject, as one of our news- 
writers juſtly terms it, the names of Betty 
Canning, the Gipſey. and mother Wells, 
reſounded from each quarter of the croud- 


ed 
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ed room, and the cauſe then depending 


between theſe creatures made the whole 
converſation at every table. 


Here I would not be at the trouble of 
opening my Tablets, eaſily perceiving 
that nothing worthy of being recorded in 
them, or of « communicating to the public, 
was likely to enſue; and alſo that the 
ſmalleſt part of time I ſhould waſte in this 
company would be paying too dear for 

wel diſcourſes I ſhould hear from them. 


| Accordingly 1 left the houſe after 
having ſtaid there about feven minutes; 
but had not reach'd the next ſtreet be- 
fore a confuſed noiſe behind obliged me 


to ſtand up in the porch of a door *till 
the hubbub was paſs'd by. 


The occaſion of this uproar preſently Þ 


appear'd; — it was a poor fellow carried 
on a bier, with very little ſigns of life in 
him, — his face cover'd with blood which 
iſſued from his noſe and mouth, — his 
cloaths torn that the naked fleſh appear'd 
in many places; but ſo deform'd with 


bruiſes that it could ſcarce be known for 


what it was; — a mix'd rabble of men, 
women and children follow'd, ſhouting, 
hallooing, and crying, — it was good 

enough 


4 -— 8 — © tun 
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| enough for him, — and that 1925 were | 
120 he had got his reward. 


I was ſtartled at 0 much inhumanity, 


for 1 thought nothing could excuſe ſuch 


cruel treatment, though I doubted not 


but the fellow had been guilty of ſome 
| atrocious crime; — but I was ſoon unde- 
| ceived. in this point, and let into the 
| whole affair, | | 


A tradeſman who 1 to be 


ſtanding at his ſhop door, juſt oppoſite 
| to the place where I had taken ſhelter, 
| ſtepp'd forward and aſk'd what was the 


matter, — and by what accident the poor 
man on the bier was reduced to that con- 


dition he ſaw him in; — on this ſeve- 
| ral of the mob gather'd about him, and 
anſwer' d his interrogatories in theſe terms: 


Firſt Mob. Ah, fir, he is as arrant 
* a rogue as ever you 0 on in your 


c life.” 


Second Mob. C Aye, *twere 0 matter 
* if he had been kill'd outright.” 


Third Mob. No, no, 'tis much better 


aas it is, — I hope to make a holiday to 


* ſee him *** ; 
Shop 
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Shopkeeper. : But what has he done?“ 


Fourth Meb, © Done. fir, you will 


bleſs yourſelf to hear it; — he ſaid that 
poor Betty Canning was a perjur'd flut; 

— that all ſhe had ſworn to was lyes; — 
and that ſhe deſerv'd to be whipp'd at 


the cart's tail, or pillory'd, or tranſport- 


ed to the plantations — and a great | 
deal more.“ 5 


Firſt Mob. © Nay, he was beginning 
to ay worſe things of her than all 
this, if his mouth had not been 


ſt opp'd. 


 Shopkeeper. © Then I ſuppoſe he has 


A La AQ „ A * Q a 


6 


Frm lighting! 2 


IS:cond Mob. $ Ns hows him, — I 
don't believe he has courage enough to 
fight; but he would have run his 2 game 
on Betty Canning *till now, for any 
thing I know, it a brewer's ſervant and 
an honeſt ſlaughter-man in Fore- ſtreet, 


and three or four neighbours of ours in | 


Norton-Falgate, had not all at once 
fallen upon him and beat the words 
gown his throat.“ | 


Shop- 
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 Shopkeeper. * But was not ſo many to 
one odds at oe: „ 


Third Mob. There is no minding 
« fair play with ſuch a raſcal ; — abuſe 
« poor Betty Canning; — Why he de- 
« terves to have his houſe pulbd down 
8 about his ears.“ 


Fourth Mob. Aye, and ſo it ſhould; 
« if it were not for his wife and five ſmall 
children. 3 


The tradeſman ſaid no more but turn'd 
back into his ſhop, lifting up his hands 
and eyes 1n token of amazement, and the 
rabble ran to rejoin their companions, 
who I could hear ſtil continued inſulting 
and vilifying the poor maim'd wretch, 
Who was altogether unable to return * 
part of their abuſe, | 


This hopkeeper appear'd to me to be a 
more reaſonable creature than moſt of 
| thoſe I had lately been among; and I 
ſhould have been glad to- have had ſome 
diſcourſe with him concerning this adven- 
ture; — but that being impracticable, as 
| I had no opportunity at t preſent of ſhaking 
off my Inviſfibility, I was obliged to con- 


N tent my: ſelf and PEoceee' un are 
I had 
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I had now no deſign in my head, — 
no particular courſe to ſteer ; but as I 
was entirely free from any engagement 
that evening, and thought it too ſoon to 
go home, F rambled from one ſtreet to 


another for a conſiderable time, yet with- 


out meeting any one thing ſufficient to 


tempt my curioſity to make a farther en- 


quiry into. 


Any obſerving reader may reaſonably 


imagine, that the little ſatisfaction I had 
been able to reap in the viſits I had made 


at the two coffee-houſes I had been already 


in, would have hinder'd me from going 


into another, and indeed I was of that 


opinion myſelf; — I ſoon found I was 
miſtaken however, — and ſo will he; — 
I really ventured into a third; but the 


motive which excited me to do ſo was 


this: : 


As I was HOES by 1 e FR | 
the windows, for then the candles within 
were lighted up, ſeveral gentlemen with 
news- papers before them, on which they 


ſeem'd to be diſcourſing with each other 


with a great deal of ſeriouſneſs and gra- 


vity: — as I have naturally an extreme 


paſſion for knowing the affairs of the 
world, thoſe of "wy eſpecially, I 


thought 


e En nor 
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thought it highly eligible in me to hear 


what was ſaid upon them by perſons who 


had the appearance of ſome underſtanding 
in them. 


At the firſt table I came to were fix 
or ſeven gentlemen, moſt of whom were 


ſome way or other concerned in the Bri- 


tiſh Herring-fiſhery ; but though they 
talk'd very learnedly on the ſubject, it 
ſuited not my taſte, ſo ſtaid not long with 
them, but adjourn'd to the next com- 


pany. 


Theſe were dr chandh, who I found 


were greatly diſconcerted at an article 
they had been juſt reading in relation to 
the ſtrict engagements the French had en- 
ter'd into with the Indians, and tne daily 


incurſions thoſe miſcall'd friends and | 


allies made on the Engliſh colonies ; 

but as I cannot pretend to any ill in in 
commerce, I did not ſpread my Tablets 
to receive the impreſſion of their diſ- 


courſe ; ſo can only ſay in general, that 


they made very heavy complaints, and 
cry'd out, that if ſpeedy care were not 


taken to put a ſtop to thoſe proceedings, 
trade muſt be ruin'd, and our ſettlements- 


in that part of the world W deſtroy'd. 
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The chird table Was fill d 3 perſons 
who ſeem'd to be of no avocation, nor at 
all intereſted in any branch of buſineſs or 
public affairs; but talk'd of every thing 
they had been reading merely as things 


which afforded matter for converſation. 
— On my joining them, the magnani- 


mity of the Pruſſian monarch was the 
topic; — they extoll'd his wiſdom, his 
bravery, his temperance, his clemency, 
the encouragement he gave to merit 
whereſoever te found it, and all unanj- 
mouſly agreed that he was the father of 
his people, — a bleſſing to the land he 
govern'd, — and a PO, to his fellow 
rulers of the earth. 


The juſt admiration I ever had of this 
truly great and molt amiable prince, — 
excluſive of that regard due to him as ſo 
near a relation to our gracious ſovereign, 


- would certainly have kept me at that 


table as long as the company had con- 


tinued ſpeaking on ſo agreeable a ſubject, 


if I had not been hurried from it by a 
propenſity, I believe, more or leſs na- 
cural to all mankind, that of being moſt 
eager to explore what is hid from us 
with moſt care, | 


I ob- 
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L obſerved at a little table, which was 
laced at one corner of the room, a 
good diſtance from the others, two elder- 
ly perſons, who ſeem'd very earneſt in 
diſcourſe on ſome important and ſecrer 
affair; — by the winks, the nods, and 
other ſignificant geſtures which accom- 
panied the motion of their lips, I doubt- 
ed not but that they were profound poli- 
ticians, and were diſcuſſing ſome extra- 
ordinary tranſaction of the cabinet. 


Their heads were pretty claf together, 
and they ſpoke in ſo low a voice as to 
render it impoſſible to be heard by any 
one except by each other; — but this 

precaution had no efficacy when once my 
wonderful Tablets were diſplay'd, which 
had this excellent property of receiving 
the impreſſion of whatever was ſaid with- 
in the diſtance of nine yards, tho“ utter'd 
in the molt ſoft whiſper. | 


On my drawing near to them they 
ſeem'd a little impatient for the coming 
of a perſon who they expected, and who 
preſently after appear'd; — as ſoon as 
he had ſeated himſelf the fol.owing dia- 
logue ene; 


2 | Fir 
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R 6 


Firſt Man. Oh, mr. Slycraft, 1 am 


glad you are come; — we were be- 
Sinning to Think you long," 


Sheraft. 1 ain fotewhat beyond 


my hour, indeed; but I aſſure you no- 


M R KK _ A@ 


, 


c ß could bye made me ſo but the 
goo : = 


of the cauſe,” . 


Second Man. « Your zeal and diligence : 


are not to be doubted ;— but let us hear 


what ſucceſs EVE your endeavours met 


with.“ 


Sheraft. | Sa Truly not 2 1 - BY 


hoped; — I do not think there is a 


more difficult thing in the world than 
getting people to ſubſcribe ; — I have 
been half the town over and have been 
able to procure no more than three. 


Firſt Man. Then I hope they are 


fat ones. 


Sl craft. C Pretty well, as times go; 
— Credulous Woodcock, Eſq; has ſet : 
his name for twenty guineas,” 


F rf Man. Very handſome ; — five 
or ſix hundred ſuch as he would do the 


Slycraft. 


buſineſs.“ 
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Shycraft. * Aye, but where ſhall we 


; find them! * 


Second Man. Well, but who are the 
Others? I, 


Slycraft. * Why there is mr. Nathaniel 
Y aingood, — twelve guineas. 


Firſt Man. We muſt take the will 


for the deed; — he has not above ſixty 
or ſeventy pounds a year to live upon.” 


 Sheraft. © Then there is mr. Simon 


Q A KR 4 


e 


Gooſly, the haberdaſher, — ten guineas, 
but has promis'd to prevail on ſome 
friends of his to ſet their names very 


generouſly." 


Second Man. * 1 dare ſay he will do 
all he can, — But have you ſeen mrs. 


Waver! o 


 Shcraft. . Yes, but the ſtill defires a 
little more time to conſider ; — ſays, ſhe 
will enquire farther into the affair, and 


hear what her friends think of it; and 
all I could get from her was an aſſu- 


rance, that if ſhe found it proper to 


ſubſcribe at all ſhe would not ſet her 
name for leſs than an hundred pieces.” 


K3 I 
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Fit Man. * Then we may be pretty 


certain of her; M for I know ſhe will be 


directed by mr, Cantwell, the Noncon- 
formiſt preacher, who labours all he 
can to promote the cauſe in queſtion.” 


Second Man. Have you yet found. 
an opportunity of talking with the 
Orator 


Slycroft. I] was with him above an 
hour, and when I had once convinced 
him that he ſhould find his account 1n 


it, he gave me his word and honour that 


he would rant and roar till his chapel 
ecchocs in favour of the party. 


Fif Alan. That is well; — all 
engines muſt be ſet to work, or the 
town will grow cool on this bulineſs, 
and begin to renew their clamour againſt 
Naturalization of the Jews and Clandeſ- 
tine Marriage bills; — the ſpirit of the 
people will have vent on ſomething or 
another, and you know it behoves us 
to keep them ſilent on thoſe ſcores, — 


nothing ever did it more effectually than 


this we are upon; — but it muſt be 
kept up for a time; — I could wiſn, 
- xi we had the Weſtleys on our 

ide 


Second 


a Py * 


oY 


Q . Fa 6. 
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___ Man. *Tis a vain attempt, 
— they are now grown too rich to ac- 


« a of a ſmall gratuity ; and I much 


queſtion whether their exhortations 
would anſwer the expence.” 


Sheraft.. : I am of your opinion : — 
beſides, you know there is a perſon who 
can influence their congregations as 


much as any thing they can hear from 


the pulpit, — But I will tell you what 


have done to day, — I have engag'd. 


a clergyman of the eflabliſh'd church 


to write a pr ear in behalf of the 


cauſe we have in hand.? 


W 17 Man. A clergyman of the 
eſtabliſh'd church ae his pen in be- 


half of ſuch a cauſe ! — Prithee, Sly- 


craft, how did'ſt thou work upon him? 


— it muſt certainly be 7 ſome very ex- 


traordinary method. F 


Sticraft. „The promiſe of a - all 


preſent at firſt wrought upon his neceſ- 


ſities; — but on my telling him who 


and who were concerned in this buſi- 


neſs, and the motives which induced 
them to be ſo, the hopes of having the 


© pitiful Curacy he now enjoys exchanged 
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« for a good fat living, made him wholl; 7 
ours.“ 


Firjft Jan. 6 Admirable E 


Second Man. © But may we depend 
* Upon his ſecrecy 4 


gycraft. 5 Never doubt that, as his 
Own inter it is concern'd. | 


Fiſt 2 Mer. * Hitherto things JO pretty 


* fm mingly on our Hide. — But let me 


« te the ſubſcription book ; — I have re- 
« ceived five guineas to- day from mr. 
« Obadiah Prim, and muſt inſert his 


name.“ 


»Till now was at the greateſt loſs, as 
tis probable the reader will alſo be, to 
know what all this meant, or in whoſe fa- 


vour or on what account the ſubſcription 


they talk'd of was rais'd; but on mr. 
Slycraft's delivering the book to his 
friend, I look*d over the ſhoulder of the 
latter as he open'd it, and ſaw in the 
firſt leaf, by way of title page, theſe | 


words wrote in a very fair hand : 


A L:sT 
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A Lisr of thoſe worthy Perſons. 
W H O 
Have ſubſcribed to the relief 


O F. 


ELIZABETH, CANNING. 


T he names underwritten. in this legend 
were too numerous to be inſerted, — I 


ſhall therefore only ſay, that the ſum of 
what was rais'd by their ſubſcription 


amounted to little leſs than a thouſand 
pounds; — Monſtrous abuſe of charity! 
— Prepoſterous benevolence ! which will 
| hereafter reflect more ſhame than honour 
on the beſtowers. 


My aſtoniſhment was greater than I 
can expreſs ; but I had not t then time to 
indulge it. — The book being return'd 
to mr. Slycraft, he addreſs'd his compa- 
nions in theſe terms: | | 


Slycraft. © "m8 know, gentlemen, that 
, tb It is highly neceflary a ſom of 
money ſhould be raiſed for this girl, to 
prevent her ſqueaking, as Virtue Hall 
has done, yet the intent of thoſe who fer 
© us to work was not to make her fortune, 


but by the Rrangenels ol the ſtory ſhe 
5 '* 48 
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A 


8 „* 


C 


* 


tells to amuſe the populace, and divert 
their attention from thoſe things which 


they ought not to be too well acquaint- 
ed with. : 


| Firſt Man. 1 true; and I think N 
it anſwers the end. 85 8 


. 3 © Aye, and _ better 
than FR be expected. 4 


Shycraft. & © Tt has, indeed ; but I have 
been thinking of ways and means to 
make it do ſo yet more; — ſuppoſe we 
advertiſe this ſubſcription in the public 

papers; — I have drawn up ſomething 
for that purpoſe, which I ſhould be 

* glad to have your approbation =_ - 


Firſ; Man. By all means ; — pray Y 


let us fee it.“ 


Mr. Slycraft then took a mal piece of 


lines: 


paper out of his pocket and read theſe 


cc 
ce 
cc 


«6 


hs 


Slycrafi, ©* When many . diſ- 
poſed and compaſſionate perſons, in 
regard to the ſevere diſtreſſes, cruel 
ulage, wonderful preſervation, and mi- 
raculous eſcape of that chaſte maid _ 
Elizabeth Canning are inclined to 


n 


e Heiß be Soy. =_ 


ce con towards her future relief, 
ce all ſuch are deſired to ſend what ſums 


„ they ſhall think fit to beſtow fo the 
„ following places: 


Shycraft. We ſhall enki find i ies 
and coffee-houſes where the money may _ 
be received, if any ſhall be ſent, as 
doubtleſs there will by ſeveral perſons 
who we have not an opportunity to ad- 
dreſs. — But that is the leaſt part of 
the buſineſs; — theſe advertiſements 
will reach the country, — the people 
there will be curious to know the ſtory, 
which they ſhall be inform'd of by 
ballads and penny books ſent down > 
them, — What do you think of it ?? 


a 


* 


2 Man. As of the moſt comb 
© lent ſtratagem I ever heard of in my 
« lite,” 


Second Man. It is certainly a lucky 
thought; — the innocent country people 
vill be quite alarm'd, — the young 
men will talk of nothing but Betty 
Canning to their ſweethearts, and the 
old men think only to preſerve their 
daughters from the danger ſhe eſcaped; 
— al! remembrance of what has been 
done by their ſuperiors will be buried 
K 6 _ 
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in oblivion, and elections may 80 how 
1 1 will.“ 


* 27 
r * 
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r 
a — N - 
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SI craft. I wrote the advertiſement 
in a hurry, — juſt as the thought ſtarted. 
into my head, — I am ſenſible it will 
admit of ſome emendations. — Suppoſe 
we adjourn to a tavern, where we may 
« conſult farther upon it with more pri- 
« 7527 than here?“ 
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ap Mar. i 5 With all my heart,” 


Perond Man. And mine, as all our 
© expences on this occaſion are jure to be 
« reimburſed. ; 


Theſe 1 iniquity went out of 
the coffee-houſe as the laſt repeated words 
were ſpoken, and I had not the leaſt in- 
clination to follow them, nor to hear 
what farther contrivances would be form' d 
to impoſe on the credulous, infatuated, 
deluded multitude : — indeed } was 5 
thunder-ſtruck at what I had a ready been 
witneſs of, that I could ſcarce forbear 
burſting into exclamations, which if ut- 
ter'd by an unſeen mouth muſt needs 
have been very aſtoniſhing and terrifying 
to all who had heard them; — [ there- 
fore pruden tly withdrew, deſigning to 
attempt no future d! iſcoveries chat night. 

we he 
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The mean artifices which I found ſome. 
men, miſcalPd the great, make no ſcruple 
of putting in practice to gain their ends, 
fill'd me with an equal ſhare of indigna- 
tion and contempt 3 but when I reflected 
how I had juſt now ſeen charity, ne 
nobleſt of all virtues, perverted and pro 
ſtituted to reward infamy and vileneſs, it 
{truck me with a horror which forced from 
me theſe or the like words 


Good God! ſaid I to myſelf, in an 
© age when numberleſs, nameleſs miſeries 
© abound, — when all our priſons labour 
„with the weight of wretches confined 
within their walls, many for ſmall debts 
« which their neceſſities obliged them to 
contract, and ſome by unjuſt and ma- 
licious proſecutions, — While every 
* pariſh, nay almoſt every ſtreet, afe 
Fords objects of real diſtreis, — while | 
the remains of the moſt antient and ho- 
* nourable families are reduced hy the 
fatal South-Sea ſcheme, and other more 
latent public calamities, to the extream- 
© eſt want. ſhall all theſe, or a: ry o theſe, 
* fend unavailing petitions to tnole from 
© whom they might expect redreſs, while 
a girl {prung i from the lowelt dregs of 
the people, bred up to toil, a drudze, 
one of the very meaneſt clafs of ſerva ants, 

y reccive 


„ 2 Is v. 


receive donations Which ſhe as little 
knows how to make a proper uſe of as 
to deſerve ! — a girl, who if ſhe had 
really ſuffer'd all ſhe pretends to have 
done, would indeed have had a claim 
to juſtice againſt thoſe who had wrong'd 
her, but none to the bounties ſo laviſh- 


17 beſtow'd 5 her.” 


5 


Theſe kind of medicitioia would 
doubtleſs have accompany'd me to my 
own door, it they had not been interrupt- 
ed, as well as my courſe towards home, 
M | by an unexpected accident, which the 
= reader will find faithfully related in the 
1 ſucceeding 266 Dok 


CHAP. 


SUES CUT RES GURU 


8 H A P. III. 


Though 1 appears to be no more than a 


continuation of the ſame evening's 


ramble, yet it preſents the reader 

with an adventure of much more im- 

portance to the public than any con- 

tained in the 40 af foregoing 
chapters. 


Pd 


PHE human hens is liable to many 
bad. propealities, which if not time- 
ly corrected by reaſon ſhoot forth into 


practice and become vices; — but of 


theſe there are two ſorts, — the one born 
with us, and part of our nature; — the 
other imbibed by the fatal prevalence of 
example, and rooted in us by cuſtom, 
which is a ſecond nature. : 


Thoſe ban with us, as the indulging 


them is attended with ſome pleaſure, 


urge in their defence the unconquerable 
deſire of gratifying the ſenſes: — the 
luſtful man pleads the warmth of his 
conſtitution, and the ſtrong allurements 
of beauty; — the ſoul of the ambitious 
mien and exults on every degree of 

power 
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power he gains over his fellow-creatures ; 
— the miſer thoks himſelf happy * 
counting over his bags, and being maſter 
of a thing that will purchaſe all things 
elſe; — and the epicure feels no care, no 
ſorrow, while he is emptying the full- 
charg'd goblet, and pallating the de- 
licious viand. 


But what has the blaſphemer, — the 
profane ſwearer, or the gameſter to al- 
ledge in his vindication ; — theſe are 
crimes in which nature has no part, — nor 
are the ſenſes any way concern'd in them, 
as they neither excite nor feel any ſatisfac- 
tion in them ; — one might therefore be 
apt to imagine, that men thus guilty ſinn*d 
merely for the ſake of ſinning; — but I 
will not allow myſelf to think that there 
are many ſo impudently daring, — a few 
diſtinguiſh'd perſons will ſerve to bring 


up a mode, — and every one knows that 


at preſent an indiſcriminate imitation is 
the reigning, folly of the Engliſh nation. 


Theſe were reflections which occurr'd 
to me alter | came home, as I was about 
to tranſcribe the remaining part of my 
evening's progreſs out of my precious 
Tablets : — I had ſome farther thoughts 
on the occaſion, but as they might leem 


more proper tor the pulpit than to be in- 
ſerted 
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Erted in a work of this nature, I ſhall | 
add no more, but proceed to the narra- 
tive of that adventure which gave rife 
to them. 1 ph: 


As I was paſſing in my way home, 
thro” a ſtreet of no very good repute, two 
perſons from a little narrow alley bolted 
haſtily upon me, to the no ſmall danger 
of my Invifibilityſhip, if an agthty not 
very common with me had not that in- 
| ſtant enabled me to give a ſudden ſpring, 
by which I avoided the ruſh I muſt other- 
wiſe have receives. 


They went on before me; — the night 
was extremely dark, — neither moon nor 
ſtars to aſſiſt the viſual ray; but by the 
help of ſome candles burning in a ſhop 
not yet ſhut up, I diſtinguiſh'd that the 
one was very - richly dreſs'd, and had 
much the appearance of a man of faſhion 
and that the other was a fellow I had 
often ſeen on many occaſions, and whoſe 
character I was perfectly acquainted with. 


Scarce is there a greater villain to be 
Tound in low-life; — I fay in low-life, 
becauſe ſhould any perſons in authority, 
or dignified with titles, which heaven 
forbid, ever appear in this nation, to 
deſerve ſuch black denominations, their 

- crimes 
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_ crimes would, like their ranks, be di- 
ſtinguiſh'd, and ſuperior to thoſe which 
the reſt of mankind have the power to put 
in practice, and though placed in an orb 
too high to be reach'd by the juſt ven- 
geance of their oppreſs'd fellow-creatures, 
would doubtleſs incur what mr. Addiſon. 
makes Cato prophetically ſay in relation 
to Julius Cæſar, on his endeavouring to 
ſubvert the old Roman conſtitution, and 
become abſolute and 3 Dictator: 


« Sure there are bolts in the right hand 
© of Jove, | 

Red with uncommon wrath to blaſt the 
Man 

Who owes his greatneſs t to his is country? 8 
5 ruin. 


But to return to my little knave.— 
The wretch is now call'd mr. Makeplea, Þ 
 — he was formerly ſervant to a lawyer Þ 
whom I employ'd in ſeveral affairs J had 
the misfortune to be engag'd in; — living 
with that gentleman a conſiderable time 
he pick'd up ſome ſcraps of law, — and 
all the terms and phraſes of that abſtruſe | 

ſcience by rote, — knew how to take out | 
a writ, ſet an officer to work, fill up a 
bail- bond, and procure evidences in a 
dubious cauſe. — With this fund he had 
the impudence, aſter his maſter's death, 

| 10 
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to pretend he had been his · clerk, got 


himſelf enter'd as an attorney, and has 
ever ſince practis' d as ſuch. 


His ſole buſineſs, however, as may be 
eaſily ſuppoſed, has always been among 
| the very meaneſt ſort of people, fomen- 
| ting licigious quarrels, and then making 
them up, after having drain'd the purſes 
on both ſides: — tallymen and uſurers, 
either to get in their weekly pay ments or 
to juſtify their extorions, and harlots to 
revenge themſelves by law on thoſe who 

call'd their honeſty in queſtion, were the 

chief of his clients, — and the beſt of 
thoſe with whom he is accuſtom'd to con- 
verſe, the greateſt part of his acquain- 
tance being bailiffs and their followers. 


1 could not theretore avoid being very 
much amaz'd on ſeeing him in the com- 
| pany I now did; but my wonder ſoon 
ceas'd on hearing, as I was cloſe at their 

2 the following diſcourſe between 
them: 


Makeplea. It is very lucky, mr. 
Coaxum, that J happen'd to be at home 
when you came; — there are ſome of 
the profeſſion who would have ſcrupled 
to undertake this . — but for 

„ 


5 
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f my part, I an always ready to venture 
every thing to ſerve my friends.“ 


 Coaxum. My dear Makeplea, you 
never loſt any thing, nor ever ſhall, by 
our fraternity; — I Know there are 
* ſome who will ſneak their heads out of 
the collar and leave their lawyer in the 
„ | * 


Makeplea, * Aye faith, I narrowly. 
* eſcaped the pillory once; — a vile dog, 
* who, after I had procured him three 
* evidences, pretended a. panic in his 
* conſcience, threw up his "cauſe, and 
« ſuffer'd himſelf to be nonſuited,” 


Coaxum. © You know we ſcorn ſuch 
* doings ; — and I can tell you this will 
be a pretty good job to you; — we 
drain'd the fool's pocket of above an 
hundred pieces before we plaid upon 
credit, ſo that there is enough in bank 
to make you a handſome preſent for 
© your trouble.“ „ 


Mafeplea. Well, but concerning 
* this reverſion, — I hope he has loſt 
* enough to give an air of juſtice; — that 
is, a quantum ſufficit for the making 
over his eſtate after the deceaſe of his 
— 2 „ 


N 
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Coaxum. 
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Coarum. C Up wards af. 4 thoulknd 


pounds. — beſides a gold watch and a 


fine diamond ring, which he ſeems to ſet 
a high value upon, — the two laſt Count 
Cogdy has agreed to ſell him again 
at a great price; — ſo that altogether 


the ſum will amount to a ſufficient pur- 


chaſe of the reverſion of an eſtate of 


four hundred a year, — eſpecially as 
the preſent poſſeſſor is not above fifty 
years of age, and may live a long time. 


— Beſides, we hear the young fellow is 
going to be married to a woman of 
fortune, — ſo that the deeds may be 


made redeemable ; — we do not regard 


his dirty acres, — the ready rhino is 
what we want, and he may pay the 
money out of his wife's fortune, and be 
clear of us again. 


' Makeples, Oh, then it will be a 


mortgage rather than a ſale. = Who 
are with him! 5 


Coarum. Only Count Cogdy, Jack 


Hazard, ang Tom Wheadle." | 


Makeplea. 0 They cannot be witneſſes, 
as I To they are parties concern'd.” E 


Coauum. 
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Coaxum. We are equal ſharers in 
the booty; but the money was loſt 
* wholly to the Count. — However, 
© there will be no want of witneſſes, — 
the landlord of the houſe and his fon 
1 will ſet their hands.“ 


Theſe words brought hon to a door, 
which being open'd at the firſt knock, 
by one of the moſt ill-look*d fellows that 
ever diſgraced human nature, they went 
through a long dark narrow paſſage into 
a back parlour, where I accompany'd 
them, and was witneſs of a ſcene ſome- 
what like what I remember to have ſeen 
ſome years ago in a play of mrs. Cent- 
livre's, call'd the Gameſter, — Count 
Cogdy, as he was call'd, fat leaning his 
arm upon a table in a careleſs poſture ; 
— Jack Hazard was walking backwards 
and forwards in the room humming an 
old tune ; — a gentleman, whoſe name I 
had not yet heard, had thrown himſelf 
acroſs two chairs with all the tokens of 
deſpair - about him; — Tom Wheadle 
ſtood near him, and as we came in was 
endeavouring to give him lome conſola- 
| Cay in theſe terms: = 


Tom Wheadle. 6 «© Prithee, dear Cleri- | 


©. Mont, do not be thus diſconcerted, — 
c £1 have 


[ have loſt as much as you twenty 
times over, and have as often recover'd 
it again, — theſe things will happen to 
gentlemen that play ;— fortune, indeed, 
has been againſt you to-night, but may 
not always be ſo, — one lucky hit at 
another time may bring all back. 


b 
0 
6 
c 


A 
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Clerimont made no anſwer, nor ſeem'd 
to regard what he ſaid, till hearing the 
name of Makeplea, and Count Cogdy 
beginhing to inſtruct him in the buſineſs 
he was te do, that unfortunate gentleman 


ſtarted up at once from the poſture he 
had been in, and ſtaring ſomewhat wildly 


in the face of Makeplea, cry*d to him, 


Clerinont. Are you the fiend who is 


to convey my foul, that is, my eſtate, 
into the regions of eternal . darkneſs, 


„ W "ET 


return !? 


Makeplea. * What do you mean, fir !? 


Count Cegdy. * The gentleman is only 


a little out of humour. — Faith, mr. 


have in this faſhion 3 — you have loſt 
ſome money, indeed, — but you have 
loſt it fairly ; — I never take an ad- 


(FK W WWW A- 


vantage 
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Clerimont, you do not do well to be- 
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0 vantage of any man, and ſhall be ready 
© to give you your. Ky” at any time,” 


Fack Hazard. Aye, I will ſay that 
* for the Count, that he ſcorns a mean 
s thing,” 


Count Cds. © ] believe there is not 
© 2 more unlucky fellow at play in the 
« world than myſelf, though I have hap- 
« pen'd to win to-night; — yet, as [ 
« {aid before, I am ready to give mr. 
« Clerimont an opportunity of retrieving 
© all he has loſt whenever he pleaſes: — 
© for my part, I would ftake all I am 
© worth againſt a pair of ſhoe-buckles, 
rather than any gentleman ſhould think 
1 impos d upon him.“ 


Coaæum. No, no, — you are e above 
* any ſuch thing.“ 


Jack Hazard, © We all know that.“ 


„ Makeplea. Come, come, gentlemen, 
— this is doing nothing, — all loſs of 
LY Ines and every moment of mine is 
precious; — there are two noblemen 


© now waiting for me at the Garter tavern 


* — pray proceed to the buſineſs z — let 
me know how the deeds I have brought 
6] with me are to be fill'd up.“ 


* 


Count 
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Count Cogdy. © I will tell you immediate- 
« ly ; — but firſt I muſt do juſtice to this 
« gentleman. — Here, fir, are the watch 
and ring you ſtak'd, the value of which, 
{you Know, is added to the other ſums. 


Clerimont put the one in his 880950 
and the other on his finger with a deep 
ſigh, and the Count went on repeating 
20 Makeplea the ſubſtance of what, he 
was to write: — the latter, at the end of 
every article, demanded. of Clerimont 
whether he agreed to it; — to which he 


ſullenly reply d, 


non. 0 4. do 2 — 1 ſee no other 
© remedy,” 


The 8 ring lifpatchvd. his part, 
Clerimont was deſir d to execute, that 
is, to ſign and ſeal ; — he did both, but 
with ſuch a trembling hand and viſible. 
diſtraction of mind that my heart ble 
for him, — In delivering the writings to 
the Count he ſaid, 


Clerimont. © There, fir, — I ſuppoſe 
« this is all that is requir'd of me, — and 
"I may now depart ?? | 


vul 1 
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Count Cogdy. 0 No, no, — ve muſt 
have a bottle and a bird together, to 
, ſThew we are ſtill good friends. 


A 


Jack Hazard. Aye, and each of us 
© 4 wench too; — I know where there is 
a covey of as young, pretty, plump 
partridges as any in Covent- Garden. 


A 6 


Clerimont. Rot your bottle and your 
© bird and your wenches ; — I have done 
with them, and you, and the whole 
world for ever.” 


KR 6 


In king theſe nh he ſnatch'd up 
his ſword and hat and was about to go 
out of the room ; but they all laid hold 
of him, crying at the lame time, 


Count Cogdy. « Nay, Clerimont, you 
* muſt not leave us in this humour ; : 
upon my ſoul no man wiſhes you better I 
than myſelf.” 


Tom Wheadle.. * We are all your 
0 friends, — your very good friends.“ 


Fack Hazard, 6 Near Clerimont, be 
6 Pperſuaded.! l | 


Coaxum 
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Coaxum. Faith we muſt not loſe 
« you ſo.“ 7 "3 


He made not the leaſt anſwer to all 


this, nor ſeem*d in the leaſt affected with 
thzir pretended kindneſs ; but broke from 
them and ran directly out of the houſe. 
— As for me, I had as little inclination as 
himſelf to ſtay in the company of ſuch 
| blood-ſuckers ; indeed, having never ſeen 
him before I was curious to . w ſome- 
what more of him, and alſo how he would 
behave when alone, and at liberty to ru- 
minate on the misfortune he had plunged 
himſelf into, — ſo follow'd his ban Witt 
all the SY I could. 


It was not very difficult to keep pace 
with him; for tho' he gain'd ground of 


me at firſt, he ſoon halted and gave me 


an opportunity of coming up with him. 
— Never did man traverſe the ſtreets with 
more diſorder'd motions, — croſſing the 
way an hundred times, I believe, within 
the ſpace of half a quarter of a mile, 
without having the leaſt occaſion to do ſo: 
E ſometimes che would run as if in pur- 
ſuit of ſomebody, and ſometimes ſtand 
quite ſtill and motionleſs as a ſtatue; and 
it was well that the darkneſs of the night 
befriended him, otherwiſe whoever had 
L 2 | met 


3 
& 
$81 
2 
. 
b | 
1 
7 
7 
3:4 
— 4 
17748 
| { 
5 
4 
14 9 
4 
1 
©Y 
4 ﬀ# g 
90 
18 
ws * 
1 
7 
1 
64 
"I 
4 at 
238 
ms. 
us 8g 
"4 
Ve. 
te 
Wi. 
FR 
19 
A 


[1 
"If 
{38 
1 
4 
8 
1 
* 
5 
78 
+£"M 
138 
i 
l 
1 
8 , 

q $ 
©] 


8 


5 23 


r phe 


2 > . _ I” WE : * T — 13 — > * — 
>> ao " 4 — Pe i” Ie . — 1 * n — — 
ma! r A K c r N T4, 3 — — 2 3 
r K xa PR - = . I : & . 1 SS WAY - FE * — — 

a 7 2 mol "IB Om ENS 22S ; f 2 * 

— * * 

* Pee. 

* 


99 


3 RW 
ee 


r*. - * — 
eee . ; 
. ow * * FE 


NN 
— 


** - 7 n _ — 
"ee — —— 2 ö ? ˙ et 
<7 A 2 — — 
7 . ren oa = Z : 
— — 
22 — RX 
: n 1 * —— 2 


. W e T.8 "> k * 
* N _ . 


* E 
1 
1 N 
ET - 
- us 
i 
+ 
1 
1 
[ES ' 
a 
1 
1 
- 
$ 5 
by . 
” 
"Fr 
9 
4 7* 
FE. 
F 
4 
4 
þ 
78 
2 b 
R 
25 7 
31 
. 
. 
vo +: 
2% 1 
£47 
ks 3 
Ca I 
W 
I 
2 5 
7M, 
WE © 
3 
be 
* 
8 
= "7; 
* 
wo 
LE 
» 
* 
7 
15 
WY 
. 
; : 
2 
1 
at 
Wh - 
K 
Ley 
3% 
Eo 
5 
—__ 
"$5828 
- 
” 
6 
+; 25 
F430 
E: 
4% 
* 

4 ; 
It 1 
4 
SE? | 7 

Y ow 
” _ 
„ 
"I 
=_— 
ik r 
K 
1 
Bs 52 
—_ . 
3258 
iT 
4 4 
Ws 8 
Ts 
T 1 
= 
YL 
4 < £ 
? 
4 - & 
4 
* 
2 
24 
1 
* t 
3 
5 
1 
1 1 
£7 k 
®& . : 
: ; 
S 
dy 
3 


— 
N 
— — — 
— 
r 


220 The Invifible Sev. 
met him would doubtleſs have taken him 
to be mad. 


„%; Tb 


In this faſhion he went part of FA 
Strand, and turn'd down one of thoſe 


ſtreets leading to the water ſide; — he 


ſtopp'd about the middle of it at a door, 
and bad his hand upon the knocker, but 
a ſudden thought coming that inſtant into 


his head, he lett it without making the 


ſignal for admittance, and walk'd ſlowly 


to > the end of the ſtreet, where leaning on 


2 little wall that overlooks the river, he 


remain'd for ſome minutes in the moſt 
_ thoughtful and contemplative attitude; 


— then ſaid to himſelf, . 


Clerimant. «© How profound ! — how 
ſolemn is this filent ſcene ! — inviting 
to a certain reſt from miſery and ſhame! 
— Here, within the boſom of this 
friendly element, may all my follies and 
misfortunes be hid for ever F from the 
talking world!” 

1 fear'd nothing leſs would enſue, than 
that I ſhould ſee him preſently . 
to do as his words had hinted; — J 
therefore drew as near to him as I pould, 

in order to prevent ſo ſad an effect of his | 
deſpair. — Here I cannot help remark- 


* wr T have often reflected upon 


ſince; 
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ſince; — that if the thing had happen'd | 
as I expected, and Clerimont had found 
kimſelt ſnatch'd from his fate by an Invi- 


ſible hand, he would doubtleſs have ima- 
gined his preſervation owing to the inter- 
poſition of lome Supernatural Being, and 
reported it as a miracle. | 


But how he would have acted on ſuch an 


odd occalion is uncertain ; for after a pauſe, 


and diſburthening himſelf of ſome few: 
ſighs, he ſtarted from the poſture. he had 
been in, and cry'd, 


Clerimont. © No, — it muſt not be; ; 
I have ſome buſineſs ſtill for life, — 
revenge on the curſt cheat, the villain 
* that has undone me. — Love too, de- 


* mands ſomething from me; — but by 
what means I ſhall repay that mighty 


debt I know not. — Oh Charlotte! — 


Charlotte! on how loſt a wretch haſt 


5 N beſtow'd thy heart F 


"Theſe words were utter'd with a groan 


which ſeem'd to cleave his breaſt, and 
were the laſt I heard from him at that 
time : — he turn'd back, and went haſtily 
to the houſe where he had firſt ſtopp'd, 


the door was open'd on his knocking, 
and too ſuddenly ſhut again for me 


to have enter'd with him if 1 had intend- 
Ky: ed 
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ed to do ſo; but the variety of accidents | 
reſented to me in this evening's ramble 
had already ſufficiently fill'd my head, 
and made me glad t to retire to my re- 
pole. 


3 H A P. Iv, 
| Relates ſome paſſages which, if the 


Auther is not very much miſtaken in 
his conjeffures, will draw ſigbs of 
compaſſion from many a tender beart 


of bob. ſexes, 


"HE next morning, in running over 
in my mind the detail of the tranſ- 
Tions of the evening before, the vexa- 
tion I had receiv'd on the ſcore of Betty 
Canning very much ſubſided, and 1 
l»ok'd upon the whole thing as below a 
ſerious conſideration ; — I could not help, 
indeed, retaining ſome concern that the 
people of England ſhould be fo infatuated 
as to ſuffer their thoughts to be led aſtra 
and alienated from affairs of the greateſt 
conſequence by ſuch an idle ſtory ; but 
as I doubted not but that the impoſition 
ſhe had been guilty of would be detect- 
ed, though her ROUGE. TRE perhaps 
find 
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find means to ſcreen her perſon from the 
' puniſhment, I became more eaſy, and 


reſolved to baniſh as much as „ all 
remembrance En. 


But my ideas were widely dne in | 


regard to poor Clerimont; — as much a 
ſtranger as he was to me if was Convinced, 


by what I had ſeen and heard, that as he 


had no ſtock of ready money to prevent 
the mortgage he had made of his rever- 
fon, fo I was equally aſſured, by his 
deſpair, that he had no viſible means of 
railing a ſum ſufficient to redeem it. — 
His calling on the name of Charlotte 
with ſo much vehemence made me alſo 
not doubt but that he had ſome tender 


attachment, which he fear'd would be 


broke through by what he had done. 


Though I know no vice for which 1 


have a more real contempt than the love 
of gaming, yet the age of this gentleman, 
which could not exceed above two or 
three and twenty, ſeem'd to me a very 
moving plea 1 in his behalf, and the graces 
of his mein and aſpect ſo much intereſted 
me in his favour, that I leſs blamed his 
inadvertency than compaſſionated the miſ- 
fortune it had ws him Into. 
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In fine, — his perſon and his ſufferings 
had made a very ſtrong impreſſion on 
me; — he was the firſt object of my 
waking thoughts, and my impatience to 
be better acquainted with his circum- 
ſtances obliged me to leave my bed ſome 
hours before the time in which I was ac- 
cuſtomed to do ſo; — I roſe in a hurry, 
 — tranſcribed what I have been relating, 
end got the dialogues expunged from my 
Tablets by the pure fingers of my little 
Virgin, — then haſted to the houſe where 
J had ſeen Clerimont enter the night be- 
fore, and which, by the help of ſome 
lamps in the ſtreet, I had taken ſufficient 
notice of to be able to know again, 


The door was Inckily open when I came 
to it; — a ſervant-maid, who ſeem'd to 
have more inclination to hold a goſſip's 
tale than to do the buſineſs ſhe was hired 
for, ſtood leaning with both her hands 
upon her mop, very earneſt in diſcourſe 
with one of her own occupation in the 
neighbourhood ; — a few words ſerv'd to 
convince me that theſe wenches were deſ- 
canting on the affairs of the families they 
lived in, which, as I was not at preſent 
in a humour to pry into, I ſtaid not to 
hear . was laid, but went directly into 

the 
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the ho and up ſtairs, ſuppoſing Cle- 


rimont might be lodg'd in the firſt floor. 


1 was not deceived, — I found him 
writing at his buroe in the dining-room, 
— a letter lay by him directed to Count 
Cogdy ; — this was folded and ready for 
ſealing, ſo it was not in my power to exa- 
mine the contents ; but his pen, on my 
entrance, was em ploy'd on another, which, 

looking over his thoulder, I ſaw was 
dictated | in the following terms : : 


To miſs CHARLOTTE at” 
«© My only dear, and for ever 
« dear CHARLOTTE, 


4 Thouſand heart- rending ſighs, — 
40 a thouſand pangs, more terrible 


« than any death can inflict, accompany. 


every ſyllable of this diſtracted epiſtle! 
2! foreſee the anguiſh it will give 
vou, and feel all the weight of yours 
« added to my own. —Oh, Charlotte ! 
« ] muſt ſee you no more |. — that. love 


« ſo long cemented by the utmoſt proofs. 


« of mutual tenderneſs, and ſo near be- 
“ ing fulfilled in a happy union, mult 
6s de now broke off at once, — diſſolved 
for ever! — I have renounced. alt 
claim to every future good, and juſtly 
bs incurr'd tne fate that now artende me 
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a few ſhort hours will inform you, that 
I either do not exiſt at at all, or exiſt. 


only to be a vagrant! — a wretched 
exile from father, N friends, 


and you more dear than all! 


In fine, — my Charlotte, ſuch is 
the ſad neceſſity to which I have re- 
duced myſelf, as compels me to do a 
thing which nature moſt abhors; — I 


T0 this very morning either to kill- or 
to be kilPd, — which of theſe two _ 


happen is in the hand of heaven; 


— each equally tears me from every 
earthly comfort. — I choſe to acquaint 
you previouſly with this accident, to 
the end you may be the leſs ſurpriſed 
when you ſhall hear it from the mouth 
of others.— I can ſay no more.— Fare- 
wel, thou lovelieſt, beſt, and deareſt 


of chy lex. — Hate not the memory of 


6c The undone 


ec CLERIMONT, | 


* P. S. As I hive render*d myſelf un- 
worthy of preſerving any marks of 
your affection, I return the ring with 
which you bleſt my finger in our hap- 
pier days. — Accept once more my 
laſt adieu; — may endleſs bleſſings 
SL 15 walt 


| 4 48 
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&« wait you, ſuperior, if poſlible, to "ns 


woes.“ 


This ny gentleman diſſembled 
not in the lines he wrote, — his heart 
now labour'd with agonies greater than 
could be exprels'd with words, and ſhew'd 


themſelves in bat, look and geſture. | 


After having N incloſed the 


ring, and put both that and the letter 


under a cover, he order'd a chairman to 


be call'd, and delivering to him both 
theſe diſpatches, and relling him where 


they were to be carried, he proceeded to 
give lome farther inſtructions a 


Clerimont. Z This, to miſs Charlotte, 
you are to leave with her ſervant, with 
orders to give it to her lady when ſhe 


* is ſtirring : — this to Count Cogdy re- 


© quires an immediate anſwer, which you 


« muſt wait for.” 


The fallow, having aſſured him that he 
would be punctual in obeying his com- 
mands, went on his errand, and Cleri- 
mont continued walking backwards and 
forwards in the room with a motion ex- 
tremely diſcompoſed, then threw himſelf 
down on a ſettee, and preſently ſeem'd 
buried, as it were, in a profound reſvery. 

Lv 1 1 am 
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I am pretty certain it was. a full half- 
hour before he exchang'd this fix'd and 
death-like poſition for one in a quite con- 
trary extreme; — his looks and geſtures 
now, methought, had ſomewhat like 
frantic in them; — he beat his head 
againſt the wainſcoat, — ſtamp'd, — and 
ever and anon burſt into the moſt vehe- 
ment exclamations, — ſome of which are 
theſe: | 


Clerimont. How unhappy a crea- 
ture is man |! — the very reaſon we are 
© ſo proud of makes us miſerable ! — the 
© brutes, equally void of paſſions as of 
« ſorrow, neither fee] torments here nor 
« dread a future hell ! — What will poor 
Charlotte ſay on reading of my letter! 
— How will my father ſupport the 
ſtory of my fate when it ſhall reach his 
ears! — Wretch | wretch that I am, 
— born to be a curſe to all who love 
me! . 3 


The return of the chairman brought 
him a little to his ſenſes, and he demand- 
ed haſtily whether he had got an anſwer 
from Count Cogdy ; — to which the man 
reply'd, 5 . 5 5 


Chair 
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Chairman. No, fir; — I went there 

« firſt, but the people of the houle told 

© me he was not ſtirring, nor they be- 

« lieved would be for a great while, ſo 1 

© went on to madam Charlotte's, and left 

| © the letter with her maid, as your ho- 
* nour bid me; but I had not got above 
| + half the ſtreet before her footboy ran 

after me and ſaid his lady wou d ſpeak 
* to me, on which [ went back with him.“ 


Clerimont. Charlotte already up, — Y 
* that's ſtrange. — What did ſhe 5 to i 
your? | = 


Chairman. Sir, ſhe only aſk'd where 
© the gentleman was that ſent the letter 
by me, and whether you were alone; k 
2 I told her you were at home, and [ 
| © that there was no body with you that! 
| © ſaw; — ſhe ſaid it was very well, and! 
| © came away, went again to the Count? Ke: 
| © and waited there ill his own man told b 
me that his maſter had not been in bed i 

above two hours, and he was ſure would 
not riſe *rill twelve or one o'Clock at 
© ſooneſt; faid I might leave the letter, 
and come about that time for an anſwer; 
© — now as [I did not know whether that 


| © would be proper, I thought beſt to ö 
bring it back,” | 


r 


Clerinont. 
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Clerimont. «© You did well — 1 ſhall 
© ſee him myſelf.” 


On this the Chairman laid down the 
letter on the table, and finding Cleri- 
mont had no farther commands for him 
withdrew. — Clerimont then fell into a 
ſecond pauſe, but it laſted not long, and 
he cry'd out, 


Clerimont. Yes, — I will go, — and 
perhaps *tis better that he did not ſee 
my billet ; — he might have found 
© ſome way to evade the challenge I ſent 
him; but I ſhall now ſurprize and force 
5 him to accept it. 


K 


a 


While he was W he ſtepp'd t. to 
the cloſet and biought out a pair of 
pocket piſtols, with ſome ammunition to 
load them with; — he was juſt beginning 
to perform that work when the maid of 
the houſe came up and told him a lady 
deſir'd to ſpeak with him. — Clerimont 
turn*d haſtily about, but before he had 
time to ſpeak his fair gueſt was in the 
room. — Charlotte, for it was ſhe her- 


ſelf, was very lovely, though extremely 


diſorder'd both in her dreſs and looks. — 
On finding how Cleriraont was employ'd 


ſhe thus accoſted him: 
Charlotte. i 


rr gn DU — 


Pr / AE... © h. 4 


Char dn, r ta. 


rimont! — what means that cruel letter 
you juſt now ſent me! — Wherefore 
theſe dreadful. preparations | — tell me, 


— this inſtant tell me, or 1 ſhall die 


with appreention * K 


Clerimont. Ah, Charlotte! never il 


now unwelcome to my ſight, — why 


in this fatal moment doſt thou ſet be- 
fore me that angelic form, which ſerves 
but to remind 1 me more of the heaven 


I have loſt | 7 


Charlotte. Shock not my ſoul with 


this deſpair, you cruelly conceal from 


me the cauſe! — I have a right to be 


made the partner of your griefs as well 


as joys 3 — ſpeak then, I conjure you, 


CET let me Know all!? 


| Cherimont. I cannotP 


** 


o 


Charlotte. * You love me not if you, 
hide ought from me! — the worſt - of 


evils could not give me halt the pain 
as thts uncertainty | — Clear then the 
tempeſt on your brow, — compoſe your 
mind, — remove thoſe mured'rous | in- 
ſtruments from my fight, and, — Ha! 
— What's here!“ 

In 
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In pointing Rs” the piſtols ſhe ſaw 


the letter directed to Count Cogdy, which 


ſhe haſtily ſnatch'd up, and went on, 
laying, 


Charlotte. * A letter to that infamous 
villain Count Cogdy ! — ah, then I 
gueſs what has happen'd, -— ſome 
curſed gaming quarrel! - _ Clerimont, 
1 muſt read this letter.“ 


Clerimint. Fou may, — it will in 
part reveal what my tongue has not 
the Power to +; « - + . 


* 


Ever fin-e my coming into the room ! 


had been extremely impatient to ſee the 


contents of this billet, — ſo while the 
lady, with a trembling band, was break- 
ing open the ſcal, I ſlipp'd behind her, 
and read, at the ſame time ſhe aid, theſe 
lines: 


To Count Cocpy. 
4 8 I R, 


5 1 that in the midſt of my 
«© 4 contuſion laſt night you offer'd to 
« give me my revenge whenever I ſhould 
„ demand it, which I now do, and. ex- 


« pect you will meet me within an hour in 
15 the 


The Tavifbe SPY. an 


6 the long field behind the baſon in 
„% Mary- le- bon, arm'd with ſword and 


d «« piſtol ; for it is not with cards or dice 
1 | © we now mult try our ſkill : — you 
have left me nothing but my life to 

| « loſe, and I am impatient *rill I {take it 

| © againſt yours; — come without a 
* | + {econd, for I know no gentleman . 
h hom I would demean fo. far as to 


| * engage him with any of your infamous 
"= * aſſociates : — if you refuſe to comply 
with this ſummons, which does you 
too much honour, you may depend 
| © that the firſt time I ſee you, in what. | 
place ſoever it be, I ſhall make you an - 
example to all ſcoundrels, cheats, ang 
e cowards. — So no more at Preſent 
* from 


cc CLERIMONT. 


LD CW FW 


« P. 8. Send your anfiver by the 


» | © bearer.” 
e | 


-Charlatte, 5 Then you would fight 
would hazard a life ſo precious to me, 
only in revenge for being defrauded of 
a paultry ſum! — 3 how much 
have you loſt ?? 


* A „ 


* 


Clerimom. My all.“ 


Cbarlotte. Be more e 
1 = | He 


N and Sv, 


He then related to her al] the par- 
ticulars of his misfortune, which, as the 
reader is already acquainted with, would 
be needleſs to repeat. — When he had 
given over ſpeaking, Charlotte, with the 


greateſt ſerenity and Tweetnels, ſaid to 
him, | 


Charlotte, * And is this all that has 


diſconcerted you in fo terrible a man- 
ner?“ 


* * * 


Clerimont. What means my Char- 
lotte! — Am I not a beggar, — irre- 
coverably a beggar !' 


K 


Charlotte. How can that be, — when 

vou ſay the writings will be return'd to 

* you on payment of a thouſand pounds: 
and am not I in poſſeſſion of eight times 
that ſum, which, with myſelf, you are 
* ſhortly to be maſter of ?? 


Clerimont. Plunder my Charlotte! 
— no, forbid it honour, juſtice, love! 
— firſt let me periſh * = 


Charlotte. Be not ſo raſh ; z — you 
6 * muſt, — you ſhall accept it.) 


Cleriment. 1 


1 U e 


6 
o 
£6 
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Cleriment. * Charming generous crea- 
ture! — could I abuſe ſuch goodneſs, 
] were a villain, meaner, viler far than 
he that has undone me | 


Charlotte. © Indeed 1 will not be de- 
nied; and if you perſiſt in this obſti- 
nacy, will go my ſelf in perſon, pay the 
money and redeem the e 


Clerimont. Oh ſpeak not! — think 
not of ſuch a thing, unleſs you wiſh to 
ſee me turn againſt myſelf one of thoſe 


Weapons I intended for my adverſary !? 


Charlotte. * Hold, Cleridiwnt: — for- 
bear to fright me thus! — Juſt as you 
ſpoke a ſudden thought ſtarted into my 
head as if there were a way to rid you 
of this incumbrance without any ex- 
pence either to are or me.” 


Clerimont. * How! — by what mi- 
racle ! = 


_ Charlotte. © The project is not yet 

quite faſhion'd in my brain; — but 

you mult come with me to my lodg- 

ings, for I dare not truſt you with 

yourſelf; u we 80 perhaps 1 by 
& 

8 
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* be able to bring my ſcheme to more 
perfection.) 


Clerimont. Oh, Charlotte, thy yy 
* neſs quite unmans me!? 


Chariette. * No tis your own deſpair 
* unmans you; — let me prevail on you 
„to give only ſome reſpite to theſe hor- 
5 rible ideas.“ 


Clerimont. * Well, you muſt be obey d, 
< — ] will defer the execution of my 
intentions *till another day.“ 


| Charlute. That's kind, n 


Charlotte ſeem'd tranſported at having 
won thus far upon him, and a coach be- 
ing call'd they both went into it; — ! 
liſten'd to the directions given where to 
drive, and eager to know what turn this 
affair would take, follow'd on foot as faſt 
as I was able. 


CHAP. 


19 


WP Woe — * 


The Invifible Sy v. 247 


CHAP: v. 


May poſſi bly become the ſubject of ſome 


future Comedy, as there 1s nothing in 
the flory that can be objefted to * 
the ee 


AMONG all the indefatigable enqui- 
ries I had ſo long been making alter 


ö things intended to be kept ſecret, never 


had my curiolity met with a greater diſ- 
appointment than it did at the time I am 


3 ſpeaking of; I arriv'd at the houſe where 
Charlotte lodg'd the very moment that 


the coach which brought that lady and 


| her lover thither was diſcharg*d and dri- 


ving off, and had the mortification to ſee 


the "os (hut when I was not at the diſ- 
tance ot above ten paces from 1 it. 


Every preſent minute however flattering 
me with the hopes that the ſucceeding ones 


would be more ſucceſsful, I waited, tho? 


I cannot ſay with much patience, the whole 
time for the ſpace of about two hours, 
no one having any occaſion, I ſuppole, 
either to go out or in; — at laſt a friend- 
ly baker knock'd at the door, which be- 


ing open'd, I took the opportunity to 


lip 
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flip in while he deliver'd a loaf of bread 
to the ſervant of the houſe. 


I went up ſtairs, and found the per. 
ſons I ſought for in the dining- room; — 
but here, alas, I was a ſecond time diſ- 
appointed, — the grand conſultation be- 
tween them was over before my entrance, 
and what I heard after I came in could 
not make me able to form any judgment 
of the ſubject they had been upon; — 1 
could only know that ſomething of great 
moment had been concluded, as the 
reader will eafily perceive by che follow- 
ing ſhort dialogue : 
Chartntte. © You cannot imagine how 
much you- have oblig'd me by this 
ready conceſſion; — but I will not 
detain you leſt the villain ſhould be 
gone out. — Remember to fix the ap- 
pointment at feven, or between ſeven 
and eight this evening. 


„ 


Clerimont. Yes, yes.“ 


Charlotte, By that time I ſhall be 
able to get every thing in order, — and 
you will ſee I ſhall play my part as well 
as the beſt actreſs of them all, — do 
you only take care that no unguarded 
look or word gives the Count any 

room 


GF W N 
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room to ſuſpect you are leſs in good 


c humour than * pretend to be.“ 


Clerimont. a Fear not, — 1 ſhall be 
« cautious not to ſpoil ſo good a plot by 
my ill performance. 


C If it ſucceeds, as I have 
© not the leaſt doubt but it will, the 
« ſtory will be a ſubject of min for us 
as laſting as our lives. 


Cleriment. © And as laſting a ſubject 


© for my admiration of the wit and con- 
0 trivance of my dear, dear Shane 


Charlitle. Well, well, — defer your 


© encomiums till a more ſeaſonable oppor- 
© tunity ; — I long, methinks, to have 
this buſineſs over, and it is high time 


for you to begin to ſet the firſt wheel 
£ of our machine: in motion.“ 


cin C1] am going. — Adieu, 
my love. 52 


He accompanied theſe words with a 
very tender and paſſionate ſalute, then 
left the room; — tho' I eaſily perceived 


that Charlotte had ſomewhat of great im- 


portance to tranſact i in this affair, yet as 
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J could not be in two places at once, I 
chole to follow Clerimont. 


* went directly to the Lodgings of 
Count Cogdy, and on aſking if he were at 
home was ſhew'd into a handſome par- 
lour, where, after waiting about a minute 
and a half, the Count's ſervant came to 
him, and ſaid his maſter had not been long 
out of bed, and was not quite dreſs'd, 
but deſir'd he would walk up; — which 
he did, with his Inviſible attendant cloſe 


behind him. 


The Comnt no ſooner ſaw him enter 
than he ran to embrace him with a 
French complaiſance, ſaying at the lame 
time, 


Count Cogdy. Dear Clerimont, 'E am 
„glad to ſee you.” 8 
Clerimont. My dear Count, a lucky 

© morning to you. — ] behav'd ſome- 


£ what odly laſt night, and could not be 
« ealy till I came and alle d your Pardon. 


Count Cegdy. © Oh, fir, you have it, 


you have it; — I thought no more of 


it; — I know tis natural for a gentle - 
* man to be a little out of humour at firſt 


4 loſing his money.“ 
Clerimont. 


. 
6 
c 
6 
> 
6 
c 
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Clerimont. But I was leſs excuſable 
than you imagine; — for to conteſs 
the truth, I had in Bank-bills upwards 
of two thouſand pounds lying in my 
buroe at home, — ſo was under no 
neceſſity either of playing upon tick 
or of troubling a lawyer t to mortgage 
the reverſion of my eſtate.” | 


Count Cogch. , Is it pollble! — Are 
you in earneſt !? * 8 


Cle To convince you I am ſo 


you ſhall have the teſtimony of your 


© own eyes ; — ſee here, Count, — - and 


* &: here. 


In ſpeaking this he chal out of his 
pocket-book ſeveral bills to the amount 
of the ſum he had mention'd; — the 
Count ſtretch'd his eyes broad open, — 
look'd at the bills, — ſeem'd much ſur- 
priſed, and ſaid. 5 


Count Cogdy. e Theſe are Bank-bills, 
indeed! i 


Clerimont. Aye, — I can turn them 


>| © into 2 8 pecie at any banker's in 
3 town.“ | 


' = Count © 
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Count Cogdy. * Well, 7 cannot help 
wondering how a man who had two 
thouſand pounds by him could ſuffer 
himſelf to be diſconcerted at the loſs of 


= 


One. 


' a AO. & 


Clerimont. Hang it, — it was not 


the loſs of the money that vex'd me; 
— but 1 had got the hyppo, and that 
« damn'd hyppo makes one affront one's 
< belt friends. 


R ' 6 


| Count Cogdy. So then I ſuppoſe ] you 
£ will redeem your mortgage 1 


 Clerimont. * Time enough for that. 
F But now I think on it, you ofter'd 


me my revenge, and PI &en try my 


£ Chance once more.? 


Count Cogdy. © As how?” 


Clerimont. © Why ſtake one of theſe 


© thouſands againſt my mortgage; — ſo 
either win the horſe or loſe the ſaddle.” 


Count Cogdy. * With all my heart, — 
4 whenever you pleaſe, | 


|  Chrimnt, by Leti it gk to- night then.” 


7 ount 


. e. 


Count Cogdy. Agreed, — Will you 
« ſtay and dine with me?“ | 


Clerimont. I am. - with a 
« young fellow juſt come to town, aad 
to the poſſeſſion of a great eſtate ; but 
I will meet you at night and bring him 


with me if ; can.“ 


Count Cogdy. „„ ſhall be 
glad of his acquaintance. 


Clerimont. © We knew one another in 
the country, he will go any where with 
me. — But hark'ye, Count, I don't like 
that houſe we were in laſt night, — 
« every thing in it, methinks, has the 
face of meaneſs, poverty, and ill- luck; 
* — my young ſpark is vaſtly nice, and 
will be apt to turn up his noſe at it; — 
* can't you think of a more agreeable 


place? 


Count Cogdy. I know of ſeveral ;-— 
c * 1g only reaſon that makes me chuſe to 
o thither fo often is becauſe I think ic 

MN * moſt ſafe; — this curſed act of 
* parliament has laid ſuch reſtriction on 
© us who love play, that it is not every 
* where we dare venture to/ indulge our- 


ſeves in that diverſion,” 3 
M 2 Cleri meu“, 


244 The Inviſible Sp v. 


K K _ A 


8 


— 


Clerimont. What: objection have you 
to Mixum's, in * ſtreet?ꝰ 


Count C dN. © *Tis a good "EY nd 
excellent accommodation. — But don't 
you know that it was ſearch'd three or 
four nights ago by a whole * of 
conſtables ? 4 


6 Tes, — - dar they found 


nothing of what they came to look for, 
— therefore the more ſecure at preſent, | 


as they will ſcarce come again in haſte.” 


Count Cogdy. Well then we will meet 
there if you pleaſe, — At what hour?” 


Clerimont. Seven, or a little * 


—ikf it ſuits you,” 


Count Cegdy. © Extremely well; 
then we ſhall have the whole evening 


© before us.“ 


familiarity. 


He was about to take his leave, and 

had roſe up for that purpoſe, when Tom 
| Wheadle, Jack Hazard and Coaxum came 
al! together into the room; — they 
ſeem'd a little ſurpriz d at ſeeing him 
there, but ſaluted him with their uſual 


Fack 


Fack Hae « Hah! — dear Cleri- 
7% mont, g good morning to you.” 


Tom en © Now you look like 
yourſelf again; — you were quite an- 
other man laſt night.“ 


* 


Un 


Coarum. « Aye faith, — you mult 


* 


expect to be well roaſted.? 


Clerimont. I know I deſerve it; but 


* you muſt defer your ſarcaſms till night; 
for J am in great haſte at preſent, — 
« 1o, gentlemen, your ſervant. 


He was going out of the room with 


theſe words; but juſt as he came to the 
door he turn'd back and ſaid to Count 


Cogd Ys 


Clerimont. Be ſure, Count, not to 
« forget to bring the writings with you.“ 

Count Cogdy. No, no, — they have 
never been out of my pocket ſince you 
« deliver'd them to me laſt night,” 


There paſs'd no more between them, 
— Clerimont went haſtily down ſtairs, 
and I gladly would have follow'd him, 
but ** Hazard and Tom Wheadle 


* 23 - epn : 
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happen'd to ſtand between the door and 
the corner where I had unluckily poſted - 
myſelf, ſo that it was impoſſible for me 
to remove my quarters without running 
a very great riſque of being felt either by 
the one or the other. 


During the ſhort time I was compell'd 
to ſtay 1 heard the following converſation, 
which I would not trouble my readers 
with the repetition of, but to ſhew what 
monſters of mankind theſe degenerate 
wretches are who get their livelihood by 

gaming. 


Coarum. What does TY mean by 
« writings ? — ſure he is not going to 
2 redeem his e . 


Count Cogdy, © No; but be is going 
to ſend a thouſand, or *tis likely two 
thouſand pounds after it. — We have 
1 24 an appointment to Play again to- 
night 


0 


Jack Hazard. : What upon tick ?* 


Jom Wheadle, * Phoo, — that is do- 
ing of nothing, — — the fool has no, more 
5 eſtates i in reverſion to make over.“ 


. 


A KK ( „ Aa 
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Count. Coats. © You cannot imagine 


me ſo weak as to loſe my time with a 


fellow that has no money nor effects; — 


no, no, I always go upon good grounds. 
l tell you he has two thouſand pounds 
in Bank- bills, — — he ſhew'd them to me. 


Fack 1 How did he come 


by them ?? 


Count Goody. © *Tis no matter to us 


how he came by them, we are- ſure 
of making them ours betore we flecp.” 


Tom Wheadle. « They muſt certainly 
be bills his father has intruſted him 
with, to buy ſtock either for himſelf 


or ſome of his friends in the country; 
— the young fellow will hang himſelt 


to-morrow, when he reflects on what 


he has done. 


Jack Hazard. Let him hang him- 


ſelf when we have got all * has to 


loſe.“ 


Count Cogdy, « Aye, aye, - — *tis beſt 
for him and us too that he ſhould put 


himſelf out of the way. — But I can 
tell you better news than this, — he 
brings a rich young heir with him, one 
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that knows nothing of the world, — a 
© mere ſap, — a greenhorn ; — there 


will be fleecing, my boys! 


Juſt as the Count had 4 ſpeaking 


ſome little noiſe in the ſtreet made them 


all run to the windows, by which means 
I got the ſo-much wiſh'd for opportunity 
of eſcaping from my confinement. 7 


When I found myſelf at liberty 1 be- 
gan to conſider not only on what I had 
ſeen and heard, but alſo cn what I had 
not feen ror beard —] was ſtill as much 
in the dark as ever as to Charlotte's con- 
[rivance, and could not keep myſelf from 
jretting at the many diſappointments I 
had met with on that account; — I was 
doom'd, however, to receive yet one more. 


Though 1 doublet -1 not but when the 
gameſters met the whole would be laid 
open to me, yet the time ſeem'd too te- 
dious ſor my impatience, — I wanted to 
know the buſineſs of the plot before I 
ſaw it acted, and ſet myſelt to think on 
the moſt probable means to accompliſh | 
my deſigns, — accordingly I went to the 
lodgings of Charlotte, hoping to find 
Clerimont there, and diſcover ſomething 
farther by the diſcourſe they would have 
together; but to my great mortification 

per- 
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perceived the rooms quite empty, except- 
ing a little lap- dog bing on a cuſhion 
before the fire. : 


1 had now no other toſocirca. than to 
go home to dinner, which I did, and 
after having got my Tablets made ready 
to-receive a new impreſſion, diverted my- 
ſelf in the beſt manner I could *till the 
hour arriv'd which enabled me to explore 
what at preſent appear'd 0 n 


BE me. 


AA 
Will put a final period to the fu ſpence 


of my readers, in relation to Cleri- 
 mont and Charlotte, 


A precious a thing as time is, and as 
much as I always knew the real 


value of it, the hours, methought, moved 
ſlowly on *till the clock ſtruck ſeven, and 
told me that I might now hope for the 
full eclairciſement of an adventure I had 
already taken ſo much fruitleſs pains to 


explore, 


Pretty ſecure, however, that I ſhould 
not loſe my labour any more on this oc- 
* 5 7 caſion, ; 
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caſion, I went with great glee and jollity 
of mind to the houſe of mr. Mixum, — 
Count Cogdy and his three A ſſociates came 
preſently after, and were ſhew'd into the 
beſt room, where J accompanied them. 
— On their calling for wine Mixum came 
up with it himielf to pay his compli- 
ments, as not having ſeen them for a con- 
ſiderable time, and there enſued ſome 
diſcourſe concerning the ſearch-warrant 
that had been granted againſt the houſe, 
— the manner in which thoſe perſons 
who were there had made their eſcape 
from the officers, and ſuch like affairs, 
which not being at all material to my 
purpoſe I not regarded, nor 1 my 
Tablets to receive. | 


Within about half an hour Clerimont 
and his young friend appear'd; — the 
firſt ſight of the latter extremely ſtruck 
me, — I thought I had ſomewhere ſeen 
that face, but when or where, or on what 
occaſion, I could not preſently recollect, 
and it was fome minutes before I knew 
this ſeeming beau for a real belle ; — 
in fine, that it was no other than Char- 
lotte herſelf : — ſhe was, indeed, fo art- 
fully diſguiſed in all points, that a per- 
ſon much better acquainted with her fea- 
tures might have been deceived ; — her 
cheeks, which had naturally no more red 
5 in 
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in them than was neceſſary to preſerve 
ber complexion from the character of a 
dead paleneſs, were now, by the help of 

Carmine or Portugal paſte, of a high 
ruddy colour; — her eye-brows, which 
were of a fine light brown, were now 
black as jet; and that ſweet and modeft 
air, fo becoming in the amiable Char- 


lotte, converted into one all bold and 
| rakiſh, 


Clerimont, with a well · diſſembled gaiety 
in his voice and countenance, preſented 
her to the company, telling them he had 
taken the liberty to introduce a friend, 
whoſe converſation he doubted not but 
would be agreeable to them. — They re- 
ceived her with the greateſt politeneſs 
and good breeding ;— for I muft here ob- 
ſerve, that tho thele men, either thro” the 
calamities of the times or their own miſ- 
management and ill conduct, were re- 
duced to the wretched courſe they now 
took for ſubſiſtence, they had all of them 
been endow'd with a liberal education, and 
knew how to behave like perſons of real 
honour and faſhion whenever they found 
it ſuitable to Weir intereſt to do ſo. 


The glaſs went round two or three 
times while they talk*d only on ordinary 
matters; but our fair Amazon, being 

; | | M 6 impa- 
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-impatient, I ſuppoſe, to put ahi finiſhing 


ſtroke to the ſtratagem ſhe had form'd, 
ſtarted up on a ſudden, and laid, < LES 


Charlotte. Well but, gentlemen, how 
are we to paſs the evening, — I hope 
in ſomewhat more agreeable than mere 
chit-chat ? — Clerimont talk'd of play, 
and I ſee om: have ales ready. 


K G w 


Count Cogdy, © Sir, we amuſe our- 
« ſelves that way ſometimes, — and if 


you chule it ſhall be ready to oblige you. 


Charlotte. ©* Oh by all means; — I 
love play extravagantly, — the- muſic 
of a dice-box is to me beyond all 
Handel's operas and oratorios ; — here 
is more real harmony than in the ſpheres 
themſelves, oY could dance eternally 
to the ſound.” 


% ma » Þ © 


In king theſe laſt wonk he ſnatch'd 
up a dice-box, and began to rattle it 
with all her force ;—then ſung this catch: 


Away with dull cares, | 
That bring on grey hairs, 
© Let them fleet with the day, 
And wine, women, and play, 
With jovial delights, 
© Engroſs all our nights,” | 
Wave - 
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While the ſtranger cots thus un- 
attentive to every thing, Jack Hazard, 
who fat next to Coaxum, whiſper'd to 
him, 


Fack Hazard. This i is a en forightly 
ſpark ; but I fancy we ſhall make him 
grow ſomewhat more grave before we 
have done with him. 


a 


A 


— I wonder what could in- 
duce Clerimont to bring him, after 
having loſt ſo much among us.“ 


Fack Hazard. Oh, take it for a 
© rule, — when a man begins to find him- 
ſelf undone, he is willing to bring all his 

6 acquaintance into the lame condition,” 


a 


They had time for no more, — Char- 
lotte 3 herſelf to them all 1 in ge 
neral, ſaid, 


Charlotte. come, gentlemen, - — which 
of you will engage me, — I have ſome 
looſe pieces in my pocket, which 1 am 


ready to throw away, if chance mould 
fo determine ?? | 


« = « 


Jack Hazard. Then, fir, I am your 
. man, if you think fit; — for I know 
| * 
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the Count has made an agreement to 
play with Clerimont on a very par- 
« ticular occaſion.“ 


Charlotte. © Then, fir, I will content 
myſelf a while with being a by- -ſtander.” 


Fack 113 Non need not, 5 
— you ſee here are more cables than 
one.“ | 


ca @ 


Charlatte. © «hi J 1 I chuſe to bet 
on my friend's ſide.” 


Pack Hazard. & 1 as you pleaſe 
for that; — we ſhall any of us be dy 
to take you up.“ 


The Count and Fe NE PINES being now 
in an attitude to play, and the writings 
laid down on the one ſide and a thouſand 


pound Bank-bill on x the other, . 
cry'd out, | 


Charlotte. What! — paper l | 
« parchment! — theſe are the oddeſt 
ſakes I ever ſaw. — Yours, Cler- 
mont, I think, is a thouſand — F - 


Count Copdy. * I aſſure, you, fir, that 


mine is the tull equivalent,” 
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| Charlotte. * I believe ſo; — but be- 
fore you begin you muſt give me leave 


to ſpeak a word or two. 


Count Cagdy. © As — as you pleaſe 


4: 


| Charlotte, It 1s s only this: — - you 
5 * 20 loſe, Count.“ 


| Cunt Cigdy. © Muſt loſe, fir 
Charlotte, . Aye, fir, mult loſe.” 


Count Ceedy. «© That, fir, will 2 
* as fortune ſhall decree.” 


| Charlotte. © Sir, I ſtand in the Ee: of 


fortune, and tell you that you muſt 


* loſe thoſe writings to Clerimont.“ 
Jack Hazard. What means all this!“ 


Count Cagdy. I do not underſtand 
| * you, ſir. ? | 


Obarlotte. I wil ſþ eak plainer; — 

your falſe dice will be 25 no ſervice to 
you at this time; — you muſt willingly 
return to Clerimont that deed of re- 


"Mm SS 


.* ad 


verſion, which you drew him in to ſign 
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as a ſecurity for money you had baſely 


cheated him of; — I fay willingly, — |} 
for it you do not I am come prepar*d 


with means to force you to it.“ 


Count Cogay. Sir, I ſcorn both your 


words and threats; — I never cheated 


any man, nor will part with what 
chance has beſtow'd upon me.“ : 


Jack Hazard. *Sdeath, — ſhall we 
be bullied by ſuch a prig !! = 


Charlotte. None of your big words, 
— I have that will ſilence you; — ſee 
here; — the copy of a warrant from 


Juſtice Ferrit, to apprehend and bring 


before him the bodies of George Van 


Hellmock, alias Count Cogdy, — 
John Hazard, — Thomas Wheadle, — 


and William Coaxum ; — the original 


of this is in the hands of- perſons who, 
on the leaſt ſtamp of my foot, will 


come up and put it in execution.” 


The gameſters now look'd on each 


other with all the marks of conſternation ; 


- but before they had time to make any 
reply to what Charlotte had ſaid, Mixum, 
all pale and trembling, came running 


into the room, and ſaid, 


Mixum. 


« 


GG GG „ a „ QA «„ A 


4 
& 


other.“ 


the perſon he ſpeaks of is planted there 


will call in his mikmidons; — {0 That 


and that no Yametters are here.” 


f fight our way through them !? 


The Bubble * „ 


Mixum. Oh, gentlemen, — We are 
all undone ! — three or four conſtables 
are at the door, — one of my drawers 
ſaw them as he went out to carry a pint 
of wine to a neighbour's houſe; and 
there is a young man below too, who I 
dare ſay is a ſpy, for he does not "ſtay 
in the room, but walks backwards and 
forwards in the entry, and looks at 
every body as they pats by; — ſo that 
there is no e EE one way or 


Charlotte. He tells you truth; 

by me, and on my giving the ſignal 
you have nothing for it but to deliver 
the writings quietly to Clerimont; — if 
you do this I will inſtantly go down 


and ſend away the officers, under pre- 
tence that the information was Wrong, 


corn: Cogdy. Conſult ic What is 
to be done!? | 


Jack Hazard. *Sdeath, Count 1— 
do not part with the writings ! — we'll 


Charlotle. 


2 
9 * 
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Charlotte « Nay then 1 give the 


c ſignal. : 


She advanced towards the door with 
theſe words ; but Mixum threw himſelf 
between, and with the moſt 1 
geſture ſaid, 


Mixum. * « Hold, br, I beſeech you | | 


« — conſider I never offended you | — 


Clerimont. Oh, you will be provided 
with lodgings in Bridewell, and fare no 


* worſe than theſe. worthy gentlemen 


s here, your cuſtomers. 


Count Cogdy. © Well, I 84 not think 


© mx. Clerimont would have turn'd in- 


c former. 


Clerimont. Nor did I 1 I had 


* aſſociated myſelf with common ſharpers, 


* cheats and villains, "all laſt night con- 
vinced me of it.“ 


 Charlute. « Theſe een are only 
: loſs of time, — the officers will be im- 
patient; — ſpeak, Count, — reſolve at 


© once; — Shall I diſmiſs, or call them 
c to the exerciſe of their function, 


Count 


do not ruin me apd my houſe for ever! 
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* 


Ct Cog ch. « Hell and the devil! 
What 17 you, n * 


Tom Mbeadle. Eten give up the 


vritingy and the devil go with them. 


Coarum . . a give chem up. 


Fack Hagard. Since there is no re- 
— 1 e wy vote. 


Count Cogdy. hy Nothing vexes me ſo = 
much as to be thus outwitted, gull'd, 


trick*'d. — There, mr. Clerimont; take 
back your mortgage; — but I muſt tell 
you, fir, that you have not acted like 
a gentleman.” 


Clerimont. 1 threw off the gentle - 
man when I condeſcended to play in 
ſuch company ; — a gameſter is the 
loweſt and moſt infamous of all cha- 


racters; nay the moſt dangerous too 
worſe even than a highway robber, — 
he takes but part, — you plunder, with- 


out remorſe, the whole fortune of ary 


whom you decoy into your ſnares; — 
nor can there be any excuſe from 50 
neceſſities, while we have ſo numerous 
A get and en army, which are 
conti- 
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« continually wanting recruits, and re- 


Count "EY Sir, you have got what 


R 


monſtrances to yourſelf.“ 


Charlotte. Aye, aye, — advice 1s loſt 
on ſuch harden'd profligates. = — Come, 
let us go. | 


nr, I attend you.” 


Neither Clerimont nor his fair cham- 
pion ſaid any more, but went directly out 
of the room; — a volley of curſes from 
the mouths of all theſe miſcreants purſued 
their ſteps. — I had no inclination to ſtay 
where I was; but juſt as I paſs'd the door 
I heard Jack Hazard, who was the moſt 
violent of. the 92 fay to his | companions, 


Fach Hazard, It is that ſaucy pert 

© young Coxcomb that has ſpirited up 

« Clerimont to do all this; but if ever I 

meet him in a convenient place PII | 

ink him, — Pl make a loop-hole in 

, 112 fleſh big enough to let out twenty, 
a ſuch puny ſouls. 


could not forbear laughing within 


myſelf at this menace, which, though it 
ſhew'd 


fuſe none who have health and vigour,” 


you wanted, — ſo pray keep your re- 


n G 8 88 a _ 
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ſhew'd the villainous diſpoſition of the 
wretch who ſpoke it, I knew was impoſ- 
fible ever to reach the perſon it was 
levell'd againſt. 


The amiable and witty Charlotte kept 
her promiſe, and on her coming down 
ſtairs gave orders to the young man who 
waited her commands to ſend away the 
conſtables, — after which ſhe took coach 
with her lover, attended with as many 
bleſſings and good wiſhes from Mixum 
as ſhe had been loaded with curſes from 
thoſe above. 


As I could expect no more from this 
adventure than the retributions of Cleri- 
mont to his beloved Charlotte for the 
happy deliverance ſne had given him from 
deſtruction, and which, L could eaſily con- 
ceive without hearing, I return'd to my 
own apartment, in order to get my Ta- 

blets made ready for the acquiſition of 
| ſome new diſcovery. 


I wa not however, take ls of theſe 
lovers without letting the public know 
that a marriage between them, which had 
ſome time before been agreed upon, is 
now conſummated, and that Clerimont, 
ſincerely touch'd with the danger he has 
eſcaped, has made a firm reſolution ne ver 


o 
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to play but for very ſmall ſums, and for 


thoſe only with perſons whoſe honour and 
integrity he is well aſſur d of. 


As for ho . they till con- 


tinue to infeſt this great town, like Satan 
watching to devour all the prey they can 
get into their clutches; — if this little 


narrative may warn any one perſon to 


avoid the ſnare, the pains I have taken to 
explain it will be well rewarded. _ 


— ADR REIT . 5 


| C H A P. VII. 
This the aber has calculated chi eff 


for the ſpeculation of the ſerious part 


of his readers, and is ſhort enough 


ro be eafily paſs 'd over by the more 


gay and unattentive, 


1 Sometimes make one among the num- 
ber of viſitors to a good old lady, 
who being paſt the enjoyment of all the 
pleaſures of life, except thoſe of conver- 
ſation, loves company and keeps a great 
deal, as her chearful and entertaining 
manner of behaviour renders her agree- 
able even to the youth of both ſexes. 


It 
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It was at her houſe I firſt ſaw mr. 
Wary, a gentleman of an ancient family, 
an affluent fortune, and an extreme good 
character; but has a certain peculiarity 
of humour which deprives him of ſome 
part of that reſpect he could not fail 
otherwiſe of attracting from as many as 
know him. | - 


Whether it be owing to an over diffi- 
dence of himſelf, or of others, it is hard to 
determine; that it ſeems to me that there 
is a mixture of both in his compoſition ; 
for he goes not about the moſt minute 
and inſignificant affair in life, even to the 
buying a ſuit of cloaths, without conſult- 
ing the whole round of his acquaintance, 
never depending on his own judgment, 
or on the opinion of any one friend what- 
ſoever ; but conſtantly adhering to this 
maxim: — that in a multitude of coun- 
ſellors there is wiſdom.  _ 


His age- at this time does not exceed 
forty, he has been a widower upwards of 
twelve years, yet never had the courage 
to venture on a ſecond marriage, becauſe 
he could find no woman whom every 
body approv'd of : — he is the father of 
one ſon, a very promiſing youth, now 
about thirteen, of whom he is extremely 

| 5: tender, 


264 The Inviſible 8p v. 
tender, and ſo very careful of his educa- 
tion that he would never truſt him at any 


public ſchool, and has him inſtructed at 
Re in every thing he thinks neceſſary 


he ſhould learn; but it frequently hap- 5 


pens that a great deal of time is loſt in 
roviding tutors who ſeem to him every 
way qualified for the truſt to be repoſed 


in them. 


T here was nothing in ks character of 
this gentleman that excited my curioſity 


to know any thing farther of him than 


what I did; — indeed I could hope to 


make no diſcoveries worthy of my Invi- 
ſible inſpection, in the family of a perſon 
who had neither wife nor daughter, was 
not diſtinguiſh'd for any particular vice 
or virtue, never intermeddled in public 


affairs, ſaw little company, and lived in a 
very retir'd manner; — therefore I never 


had a chought of . him. 


But it often happens that we are re ſway'd 
by an unaccountable impulſe to do things 
which have no meaning in them, nor af- 
ford the leaſt proſpect either of pleaſure 


or advantage; and it was in one of theſe 


ſudden ſtarts that I found myſelf hurried 


Into his houſe, ſeeing the door open as I 


caſually paſs'd through the ſtreet where he 
lives. 


1 found 
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found him ſitting in an eaſy-chair in 
his back parlour, with a letter in his 

hand; but having juſt finiſh'd the reading 
el it as I came in, I had not the oppor- 

tunity at that time of ſeeing what it con- 
tain'd; — a moment after a ſervant en- 
ter'd, and told him mr. Seewell was 
come to wait on him, — on which he 
order'd him to be introduced, and as 
ſoon as he was ſo, ſaid to him, 


Mr. Wary. * Oh, may good friend 
mr. Seewell, — you are the moſt wel- 
* come man alive; — I was Cn wiſhing 
for you.“ 


Mr. Seeell. ] am glad then I came 
ſo opportunely. — But pray on what 
account am I ſo happy re 


A 


Mr. mary. Sit down and I will tell 
you. — Tor muſt know I am deſirous 
my ſon ſhould have a little inſight of 
* ſome branches of the mathematics, and 
accordingly have been laying out a 


good while for a proper perſon to in- 
ſtruct him; — at laſt I heard of one 


who they ſay has very great abilities, 
and is of a ſober character. 


Vol. Iv. N. a 
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Mr. Serwell, © That was lucky. 


Mr. Wary. Aye, but you have not 
heard all. — The very next day after I 
had agreed with him, happening to 
mention his name to an acquaintance 
of mine, I was inform'd that he is a 
Papiſt, — born and bred a Papiſt; — 
on which I preſently ſent to defire the 
perſon who recommended him, to let 
him know he need not give himſelf the 
trouble to come to my houſe, and alſo 
to give him the reaſons that induced 
me to forbid him; for, mr. Seewell, 
I would rather have my ſon kept in ig- 
norance all his life, than have his prin- 
ciples tainted with Popery and W- 
bitiſm.“ 


Mr. Seewell. You are very much in 


the right. 


Mr. ur). Y 4 I think Jam; — 
yet for all that I am ſtrangely puzzled, 
and divided, as it were, in my _ ; 


he lent me a letter this morning 


you ſhall read it, and then give e 
your advice what to do.“ 


Mr. Seewell. * The beſt I can you 
may command. : : 
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Mr. Wary then put hs letter into his 
hands, which I read at the ſame time he 
did, and found it contained theſe lines: 


'Fo: 11 Wan, . 
« 8 I R, 


4% F CANNOT forbear velinge extremely 
&« 4 ſhock'd at the diſappointment [ 
«© have received ; but am much more 
5 ſurpriſed at the reaſons you aſſign for 
thinking me unworthy the honour of 
< inſtructing your ſon in a ſcience which 
« has not the leaft connexion either with 
© religion or politics. — I ſhall never be 
« aſhamed to own myſelf a member of 


« the Church of Rome; but am as far 


« from being a Jacobite as you or any 
% one can he, and think it eaſy to con- 
“ vince you, that my being the one is 
ca ſufficient proof that I cannot be the 


08 other. 


CI know cut weak minds are ſtrange- 


« ly carry'd away by mere words ; but 


„ they cannot long have any influence 


„ with perſons of underſtanding ; ; — you, 
& fir, need but give yourſelf the trouble 
« of a few moments conſideration to ſee 
66 plainly how utterly inconſiſtent it is 
with the intereſt of a true Roman Ca- 

1 . 
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tholic to wiſh the Pretender, or any of 


his race, ſhould ever be ſeated on the 
| throne of theſe kingdoms, ES 


& What, ſir, could we hope for from 
a perſon who could not favour us, if 
he were ſo inclined, without endan- 
gering himſelf; — a perſon, who, tho? 
bred in the principles of the Church of 
Rome, and ſtill profeſſes to adhere to 
them, yet put his eldeſt ſon under the 
tuition of three the moſt zealous ene- 
mies of our religion ? — I need not 
tell you I mean the lords Dunbar and 
Inverneſs, both of the Kirk of Scot- 
land, and Laſcelles, an eminent divine 
of the Church of Fngland. — What, 
I ſay, could we expect, were a revo- 
lution ever to happen in favour of that 
family, which Heaven forbid, but to 
be deprived of all thoſe privileges the 
goodneſs of his preſent Majeſty per- 
mits us the enjoyment of, and to be 
diſcountenanced even more than the 
worſt of all thoſe numerous ſectaries 


which divide the nation? 


« Pleaſe, ſir, to caſt a ſhort retroſpe& 
on the tranſactions of the late rebellion ; 
— Were not the heads of Clans, and 
thoſe of the Nobleſs who liſted under 
the banner of the young Pretender in 

| b Scotland 


„ 
* 


The Invifible Spy. 269 


Scotland all proteitants, the duke of 


Perth excepted? — Were not thoſe 
few whom he pick'd up in England 


Proteſtants, ſons of the Reformation, 


and moſt of them of the eſtabliſn'd 
Church. — Thoſe of our perſuaſion 

neither abetted or any way aſſiſted the 
Ad venturer's undertaking ; and ſure if 


our hearts had been affected to his 
cauſe, our hands would not have been 
inactive, our number is not ſo incon- 


fiderable as not to have done ſome 


fervice; and then, if ever, was the 


time to have ſhew'd ourſelves ; — but 
our peaceful behaviour at that time 
ought, methinks, to be a ſufficient 
teſtimony to the whole world how little 


we deſerve to be ſtigmatiſed with the 
appellation of J acobites. 

“Thus much, fir, in relation to my 
politics; — and as to the other part 


of your objection, — I do aſſure you, 


upon the word of a chriſtian and a 


man of honour, that I ſhall never 
mingle matters of religion in my diſ- 


courſe with any of my pupils. 


If, after this declaration, you think 


me worthy of attending your ſon, the 


beſt of my endeavours ſhall not be 


wanting to inſtruct him in the ſcience 
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I profeſs to teach, 


and in all other 


things to prove that I am, 


cc With the greateſt reſpet, 
. 
% Your moſt obedient, and 
«6 Humble ſervant, 


«© P. NEUTER, 


Mr. Mary. Well, fir, what do you 
think of this epiſtle! W Fray Sive me 


your apinion candidly,” 


Mr. Seewell, * Why really, mr. Wary, 
there are ſome things in it which can- 


not be denied; yet 1 would not adviſe 


you, by any means, to. put him over 
your lon.” | 


Mr. Wazry. © Not if I am convinced 
he is no Jacobite : „ 


Mr. Seewell, + What then; — you 
are convinced he is a Papiſt, and being 
ſuch, cannot cordially wiſh well to 
any who are. Proteſtants ; — the very 
principles of his uncharitable religion 
forbid that he ſhould do fo; — the 
Church of Rome looks on what they 

call 


5 
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call the Northern Hereſy in a worſe 


light than Paganiſm; — and though, 


as he ſays, they may not deſire a change 
of government in favour of the Pre- 


tender, yet they would doubtleſs be 


glad to ſee, not only theſe kingdoms, 
but all thoſe where the Reformation has 
taken place, involved in blood, anarchy 


and contuſion.“ 


Mr. Parv. It is very true, indeed, 
mr. Seewell; — they have always 
ſhewn a ſpirit of perſecution in them.” 


Mr. Seewell. * Hating us as they as; 
it would be the greateſt weakneſs to 
imagine they would fincerely contri- 


bute any thing towards our making a 


ſhining figure 3 in the world ; and cannot 
therefore be looked upon as duly qua- 
lifled, however able they may be in 


other reſpects, for Tutors or Precep- 


tors to our youth.“ 

Mr. Wary. No, no, — I will have 
nothing to do with him; — I will not 
be cajoled by his fair pretences “? 


Here they broke off all farther ſpeech. 


on this ſubject; and as I found they were 
beginning to enter on matters which did 


not ſeem to me of any conſequence, I left 


ES mn 
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them, i took the firſt opportunity of 
going out of the houle. = 


I ſhall not trouble my readers with 
any animadverſions either on mr. Neuter's 
letter or the converſation which enſued 

on it, but leave every one to judge as 
he ſhall think moſt reaſonable. 


CHAP. VIII. 


Contains hack a fort of method.- for the 
cure of an amorous conſtitution, as 
ferbaps there are more ladies than 
one who will not think themſelves 


594) wa to the Author for revealing. 


HERE. is no reſentment ſo im- 

placable and laſting as that which 
is | occhfioned by love converted into ha- 
tred by ill treatment; and by the more 
ſlow degree this paſſion riſes in our minds, 
the more virulent it becomes alter having 
once gain'd poſſeſſion. 


JCleanthes, a gentleman of a good fa- 
mily, great worth, and opulent eſtate, 
loved to the moſt romantic exceſs. a 


young woman, who, excepting a tolerable | 
ſhare. 


2 Droifitle 8 . 273 


ſhare of beauty, had no one real charm 
to recommend her to a perſon of his cha- 
rafter : — ſhe was meanly born, more 
meanly educated ; — ſhe was ſilly, vain, 
capricious, and of a reputation not quits 
unblemiſh'd. 


Yet did he no fl become acquaint- 
ed with her than he broke off the ad- 
dreſſes he had long made to a lady of 
great merit and fortune; and in a ſhort 
time, contrary to all the remonſtrances. 
and diſſuaſions of his friends, publickly 
married her, | 


Being a huſband made him not leſs a 
lover; — his obſequiouſneſs is not to be 
parallel'd ; — his whole ſtudy was to 
pleaſe her, every ſucceeding day brought. 
with it an addition of his dotage of her; 
— he was always happy in her preſenge, 
never eaſy in her abſence; — and, ro 
uſe Shakeſpear' 5 pre, 


s Appetite increas'd 1 what it fed on.“ 


Aglaura, for ſo ſhe is call'd, had fo 
little ſenſe of the happineſs ſhe enjoy'd, 
or affection or gratitude for the man who 
beſtow'd it on her, that ſhe preſently. 
gave the greateſt looſe to her too amo- 
rous inclinations ; — thought of nothing 
. dot ; 
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but engaging new admirers, and to that 
end made advances, which would be 
ſhocking to repeat, to every pretty fel- 
low ſhe came in company with, even be- 
fore the face of her much injur'd huſband, 

who, blinded by his paſſion, for a long 
time look'd on all ſhe did as proceeding 


only from the too great vivacity of her 
48 — 


Had ſhe obſcre'd the leaſt degree of 
circumſpection in her amours, he would 
ſcarce ever have believ'd there was a poſ- 
ſibility of her being guilty ; — but ſhe 
took no pains to deceive him, and tho” 
ſhe knew he lived but in her ſight, was 
ſcarce ever at home; and, through the 
want either of artifice or complaiſance, 
gave herſelf not the pains of — any 
excuſes for her e e rambles 


This made him at laſt fall i into a deep 
melancholy; yet ſtill he loved her, and 
could not for a great while prevail on 
himſelf to lay any reſtrictions on her con- 
duct: — all who had any knowledge of 
the manner in which they lived together, 
While they highly condemn'd her treat- 
ment of him, were ready to deſpiſe his 
lenity and forbearance. 


At 
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Act length, however, the tables were 
entirely turn'd ; — from having been at 
firſt the moſt fond, and afterwards the 
paſſive huſband, he became, all at once, 
the moſt cruel and tyrannic; — he took 
from her all the jewels and other orna- 
ments he had beſtow'd upon her, lock'd 
her into a garret, ſuffer*d no one to come 
near her, except a ſervant who carried 
food to her of the coarſeſt kind, and no 
more than would juſt ſuffice to keep her 


from periſhing. . 


Tt cannot be ſuppoſed but that ſo 
ſtrange an alteratien in the behaviour of 
the late fond, and indeed madly doating 
Cleanthes, muſt become the ſubject. of 
much converſation in town. — A lady of 
my acquaintance, who 1s reckon'd to 
have a pretty taſte for poetry, ſhew'd me 
a few lines ſhe had wrote extempore on 
the occaſion, which I think may not be 
diſagreeable to my readers. — They are 
as follow : | 
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On the "9 Cruelty of CLEANTHES, 7s: 
„ Wires whom be once loved 40 as great 5 
an exceſs. 


1 tapers languiſh at th' approach 
LOT ny, 
And, by degrees, melt flows their ſhine 
© away, 
Awhile they glimmer with contracted 
«. fires, - 
Trembling, unable to relax their ſpires J 
But when the ſun's broad eye is _ 
wide, 
And beams, thick fathing, ſhoot on 
ry ſide, | 
No more their emulative force they 
4 t | 
But, truck with radiance, fink at once 
and die. 


* 


** 


2 * E 


* 


6 $i in his heart love long maintain d. 
I its place, 

Till full conviction. glar'd him in the 
— 

And forc'd th” unwilling ſoftneſs to. 
give way 

To hate, and rage, and fierce reſent=. 
* ment's [way. 1 


* * 


* 


Un- 
— . 5 
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| 8 Unhappy man! Es 
What wild extremes hurry thy head-Y 
« ſtrong will? | 
What boiſt'rous paſſions * vex' d 
. BIEF _ -. 
To, reaſon's ſacred rules a truant 
« ſtill. 
 Whoe! er he be the golden mean fore- 
goes, 
Exchanges hop'd- for joys for certain 
6. Woes.” 


s 
- 7 * 


* 


By all the diſcourſes I heard wherever 
I went, concerning this affair, I found, 
that though ſcarce any one pitied Ag- 
laura, yet almoſt every one condemn'd' 
Cleanthes, no lefs for his preſent ill uſage 

of her, than they had formerly done for 
the extravagance of his love. 


It is beneath the dignity of a man of 
„ ſenſe or honour, — ſaid one, — to treat 
thus inhumanly a woman, how un- 
6 worthy ſoever ſhe may be, who is yet his: 
wife.“ 


If ſhe is really guilty of having: 
. wrong'd his bed, — 3 another, — 
LE indeed. there is not the leaſt room to 
doubt, why, on the diſcovery of her 
% crime, did. he not. turn; her out 

door 
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« doors? — my did he not ſue for a di- 
vorce:? =” 


It is certain that his way of proceeding 
with her appear'd ſo odd, that many 
people were apt to think that her preſent 
ſufferings were owing rather to a change 
in his own humour, than to any detec- 
tion he had made of her falſhood : — 
others, on the contrary, imagin'd he 
ſtill lov'd her, and that after he had 
puniſh'd her a while he would forgive 
all that was paſt, and again take her to 
his boſom. 


Various, and widely different conjec- 
tures were form'd in relation both to the 


huſband and the wife, at all which 1 


laugh'd in my ſleve, believing, — I dare 
lay with a good deal of reaſon, — that 
no one perſon in the whole world, ex- 
cepting the Inviſible Spy, was at the 
bottom of this ſecret ; — the means by 
which I became maſter of it I ſhall now 
acquaint my readers with. 


I ſupp'd one night at the houſe of an 
intimate friend at Kenſington, and hap- 
pening to ſtay there more late than it 
was judg'd ſafe for me to go home alone, 
was very much preſs'd by him to take 
a ſervant with me; — but I, knowing 1 

had 
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bad a better ſecurity about me than any 
ſervant could be, rejected his offer, and 
when I was got a little way from the 
houſe girded on my Belt of Inviſtbility, 
and walk'd on at my leifure, equally. free 
from danger as from fear. 


F oolhardy, as I perhaps was look'd 
upon for venturing alone through Hyde- 
Park, on account of ſome ill accidents 


had lately happen'd there: — it was not 


above nine o'clock when I left Kenſing- 

ton, — an hour which I thought too late 
to make any other viſits, and too ſoon 
ro ſhut myſelf up in my own apartment; 
— therefore, as the night was pleaſant 
and pretty warm, the ſeaſon conſider'd, 
- I ſaunter'd towards the Serpentine-River, 
revolving in my mind ſome part of the 
converſation I had juſt been entertain'd 
with. 


Many minutes had not elapſed in - this 
employment before I was diſturbed from 


it by the murmurs of ſome human voices 


which I heard at a ſmall diſtance ; — my 
natural curioſity making me draw nearer 
to the place whence. the ſound proceeded, 
J eaſily diſtinguiſh'd a man of a good ap- 
pearance holding by the arm a genteel 
well-drefs'd woman, whom he 1eem'd 


rather to drag than n towards the banks 


of 
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the point of which glittering in her eyes 
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of the river; — as theſe perſons were no 


other than Cleanthes and Aglaura, I ſhall 


inſert what was ſaid by each of them 
under their reſpective names. 


Aglaura. Indeed this is mighty 
© fooliſh, Cleanthes; — I cannot ima- 
« gine what ſhould make you bring me 
« hither at this time of night.” 


Cleantbes.. Have a little patience, 
© you ſhall know prefently.” 


Agoura. © TI will not ſtir one ſtep. 
© farther till you tell me.. 


Cleanthes. = Then you muſt be "APY 
— Come, come, — no reſiſtance.” 


Alan, a. 5 How do 1 know but you 
may have a deſign to murder me !* 


Cleanthes. * No, I have too much re- 
« gard for myſelf to go ſuch lengths. — 
Perhaps, indeed, if you provoke me 
by your obſtinacy, 1 may chance to 
* ſpoil that face you are ſo vain upon. — 


« ] can uſe my ſword to other 12 
; * than killing.“ = 


With theſe a de drew bis ſword, 


I 


as he pull'd her roughly forwards, frighted 
her ſo much that ſhe Pe ſcream'd 
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out, 


* 


GH M A A a Aa 


5 


Aglaura. 


Aglaura. 
only wanted to rally him a little about 


Ah! — help! help! — Is 
there no body near to ſave me 


Cleanthes. 
on and your noſe goes off.“ 


Oh lud! — Oh lud! — 


Ag laura. 


oh lud. How can you be ſo barba- 


rous to ule me thus oaly for a little 1 in- 
nocent frolic * a3 


Cleanthes. 6 Shameleſs wretch ! — Can 
you call it an innocent frolic to- come 


to the door of a public coffee- houſe and 
ſend in for your gallant! — Had I not 


happen'd to be there, — had not theſe 
eyes and ears been witneſſes of your 
guilt, you might, and doubtleſs would 
have deny'd, forſworn it.“ 


I meant no harm; — I 
omen I had heard concerning him.“ 


Cleanther.. 6 Infamous abandon'd prof: 
titute, — have I not an hundred times 
inſiſted on your never ſpeaking to that 


fellow more, nor to that other coxcomb, 
6 — 


— 
— —ñ— — 1 — 
— ——ů ů ů ů —— — 


” 
hes — — — —— — —— 


Be huſh'd; — a ſecond 


—— — 
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Le Brune, yet had you not the front 
to run arm in arm this morning with 
the one into the Vineyard, in the face of 
the whole Mall, and at night came in 
purſuit of the other! — But this is no 
time for expoſtulation, — I am con- 
vinced of the injury you have done me, 
and will puniſh you accordingly. — 
Come, ſtrip.” 


„ BE a i TW Wy © 


Aplaura. * Oh lud! — what do you 
© mean!” 
Cleanthes. * You have a raging over 
in your blood, which I have bethought 
me of a more effectual method to cure 
than all the doctors in Europe could 
preſcribe ; — therefore ſtrip, J ſay. 


&“ „ „„ (6 


While he was ſpeaking he began to 
tear off part of her upper garments; — 
— ſhe ſtruggled, — fell on her knees, — 
wept, — pray d, — beſeech'd him to for- 
give her, — vow'd never to offend him 
more; — but all in vain, he remain'd 
inekorable to her entreaties, — remorſe- 
leſs to her griefs, and forced her, with 
his ſword pointed to her breaſt, to pluck 
off every thing, *till ſhe was reduced to 
her birth-day Tait, and lay at his feet 
quite naked, and W for the iſſue 
of her fate. 


The 


The Iuviſible Se v. 5 283 


The ve huſband then ſnatch'd 
her rudely from the earth, and taking 


fatt hold of both her ſhoulders plung'd 


her into the river, keeping her under 
water 'till ſhe was almoſt ſtrangled, then 
ſuffer*d her to raiſe her head; but it was 
only in order to renew her torments, for 
the moment he found ſhe had recover'd 
breath he preſs'd her down again, — ſo 
that without being drown'd ſhe felt all the 


agonies which that kind of death inflicts. 


Weary'd, ” believe, tho? not glutted, 
as I afterwards found, with the exerciſe 
of his revenge, he threw her on the graſs, 
where ſhe lay for ſome minutes without 
motion, and in all appearance without 


breath; — never had life ſo much the 
ſhew of death; yet was it chiefly fear 


that had ſo much overcome her ;. for ſhe 


lifted herſelf up with more agility than I 
could have imagin'd, on hearing him 


ſay, 


Cleanibes. The operation is now 


over, — you may put on your cloaths 


6 and prepare tor going home.“ 


As much as the fright had ſciz d her 


ſpirits, as the cold had benumb'd her 


5 limbs, theſe words enabled her to rear 
| herſelf 
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herſelf and begin to gather up her habi. 


liments, part of which lying ſcatrer'd at | 
ſome diſtance, Cleanthes, with a con- 
temptuous air, kick'd nearer to her. — 


She wrapp'd up her ſhivering body as 
well as the could, for I cannot call it 
dreſſing, and as ſoon as ſhe had done, 


Cleanthes bid her follow him, — which 


the did, tho' TT to fink at every ſtep 
ſhe took. = | | 


I kept pretty near to them, and found 


that the coach which brought them thither 
had, by his orders, waited their return at 


the Park wall ; — he went haſtily into it, 
but poor Aglaura was too feeble to reach 
the foot · ſtool without the aſſiſtance of the 
coachman : — they drove away, and I. 
went home ſo much aſtoniſh'd at what I 
had ſeen, that I had not power to make 
any reflections on it for ſome (RE. - | 


My mind however, grew I more ſettled 
by a night's repoſe, and, impatient to 
know how they would behave to each i 
other after what had paſs'd between them, 
J went directly to their houſe ; — Cle- 
anthes was up alone and at breakfaſt. — 
Soon after my entrance a ſervant· maid 


came in and laid to him, 


Maid. | 
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Maid. Sir, my lady has call'd for a 
« diſh of chocolate, but I would not pre- 
ſume to carry any up without your per- 
© miſſion, as your orders laſt night were 
< ſo politive that .ſhe ſhould be ted with 
8 nothing but watergruel and dry bread." 


| Clemthes. Why then do you crouble 
me now? — Do you think I gave orders 
5 " night to retract them in the morning ? 


— Be gone, and let me hear no more 
6 « 60 it.” 


The 1 withdrew, and 1 follow'd 
her to the room where Aglaura was now 
lodg'd, which was indeed a wretched 
garret z — ſhe was in bed weeping, but 
on the maid's repeating the commands of 
Cleanthes, her tears flow'd faſter, — ſhe 
wrung her hands, — ſhe beat her breaſt 
but it is more eaſy for the reader to 
conceive her deſpair than for me to ex- 
preſs it, — ſo I ſhall only ſay the ſpectacle 
was too moving, — I could not bear it, 
but left the houſe immediately, and re- 
turn'd not thither *till after eight or ten 
days, in which time the town was ap- 
priz'd of the ſuffering of Aglaura, ex- 
_ cept the ducking part, and ſpoke of the 


ſtrange change of Cleanthes in the manner 
I have already A 


On 
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On. my next viſit Cleanthes had with 


him an elderly lady, who I afterwards 
perceived was his aunt; — ſhe came, it 
ſeems, to perſuade him to treat his tranſ- 
greſſing wife with leſs ſeverity ; — the dif- 
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courſe between them was as follows: 5 


Lach. © T am as ſenſible as you can 
be of the faults of Aglaura, and the 
diſhonour ſhe has brought upon you; 
yet, my dear nephew, you demean 
yourſelf by uſing in this faſhion a wo- 


man who, * unworthy, is till 


your wife. 


— 


Cleantbes. Mala bie can no longer 
think of her as a wife, nor even as a 
woman; but as a dog that had bit me! 


2 a ſerpent that had ſtung me! 


Lad). Put her then out of your 


| houſe. 


Cleanthes. * That would be giving or 
an opportunity of diſgracing me more 
by her proſtitutions; — no, ſince I 
have not proofs for a divorce I will con- 
fine her here *till I can ſend her for 


ever from my fight : — I have already 


wrote to a tenant of mine in the fartheſt 


part of Yorkſhire, — he will be in 
* town 
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© town next week, and take her with him 
.-< 0 his houſe.“ 


The good lady took her leave, after 
having heard and approv*d this reſolution, 
which, as I have been fince inform'd, he 
put in execution as he had ſaid. 


Tue CONCLUSION | 
H RE, O reader! a total ſtop i is put 

to my endeavours to oblige thee | 
nature has baffled all my vain precautions 
to preſerve my little virgin in her native 


purity : — the woman whom I appointed 
to attend her, accidentally dropp'd from 


ber pocket the picture of a very lovely 


youth; — the girl, unfortunately for me, 
as well as for thee, took it up, was 
charm'd with it; — ſleep renew'd the 
pleaſing image in her mind, and added 
life and motion to it; — ſhe dream*d 
that it was her bedfellow, — that it kiſs'd, 
embraced, and lay within her arms; — 


ſo that in ſpite of all my cares, and with- 


out ever having ſeen the ſubſtance of a 
man, ſhe has received an idea of the dif- 
ference of ſexes. 


Her 
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Her pretty fingers no longer have the 
power to cleanſe my Tablets, — the dia- 
logue laſt repeated remains ſtill unex- 
punged, and leaves no room for any fu- 
ture impreſſion. — How grievous a diſ- 
appointment to me! — how terrible a 
mortification ! — but we muſt all ſubmit 
to deſtiny, which compels me now to bid 
thee eternally adieu! — adieu! — adieu 


